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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



During December 1 04 1 , tin- stubborn defense nf ffiakt by less than 400 Marines 
galvanized noL only the American public bnt tfectr comrades in amis. In days of 
disaster then, as of uncertainty later, the thought or W;ike ami its defenders encour- 
aged Marines to h'ant; on longer, ;md lo fieju more resolutely, Small in time ;md 
numbers though the action was by comparison with (mudaleanal or die odier 
great batiks to come, Wake will never be forgotten. 

To iuy mind, in addition to the obvious military lessons which may be drawn 
from any battle, be it victory or defeat, the defense of Wake points up two soldierly 
characteristics which may well be remembered by Marines, Thrse are mililarv 
adaptability, and the realization that, first and always, one must be prepared Lo 



The officers and men of the 1st Defense Battalion tin Wake wen- artillerymen 
of a highly specialized type; those of VMF 21 1 were aviation leehuicians. Neither 
group kt its specialized training or background prevent it from (ighiinti toiirat^ 
nusly and well as basic ill faulty when the chips were down. Despite its specializa- 
tion, each group did the best it could with what it had. 

These capabilities and attributes, I submit* should rh;o;nicri/.e Marines now 
as they characterized those Marines on Wake, w ho, though they were outnumbered 



A, A. VANOKGRlrT 

UliNKkAl y - S. MAKlNi; OOUTS 
COMMANDANT Ol' Till MAIUNC CeUU'S 




THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



Preface 

^ 

The Defense of Wakc, v a monograph prepared by the Historical Section) Division of Public In- 
formation, Headquarters Cnilcd State Marine Corps, is one of a scries of operational monograph? 
d£SigjR£cl tO provide both student and casual reader with thorough ,md complete narratives of the ma- 
jor operations in which Marine C lorps units participated during World War 1 1. As a suHic.ic.nt number 
of monographs are. bfOUght to completion^ these in turn will be condensed and edited for final compila- 
tion into official operational history. 

Production of tins monograph on the defense oi Wake has presented special problems. Not only are 
the character and scale of the action much dilferent from those ordinarily encountered in the opera- 
tional history of the Marine Corps during the past war, but the sources are far less reliable and more 
subject to error than would ordinarily be the case. 

Virtually all the dot umcniation of the Operation was produced five or more years alter the battle 
was Concluded) and there is scarcely an original source which docs not somewhere allude to the possible 

fallibility of memory during the interval. Asa result, even in cut-and-dricd matters, such as important 

dates or casually (inures, the reader must accord a tolerance more broad than would ordinarily be ac- 
ceptable in a historical study. In cases of conflict — and there have been many -the historian has been 
forced to weigh evidence, compromise, deduce, and reconstruct, processes which may produce results 
Unacceptable to isolated indiv idual recollections. 

This prclac C would not be complete without a< know lodgement of the generous and scholarly as- 
sistance of the Qfficc of Naval History ;md especially of the Navy's operational historian, ( .'apt. Samuel 
Kliol Morison, USNR, together w ith his assistant, la. Comdr. Henry Reck, LISNR. Both of these ofli- 
cers have rendered invaluable aid in research and criticism. 

Pot cartographic assistance, ai know ledgmient must g0 to the Reproduction Section, Marine 
( orps S< ho. 4s, ( )uanti<o, Y;i. 

All phOtOgrraphs are Cnitecl States Marine Corps or Navy ollicial. 

Above all, however, credit mnst be given to the numerous oHicers, all survivois oj W;ike, who, in 
lengthy interviews or by painstaking replies to official questionnaires did so much to clarify the rec ord 
as to w hat ac tually took place. It is strongly hoped thai these and others w ith firsthand experience will 
make possible further improvement of this narrative either by submitting comments or, w hen in Wash- 
ington, b\ visiting the- Historic al Sec tion, Division of Public Information, Headquarters United States 
Marine- (3brp$, for interview and discussion of the points involved. 




W. K. RTLEYj 

JJKIOAMII r: OI NI K.M.. I . s. MAklxr. CORPS 
diukctok, division of PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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Wake in the Shadow of War 



'"' Gamplcte history of the defense of Wake com* 
"Wftees well before December I941,pc«sibly asatft? 
w 194Q, when the Navy commenced construction 
"' i):iv <' facilities on the atoll -and certainty in early 
when the decision was made to establish a 
w **we defending garrisoa. a 

. Q>« Strategic context of 1940 and 1!HI. the 

™P°Wanefe o£Wake,bothtoti«! United States and 
Japan, was contSdcrabfc. 
Al this tittie, it must be remembered) the tinned 

• lal(s had not won iis occaii-girdKng net el Pacific 
as 5 8 > :m<l < with the exceptions ol Wake, Midway, 

l"'' 1 puam, t| u . ( . X p. lllM . between thC Hawaiian 
^ lattds and the Philippines uas Inni frlCOgmia 

^nnped under the awe-inspiring, mysterious phrase, 
^Mandated islands." 

ake, therefore, a prying ootposl north of th* 
Marshaiis and on ( ,. mk of tl|( . ^mianns, H , )U | ( i 

J*- a strategic p,i /( . to Japan for her own out{>ost- 
j and a corresponding embarrassment while in 
! "' h; "" ls nf the United States. These factors had 
i 11 ' Jownighly if discreetly indicated by the Hep- 
oum Repow of 1938," which, according Wake high 
||"" ni >- recommended a .$ 7, M)( >,<><>( ) three-year 
'•'^•'''■v.iopnu-.it program intended to make the 
11 m advance air base, primarily for long-range 

1 l'V 

dfc II »n ,< ' M,,m '" ol P" vi.Mis history of Watoj sec fVppea- 

a . ' *«waj Hlstor) <>i Wake, |58fi 1941." 
A 1 »<■ so-calJcd "Hepburn Board," headed by R«ai Achttiral 

• 'J. nopburtij i . s . \.. w ..s created [a May 193*, tu mmum- 

''"«m< snwry ;,, u | nport to Concu ss on l T nitr<l State*. 

^ ,0 ' additional naval base* and facilities, lis itsconv 
(( h( ^xnis, manyj tbougn not all dJ which wvm adopted i lb* 
co ^"5 nUon a *d developmcni oi Guma weal by ilic hoard). 

• ttUtcd thrpitghoul tllC pi<\v.n period H liin(laJi»rnl.il 

the Ml u'i' ,n ' 'I j^vdopoiflni ol United Siaiai na.val bases i" 



paiml-plane reeonnaissame, and secondarily an in- 
termediate station on the air route to iht r*ar East, 
Wide tbc Bo.ird: 

The immediate funtinnons operations "I patrol 

planes from Wake would be vital at the outbreak of 

war in the Paeihe. 

In response io the Hepburn irccoiiimcttdalions, 
initial development of Wake was initiated pariy in 
1941, bcgiflniiifc as is always the case in pcaicctimc, 
with base-eonslrmlinn ill iu>i priority and delate 
distmgtly seeomiary. 

By 18 April I Ml, however, Admiral llitshand E, 
Kimmel, IJSN, thcti Commander in CHicf, United 
Stales Pacific Fleet, lullv aw arc of thf! ttfttCglC situa- 
tion Of \V:ikr. had bcCOJQC alaimed ils dt •friiM- 
less condition. ITWS hC expounded t<> the Chid of 
NTaval ( )peiationsin a prophetie stndv wlm h, within 
less than a year, WOUld by its realization do i redil to 

his Foresight and judgment; pertinent excerpts frowi 

the text are theiefore quoted : 

ThClSttatCgjc importance o! Wake h fai n asinoK Wlr 
dentj ;i> one iiKjiiirrs into nirans hv which the Pacific 
I'lc l m.i\ carry on offetlStVO opciations to 'he \\« st- 

wudL If is 2,000 miles rrOm Pearl Harhor, wr WMXJ 

miles frOW Midway, ailjd about U4G0 mile frOWl John- 
ston. ( >n the other hand, it is hut I M) miles Fiwti Ifikini 

in thC Marshalk while MfiKVh WbMl Itoll IS an OUt- 
posi of the Bcnins and Marianas, Ls 7(> 5 lllilw to ihe 
n< »i Mhwest ward. 

As ,m operation patrol piano bnsc, it fcould prove 
higlily valuable to us in obMfrving ihe Marshalk or m 

tUJVCring advance of <>m fOTCPIS K^said \b(\ Saipan- 
Ilonshu line. In the hands of die Japaneso, it would be 
a serious ohslaele to surprise raids in the Northern 
Marshalk 0* on Man ns, Port Movd, ot Saipan. ami 

PtMl Lloyd is ibf |>iinii|);il poO <»n ('l)iolki Jim;t in ihe. 

Ikmiiix. It was \bm Uigbl) nttRardfd bj plattaf-rs ax n fee) pofal 
in Wisioii Pacific strateir^ 




MAJ. JAMES P. S. DEVEREUX, who commanded the Mai inc 
defenders ol Wake, 



would be capable <>i causing serious Interference with 

Other secret movements of our forces. 

To deny Wake to the enemy, without occupying it 
Ourselves would be difficult; to recapture it if the Jap* 

ancSC should seize it in the early period of hostilities, 
would require operations of some magnitude. Since the 

Japanese Fourth Fleet includes transports, and troops 
with equipment especially suited for landing opera- 
tions, it appears not unlikely that one of the initial oper- 
ations of the Japanese may be directed against W ake. 

If Wake he defended, then for the Japanese to re- 
duce it would require extended operations of their 
naval force in an area where we might he ahle to get at 

them; thus affording us opportunity to get at naval 

forces with naval forces. We should try, by eveiv pos- 
sible means, to get the Japanese to expose naval units. 

In order to do this, we must provide objectives that 
require such exposure. 

With the foregoing considerations in mind, it is con- 
sidered essential that the construction work now in 
progress <>n Wake he proceeded with and that the 
eventuality of war should not interrupt it. To this end, 
the Commander in Chief. Pacific Meet, believes that 
defense installations and delense forces should be estab- 
lished on Wake at the earliest possible date, even at the 

expense of slowing down construction. It may be 
2 



pointed out, in this connection, that in the absence 

defense forces, construction on Wake, in the event 
war, is subject to ser ious interruption or- even comp' 0 

stoppage, through enemy action. 

It is therefore recommended that units of a m.u 1 
defense battalion 1 be progressively established on 
as facilities there permit. 

In light of the growing tenseness between jap 
and the United States, Admiral KilhfncTs tfl 

recommendations regarding Wake could hardly 

disregarded, Indeed, all possible steps were ahr,t 
being taken to reinforce our position in the Pacin 
Midway, much further along in development, vv 
already garrisoned by elements of the 3d DcM 
Battalion. Johnston and Palmyra were occupied^ 
task-units of the 1st Defense Battalion, while N 
PagO, American Samoa, was defended by the T\ 
Defense Battalion, a hybrid organization whW 
alone among FMF defense battalions of this tii« v 
contained a small infantry component, Only ( *iutf 
defensive development of which had been hamstrui 

by the 1 ^22 treaty and subsequent nonappropriate 
of funds, remained static and undefended. 

As may be divined from Admiral KinmuTs t 1 

marks so as to the necessity of providing the Japan'' 
with objectives which would require exposure ( 
their licet, the Pacific strategy of 1941 contemplate 
rendering our bases relatively secure against air raw 
hit-and-run surface attacks, or even minor landing 
Meet Marine Force defense battalions, organized f fl 
defense against just such Operations, could ptOVW 
antiaircraft protection, could stand oil' light men-" 1 
war and transports, and, in extreme emergent) 
could hujit on the beaches with individual weapo' 
in the classic tradition that every Marine, first aH 
last, is an infantryman. 

Within and about the struc ture- of such light! 
held but secure base s, the Pacific Fleet was expect 

' For dcUilfl as to composition .ind omani/ation of the M 

rinc defense battalion of this time, see United State s Mari» ,( 
Corps tables of organization I) i:n through I) 155 I). <;<" 
rrally speaking, th«' defense battalion was ftn artillery unit ( 
laming time 3~inch antiaircraft batteries, three a-inch (Na** 
weapons) sea coast artillery batteries, a searchlight anil sou' 1 * 

locator battery, and antiaircraft (.50 caliber) and grouts 
(V3Q caliber) machine gun batteries. In 1941, strength of* 

typical battalion was H officers and &39 enlisted, and its UrW 
most Characteristic attributes wen- all-around, balanced sti VP 
turc and a high decree of Strategic mobility. The latter ch9? 

acteristic, however, disappeared at tin- battalion's destination 

and, onCC in position, a defense battalion was perpetuall? 
plagued by Insufficient transportation and by the stringent 
of personnel deliberately written into its organisation. 



^ pty 3 awaiting tin." moment when battle could he 
joim-tl with enemy naval forces - "it) get at naval 
fotdCS with naval forces," Admiral Kinunel put it 
in decisive action for control of the sea. 

As t»jght be expected, on the other hand, the Jap- 
an^ mxtczpt of strategy m the Central PaC-iGt was 
tn S(+i ^ or neutralise the few advanced United Slates 
bases 0 f t | lc Hawaiian Islands wilh maximum 
i ^pithty after the outset of war. l'or ihis purpose 
JiipanesG forces in the Marshal Is and Carolines (the 
Fourth Fleet) were organised along lines more near- 
] >' n's^nblj!^ au American amphibious force than 

t: <munaiidetl bv Vice Admiral Inouyc, Nariyoshi, 
U\ the Fourth Licet was in fact composed of ani- 
pWhbus shipping, a few old cruisers, destroyers, stri> 
Cannes, shore-based aircraft* and a Japanese vrr- 
of our own Fleet Marine Force : the Special Na- 
Jtol Landing Force/" Fleet headqnartcrs were at 
IVuk, where Admiral Inouyc 1 * flag l\cw in the light 

1 he war missions of Admiral Inouye and his licet 
had generally been decided in 1938 when the basic 
East Asia war plans had been prepared in Tokyo. It 
was not, however, until November 1<HU that dc- 
te*kd instructions for commanders within the Cnm- 
mm Fleet 11 were formulated and issued. In these 
"Mictions, Wake was dismissed with one phrase 
w «Wn one sentence: 

''Forces of the Fourth Fleet : 

defend the South Seas Islands, patrol, maintain sur- 
KKrrnit "muHeatioi^ capture Wake * * 

™afce, then, was to be strictly a local operation. By 
Admiral Inouye's scheme, 450 Special Naval Land- 
in K f orce troops could, in a pinch, turn the trick. 

Final Preparations, Autumn, 1941 

^hniml KimmeFs prophecies to the Chief of Na- 
V: * 1 Operations regarding Wake did hot BaM upon 

rhc Speot|J Nav.il Landing F@rce £> / SNt£ l M some linn s 
tc >nirart< <j to U SLK") wc rc Japanese. Navy personnel organ- 
,Zed for *«-rvire :m a duties i„ Umitrd land operations similar 
lo *W p n formed hy U, 5, Marines; tKron^voal the war, 
u "y gave ouisianaiiiir account of themselves 
Wftipateli war instructions m key PU#t es6innmu«( wrrr 

j**"<d lj V thr J iip:m( . Sl . Navy Ministry oil 5 November 191 1, 
' ;,Srt ! k*JH>tl ;i n,m ,it tniurpl of opi-i alions agftilWt die Uiuhd 
4 Ut< *\ Chcu Ikitain and the NYther lands. 



deaf cms, and, on '2* June 1!M I , the latter directed f 
that elements of the 1st Defense Battalion, FM1\ he 
established at Wake "as soon as pf$cticafal&" 'This 
directive ( as e\ cnlually modihctl) specified that the 
following units should compose the defensive garri- 
son: 

Foil i' :J-ini-]i antiair< raft batteries. 

Three §4ndh scat oast batteries. 

Appropriate aiiloinaiic weapons. 

One SCR 26U Jin-control radar, and one SCR 

27 UK search radar. 

Altogether, for the times, this would constitute an 
adequate it not imposing garrison, 

GNCVs "as soon as practicable," was translated 
into immediate action hy the Pacific Meet command. 
About I August, Major Lewis .V Holm, with five 
ollicers and 17a* enlisted Marines and sailors from 
the 1st Defense Battalion, commenced loading C S. 
SL R&gtdWi a 20-year old "Hog Island" transport 
which would Carry the haUalinu advance detail Eo 




COMMANDER WINFIE10 S. CUNNINGHAM. U. S. N„ I l><) Ban. 

■namkr ofWalttt, 29 N..\vinl>n 23 !>■•« . ■■<»>> ' 

3 




MAJ. PAUL A. PUTNAM, commanding officer ot Marine Fighting 
Squadron 211. 



Wake. Htgylus sailed on 8 August and, after an un- 
eventful voyage out, arrived off Wake on 19 August. 
Disembarkation and lightering ashore of weapons 

and camp equipment mainly the latter were be- 
gun w ithout delay, and, by the time the ReguluS dc- 
y parted^ on 22 August, camp had been made in the 
now-abandoned contract workmen's original tempo- 
rary tc rag ( amp" facing the Lagoon on a site toward 
the west end of the south Ifeg of Wake Island. To dis- 
tinguish this camp from the luxurious new one com- 
pleted west of Heel Point for the 1 ,200 Pacific Naval 
Air Base contract workmen, the Marine camp was 
designated as Camp 1, and the civilian establish- 
ment as Camp 2; 

W ake, as it appeared to the Marines of the 1st 
Defense Battalion, was a V-shaped atoll composed of 
three islands: Wake Island proper, 1 the body of the 
V; and Wilkes and IVale, the two tip-ends. Its land- 
mass consisted of some J, (>00 acres of sand and coral, 

f To prevent cohfnaSon, Wake bland as distinguished from 
the entire atoll, will hwtnafter !><• entitled "Wake island", 
whereas the single word, "Wake"* will designate the atoll. 



a substantial part of which was, in 194 1, c overed 
very dense low brush. Ollshore, heavy surf roaffl 
continally against a coral reef which surround 
the w hole atoll at distances varv ing from 30 to 1 ,lfl ( 
yards. The beaches and much of the terrain inM 
were covered With (oral boulders, some large enOUd 
lo < oik cal several men. The Interior lagoon, althoiig' 
affording sufficient surface and depth forscapland 
was studded with coral heads and foul ground wtffl | 
must be dredged c lear before ships could < m 
through the one channel, that between Wilkes afl' I 
Wake Island. Despite its limited land area, howeVfl 
Wake's coastline was cxtensiv c, altogether exceedii 1 
-.'1 miles, or more than half the distance betwC 

\\ ashington, D. C, and Quantico, Virginia. An c n N 
eclknt vignette of Wake 8 in 1941 was given Ll 

Colonel Baylor: 

Wake is by no means the bare sandy spit one think- 1 ; 
when atolls are mentioned. Considerable areas oij 
are covered by woods, and though the trees are stflrf 
their thick foliage and the scrubby tangled undcrbru^ 
provided admirable cover. :: ' * * Walking | 

these jungles was difficult but not impossible. : 

In August 1941, Wake was in rapid transition 
from its past wild solitude to the mechanized mod' 
ernity of an outlying air base. Patrol-plane facility 
and a concrete ramp were already available on Peak 1 
Just inshore of Peacock Point, along the south leg <> ! 
Wake Island, a narrow airstrip, 5,000 by 200 fed 
had been chopped out of the dense grow th. A mail 1 

road-net, 30-foot packed coral, was rapidly takifll 

shape as the contractor's workmen, equipped wM 
every mechanical aid, blasted, slashed and dozCfl 
Wake into the image of America. 

In a broader sense, as well, however, the Wake (H 
Autumn, 1911, was literally in the image of Amer- 
ica: an island in the path of inevitable war; 
island vibrant with unc easing construction in an ef- 
fort to recapture lime* lost ; an island militarily naked 

In spile* of the- mounting pressure, however, rigM 
official Separation; existed between the construction 
efforts of Marines and of the contractors. Operating 
on a semiprivate basis, with the hcav\ equipment] 
Supplies and facilities which American civ ilian enter- 
prise lakes for granted, the naval air base Contract 1 

■For a detailed description of \v. dec's terrain and bydrotf 
raphft sec Appendix VII, ^Terrain and Hydrography of 
Wake 1 '; 

'Officially designated Gontraci Nov 117:; Wake. 
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THICK FOLJAGE provided admirable rover for \\w defenders of Wake, but eventually facilitated Japanese infiltration. 



proceeded with its mission of building roads, shops, 
utilities, quarters, air-base facilities and the like 5 but 
no military defenses. The Marines, with little engi- 
neering equipment save picks and shovels or the lux- 
ury of a borrowed civilian bulldozer, were required 
to install their heavy weapons by hand, hew out 
emplacements and foxholes from the coral, and 
maintain their own living facilitcs as welL 

Understanding this basic difference in available 
means, the Navy's construction representative, Lieu- 
tenant Commander Elmer B- Grecy, USN, 10 as well 
as the civilian general superintendent, Mr. N, IX 
Tctcrs, did their best in small ways and by small 
aids to assist the shorthanded and rncagcrly equipped 
Marines, At no time — even after the outbreak of 
war— did the contractor's establishment or workmen 
come under full military control* 
1 On K r > October, Major Hohn was relieved as 
Marine detachment commander by Major James 



1,1 "Residfnt OfTicei -in -Charge'* was Lieutenant Com- 
mander Grce/s official designation, With four enlisted Navy 
radionun to maintain his com rnu nidations, he. or his prede- 
cessor had been, until the arrival of M;ijoi Ilohn's dt'tachment, 
sole Naval re on sen tali ve on Wake. 

6 



P. S. Devcreux, who until this lime had been cxeci*' 
tivc officer of the 1st Defense Battalion. By virtue & 
his seniority, Major Devercttx also became Islai^ 
Commander, an additional and onerous duty WOT 
he would hold until relieved, on the brink of war, b 
a Navy officer, Commander W. S. Cunningham, a 
this time still navigator of the U, S. S. Wright. 

Wake, as Major Devcreux saw it at this time, b 
describes as follows: 

When I arrived on the island, the contractor's m 
working on the airfield near the toe of Wake profri 
had one airstrip in usable condition and were beginni* 1 
the cross- run way. Five large magazines and tJu 1 ^ 
smaller detonator magazines, built of concrete a^ 
partly underground, were almost completed in the ai*j 
field area. A Marine barracks, quarters for the Navj 
fliers who would be stationed on the island, warehouse] 
and shops also were going up on Wake. On Pca^ 
island, work was progressing on a naval hospital, tfcj 
seaplane ramp and parking areas. On Wilkes, thef* 
were only fuel storage tanks and the sites of propose* 
powder magazines, but a new deepwater channel w~# 
being cut through the island. In the lagoon, a dred^ 
was removing coral heads from the runways for \W 
seaplanes which were to be based at Wake. Some o\ 
these installations were nearly finished; some 
partly completed; some were only in the blucpri^ 4 
stage, 



0 il <-( , onipli 1 sh liis urgent military nission ol get- 
jflg Wake's defenses into highest rcadinfiss in the 
Y° rU ^ timej Major Detcrcnx rou Jul much in he 
™! rCW to ffeat^ little Lime. In addition, however, 
° Ulls pressing mailer, as lop representative of the 
J™« for^£S oft Wake, he was confronted by other 
l }n »»Jcms ha rd i y leas demanding. 
B 17 !T' nfort c Ann > r ilir Strength in the Philippines, 
t i p f\'y' n S Fortresses' ' were being staged across 
_ <k ihe as l]icy rou ]d fae spam ]. Wake was a nee- 
,SMI > Mop, | mi lUj ,\ rmy j n j, u , L no avhtUon- 



^nuntl crews were available to service the gffcat aif- 
| ; in ^- One B 17 of this tvpe consumed some H,flCK) 
.^ons of gasoline at a drink, and, sinre Wake did 
' ? e _ aflord proper facilities for aircraft fueling, 
]slH[]k ^nd weigln of furl for ear]] airplane had to 



be manhandled and pumped " by die Marines m 
addition to iheir normal duties and al any hour of 
the day or night. This arrangement hat! been put 
into effect on order from the Fourteenth Naval Ois- 
triet Headquarters (Pearl Harbor), of which Wake, 
although tWG thousand miles distant, was an c hi liv- 
ing station. 

It was, in a sense, ironic thai these aircraft, which 



"Tunkns unuUl p p bulk ;ivi:itmn piH \titp Umk sUn;i£v 

ashore: Marine working parlies would pump this wdine iMtO 
50*ga])oi1 drums and \umlil uan^'n i\u Hi urns to dispersed 
fuel dump.*; ffnjflijf, on ;intv;i! of plain s 1 1 a * - same Ra&olmr 

would ;<n;;mi In p prd hy tin* s.mii- menus iuU> a lour emk- 

ti tick for delivery io ihc aircraft; when tinir pressed to il 
usually did- Marines rriufotcrd die Uuek hv Dumping diierC 
iy from 5^«n)1ori drum.; into the 1 oi [ i < s*i s. 




1 { ll "]^l\u^y^ h* l ''itf pumped ashore from a Navy U nde r mnmed offlhc nitiltlli (rf Wilkes Channel in ihe Auin I PMI. 

( »nii-iici {)r! .' r;iiiip) Mrs across the la^non in left background. 
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cost Wake so many man-hours of vital defensive 
preparation^ would themselves fee trapped on llic 
ground and largely destroyed by the initial Japanese 
at larks on Clark and Nil liols Fields in the Philip- 
pines, whit h look phi re after the altaeks on \Vakt< 
and Pearl Harbor. 

Although Army aviation servicing represented 
the heaviest single additional demand upnu the 
NLnioes, whenever ti ship arrived, they were also 
required In art as stevedores in the time-consuming, 
exhausting process of transfer and lightering which 
would remain necessary until the channel, berthing 
and turning facilities inside I he lagoon could be 
completed. 

Because of all the foregoing additional duties, 
much less fortification and construction of de- 
fenses — not to speak of training — was accomplished 
during the Autumn months of 1941 than would 
ordinarily have been the ease. Fortunately, as far 
as training was concerned, the defense detachment, 
although even now carrying its share of recruits, 
contained considerably more than a cadre of veteran 
noncommissioned officers, kl old Marines^ of the best 
type. 

Two weeks alter Major I Vverru\ s ;utlv;i] L mi! 
assumption of command, the Wake garrison was, on 
2 November, augmented by a further draft from 
the parent 1st Defense Battalion, when f) officers 
and 200 enlisted arrived from Pearl in U. S. S. 
C/tstor, bringing the total Marine strength on Wake 
to 15 officers and 373 enlisted Marines. 

During October and November, progress on and 
about the air strip, by now a going rtmceni, indi- 
cated that there was room on Wake for the aviation 
component of fighters necessary to balance and 
round out the defense force. Commander Aircraft, 
Battle Force, had determined that this was to be 
Marine Fighting Squadron 211, supported in its 
independent role by a provisional service detach- 
ment drawn from Marine Air Group 21, to which 
VMF 211 was assigned. To establish the ground 
facilities required to maintain tins squadron, Major 
Walter L, j. Bayler, from the staff of MAG 21, 
together with a detachment of 49 Marines com- 
manded by Second Lieutenant Robert J. Conder- 
mau/- was despatched from Pearl on 19 November, 
in U. S. Wrinkly an aircraft tender which was also 
bringing r>nt the prospective Island Commander and 
command ing officer of the Naval Air IJasc. 



While the WvigU* also n "Hog Islander * phw 
westward bearing VMF-21 ] \s ground eomponc^ 
the air echelon of that squadron, consisting of ^ 
squadron commander, nine officers ami two enlist 
pilots, 1 ' had on the afternoon of 27 November l' 
reived secret verbal warning orders to prepare I 1 
embarkation aboard a rarrier. 

Since some such orders had been expected by tl [ 
squ:idiou commander (though not by the piU >El 
none of whom earned more than toilet-articles m$ 
change of clothing ) , few preparations were requir 1 
other than to fly the 12 new F4F-3 (Grumn^ 
Wildcat) fighters from Ewa Mooring Mast ( as 
air station was then designated ) over to Ford Isla^' 
the naval air base in the middle of Pearl M arbor, ^ 
further transfer by air to the Might deck of U, SM 
Enterprise. This was a routine operation for any M s 
rine squadron, trained as all were in rarrirr op^' ,: 
tinns, and, save for the newness of the aircraft fit 
the fact that one planes starter 1 1 misbehaved h$0i 
the morning flight of 28 November onto the Linl# 
[jn.se went off without incident. 

The best description of VMF 2 IPs Vttyagft ■ 
Wake is contained in a personal letter, composed 05 
the eve of the squadron s debarkation, from fttaj* 
Putnam to Col. Claude A. Larkin who command* 
MAG- 2 1 . Excerpts are quoted : 

'"This dctachnicnl, llkr a similar one orfriinzed for ^ 
Marine air component ;it Midway, had been provision^} 
made up from kvy personnel representing each squndron 
MAC -21, inasmuch Sll tM fam ftf orp;uii/:ilioii ( W 
decision had not hm naide as to which smuidrons from 0 
^roup would be ntoii{rH't] tO Which island*. \V;ikr :i viatic 1 
ground detachment tl mi Wore included ptT.somu'] nor i |Ll 
from VMF-211, but from IIcadqu;ii tera and Service Squ^ 
inn 21 iind Marine Stout limn lung Sqtuadrntis TA I nod MP 

n The pilots of VM Fall's Wake detachment were: Mnjt 1 
Paul A r l\i in.im feoniujandirijO j Captains Henry T* fiJrto 
Herbert I!. Freuler, Frank C.1, Tharin, First Lim tenant t iroif 
A. Ci ^vrs, Second Liculeniuits Robert J, Condei ma u (in ttf$ 
mand of advance detail and ground mainlenam c, but 
f>m>0, Cad R + Davidson, Frank J, Holdcn, John F + Kiuu* ■ 
Duvid 13. Kbcwe.r, Henry G, Webb, Technical Sergeant 
Li:nti J, Hamilton, and SlnfF Serjeant Robert Q H Arthur. 

"A hint as to the? importance u| the ggiiadHKi 1 * mifft* 
mieht have bini dr.rwu ;tt this linx From the fact thai, wJ' L ' ; 
this StmLCr-troublc developed, the defective plants pilot 
flown out by a torpedo-plane from Etiifrprixe* and a 1>ni^ 
new F4F from VF C) 3 ;in lint*'* t ft rise stpiadron, was subs 1 ' 
tilted on die spot. 



Al Sea. 

Ova nihn IML 

'•'ill - ( ,| ( >;•„■ |.| I jAKKIN; 

h ,s< 'fcpeetcd thai w< 
J ™w>and l undci*tan< 

1 1|x lo,,r has returned to Hawaiian opwating 
mail on this 

'•'ik lin<j. * * 

. N,,u wtfj recall that I tcfl »nr plant: ;ii Ft>rd felnnd. 
hr Atdiniral at o^cc gave mc a ptane to replace it, 
'J' 1 " Vl &; and he made ii plain bo tnc and to the 
^°!? shi P Aal nothing should In- ovcrl 

2 airplanes in as near perfect condition as 



w ill go ashore tomorrow uicni- 
secrecy under which we sailed i s s 'ill 

is lo remain so at least until 
to 

.mi sending this first report via guard 

Shift latln-r than hv air mail after 



be OVCnooKCO nor any 
ashore 

|">ui. > in t is pe 1 M l C Mimiiuwu .IS |)OS- 

,* Im, wdiatdy I was riven a lull complcmcm of 
nn , hs all hands aboard have continually vied with 

J >? \:\ Ur] <<> SCC Who could do the most lor me. 1 feel 

j " the Fatted calf being groomed for whatever it 
, l li,L N>pen$ to fntted calyesj hut it surety is nice 

n' :;| ,asls and the airplanes are prellv sleek and fat 
jj . M ' rv have of course been checked and double 

*r k<>l ; from rud to end, and they haw also been 

* * * tC V« that ,.11 |2 nw Of standard MUG and 

. J Admiral seems to he mnsl determined In maiu- 
fcj" M : ( r l,rv regarding the position and activity of this 
j ! r <r j 1 here has been a continuous inner air patrol elur- 

ilx kht, and a full squadron has made a long 
nine TU ^ :mcl ,, ' mks cac ^ n,mnmL: aml rX, ~ 

(<> ll( v art armed to the tCCth and the orders are 

()1 . ( l' ( ' l:u k a »y Japanese vlcsscl or aircraft on si-iu in 
,u prevent the discover) of this force, 
A *) pracrs, however, arc not so direct In fat t 1 have 
, Uli , ,s - I have been told informally by lesser mi*n« 
taffthal I will be given orders onl) to fly off the 

the land, and that there w ill he nothing 
U;,N o| in^tiiu itionS other than to do what seems 
'''j'/^P'iale ;il t| )r momrnl< Of (ourse I shall gO and 
; Or Ofdcrs and instruc tions, hut it seems unlikely 

he given anything defini to :: 

tvi ,N « Written WeduesdaN forenoon. Should I re- 

an ) orders ai variance with the foregoing, I will 

3 P^tSCript. Otherwise I think of nothing further 



■Mp and 



in 



lime 



'I""t..hrrn, i,,,, ... ll.is 

had rcai hed a point appt<>x- 
j''' iUH > 200 miles northeast of Wake, the squadron, 
U)]U * •nalericl standpoint, was "as far as possible 
,r,,(lv f, » combat service," according lo Major Put- 

n,mi - However, he added, it was 

\ l ' ]UHl ) W handicapped by lack Of experience in the 
J >r '"'plan.Mhen used. It is believed thai the sejuad- 
. " excellently trained and well qualified for war 

m v in a general sense, hut it was unfortunate that the 

^Pe of airplane, $0 i.ulicallv dillerent from the 

3* 1,1 which training had been conducted, had been 
* *y*fd l( >o recently to permit familiartettibu in tac- 
bca, %ngandgunne«y/ 



On the" inoruin.L! ol I Deci inhei , met ami led in hv 
Navy VBS sent out from Wake, 1 V\IF 2 I I took 
oil from the fBghl dCi* til the ltoMprbc> and within 
le ss than two hours, the* last I I \ 3 had pam akcel on 
the narrow stri|> at IVarock INiint. 

Ha\in^ airixcd on 3 N«»\c inher, Majm Havh i. 
bus\ settimj, up air-hasc- c oininuuicat ion lac i lilies on 
W ake, and Lieutenant ( iondcrman, with his 44) 
hc-achpiartcrs and scr\iic personnel, wen- waiting n> 

-irct the squadron, bul the atn tali operating la< ili- 

lies at Wake were- hardlv in a linished sta.i^e. 

The landing strip, although sullicient in le ngth, 
was too narrow to permit sale operation of more 
than one airplane at a time, thus precluding takeolls 
or landings l>y section, the most expeditious means 

of getting the maximum number <k| plnncs airborne 

m ihc shortest time. Parking w as extremeK resli ic led, 
and all areas ahout the hardslaiid j)arkini; mat were 
in sue h rougll and unfinished condition that pfoSSagP 
(►I* airplanes <»\er them, e\en when pushed 1>\ hand, 
could occasion serious damage. I ; ueliue facilities 
were the same as those just described for the B l/V. 

Aithottgh their neccssiiv had been carl\ realized 
by Major De\c rcaux, no shelters or air* rah revcl- 
ments ftS \ ct e xisted, a matter which w as immediate l\ 
made- the subject of irpresentatiem b> Major Put- 
nam ' ' to the- Island Commander now ( loftuniinder 
Cunningham \. I'inalb summari/e-d Putnam, 

on tin- da) before, t<> Atf »urpriw o\ ywrmi* - ,l Wiaik^ 
I 'j-pl.un- (riiuadrou ol PBY^s Uad RHdcd down imtq Ih* lagoooi 
>UH \ n)tr{ \, nnd (oiu.unu. () snIi.u, tftroMglt 5 !>• " mbi^ was W 

In- ., ditty sr.irs e>l loi.e-,..mr :.i. s.-.nd.es (0 the sOC.tll ol 

W;.k«'. Nu i«formadd« in ftviritahK m to dim finding .1 m 
The I'H\' which insisted \'MI 211 witfi lis imvig«^on wmM 
rottntc iiom this tiquftdtoti 

M.,j<,. Puln .mi s olliii.il H |MMl nitril in Aci-mlis I .is 

„ ll||l( . iM,, rtti iniouu.uu. and \ni<! docuiocnt, il« ^riWn tlie 
negotiation wsquirfd 10 butJaii wnwiwedofl riivrimcnw 

., . l<»llo\vs: 

^BitCkrd b) WMtt. n i« <po si liom lli. Cnimn.nitlr., An 

eriifi Batdi: t on. , rt^wni was nnidt ilrrough Mi>nd 
e on una 

IU |,, lu ,!„ Civilian i:oia..utn.\ supcrtatendenl Oa 
,!,, momtflJS "f 5 D. o-mlu i. ..>>Uim for Aw ilium cliiitr COM- 

i,un oi imi.kns !,>. th. |.k.« < in 1 ain-ratt, .o.«l aui« 

l m ii, v various ottirr winks to lollnss Qroai " uipliaais wa< pm 

ihc l.ict thai N|>«nl. radiri lli.in w ..tlx Imisln (I xx.mI,, xn ^ 

required. lloxv. x< i. un insjwttoit tbai ..n< nmnn revealed n 
civil . * 1 1 1.', i 1 1 ( * . ■ 1 LaWkmftl) wtttrtR 001 wojects with 1 
i rdTOf ii nnd tio<- rodiaro. It required wa houi <>i fraotir oel>- 
itig about .nul some- very Strang bHigniM^ to pi... » tl».- rotiOM 
rn,....,, umI liU rodtnen u.tl. I. oi Su<<l,s and hull 

clo/c IS." 
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Thedilluully now presenting itself was that of operat- 
ing neyt type airplanes, engines* and propellers wit lion t 

either insii ih -lion manuals or experienced airplane and 
engine ineehann 

Realizing flic urgency not only of construction 

and material facilities but of training and familiari- 
zation with the new aSti raft, Major Putnam imme- 
diately instituted a training syllabus yvhieb could be 

(arried on in conjunction with the daily dawn and 
dusk patrols ordered commenced by Commander 
Cunningham on the morning after VAIF 21 t's ar- 
rival. These patrols, 10 be executed in each ease by 
four aire rait, wen- to circle the atoll at not less than 
f>0-mile radius and would be combined with naviga- 
tion and instrument training. The latUT were rightly 
deemed of special importance because no electronic 
homing <>r navigational aids suitable lor fighter 
operations exited on Wake, a small mark lor a 
returning fighter pilot to locate through a floor of 

intermittent clouds. 

With the arrival of the Wtighh 0*1 SW November, 
just prior to that of VMF 211, numerous Changes 
had taken place. Commander Cunningham of ionise 
was now Island Commander. With him he had 
brought Commander Campbell Keene, U. S. N. t 
eight Navy officers and 58 bluejackets, the initial 
detachment for establishment of the Naval Air Base. 
All these- personnel, like the existing Army Air Force 

communication detachmenl 1( ofottfc officer and four 

soldiers, were without arms or held equipment. 

Although unfamiliar with de Uiikd pi a ns for de- 
fense of Wake, should it be attkehedj Commander 
Cunningham took immediate steps to assert his gen- 
eral authority as Island Commander anil to coordi- 
nate ( insofar as this was not already automatic ) the 
activities of the ground and air components of the 
M arine defense fore e. 

As of fi December 1941, the defe nsive- status of 
Wake may be summarized in a few sentences. 

The ground defenses, embodying the complete 
artillery of a defense battalion, had by dint of un- 
ceasing 12-hour working days been emplaccd, and 
some protective; sandbagging and camouflage ac- 
complished. To man these weapons, which even by 
the- economical 1 94 1 tables of organization required 
43 olliccrs atid 939 enlisted, the 1st Defense Bat- 
talion detachment had but 15 officers and :>7:; cn- 

'' Command, d by Captain Henry S. Wilson, AUS, this 
detac hment manned an Auny Airways ( lomrmm "n ation S.-rv- 
n, ..uliu-van to assist It 1 7's nnoiitc westward. 



listed. In terms of effect this meant that one a-in 1 
antiaircraft battery M was entirely without pCfltf 
nel, and that the other two batteries could eac h 0 
but three of their four guns therefore (hat of twe'l 
a'-inch guns on the island only six were active wr- 1 
oils. Only one- a-inch batte ry (D j had its full «1W 
ance of fire-control equipment; Battery B 
director but no heightlinder, and was thereby tot& 
in k Iv lor target alliludc-data upon telephoned 
formation from Battery D. Less than half the iH' 1 
mum personnel were on Wake to man the mac hi| ] 
guns, both ground and antiairc raft. Despite- exfed 
plans lor its ev e ntual provision, no radar, either ft 
control or early w arning, had reac hed Wake, a nth 1 
searchlight battery did not have, its sound-loe atnr> 
pit k tip the noise of approae hing aircraft. Only P 
5-inch seaeoast batteries were at or neat authori/ 1 
strengths, and even these, like all other units, \*< 
devilled by unending minor shortages of tools, SjW 
parts and miscellaneous ordnance items. 

Of the three islands, it would be- safe to say 
Peale was the most advanc ed, both in general I'' 1 
de velopment and in defensive orgaui/.alion. * 
though Battery B, the 5-inc h seaeoast unit at T< 
Point, had only been fully organized since arrival 

personnel on 2 November, the battery position NS 

generally well organized. Much the same c ould 
said of Battery D, ^dnch antiaircraft, set up neat I 
southeast end of the island. Although not all 
placements had been completely sand bagged, th ( 

were adequate personnel shelters plus undcrgrou 1 

stowage for- 1,100 rounds of a'-inch aninuiniti (l 
Complete, though not underground, telephone M 
linked all positions atid the island strongpoint-c<> 1] 
mand post. 

On Wake Island the progress of high-priority c& 
struction, especially in the vicinity of the fight* 
snip, together with the genet al realization that t' 
was the important land mass of the atoll, had c <>' 
bincd to bring readiness almost to the level of PlC* 
Battery A, 5-inch seaeoast at Peacock Point, W 
Completely unplaced and wcll-i anion llaged >l 
though without individual shelters. Battery K, a-i' 1 ' 
antiaircraft, could show progress almost as go 
Working with only 4a* Marines, the battery nc\' 1 ' 
theless had completely cmplae rd, sand-bagged 
Camouflaged two guns and the director, while <' 

,s This was HaUcty I • Pk* thii battery, however, tin- u (t 
s.nv jn< -( <muol equipment had not ><-t arrived, so, even 

full gun-crews, its e|] eetivenr ss would have bc5Cfl SlfeW 
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1 n,(l gun was well ak>ng lowiird completion. Al- 
W™gh a Complete telephone net .with imporl;m( 
trucks douMed or tripled) connected all units 01) 
U akc Wand, (he jSdd^wirc lines unr all on the sur- 
; »'d, tecaU8C Of the de nse brush ( particularly 
aloT *g Ihc SCJUth shore , followed the ro;ul net. 

<>l Wilkes at this time, Capt. Wesley MeC. Walt, 
,,,r s l^>n^point(onun;uHler, wrote: 

Wilkes was the least developed island of die Wake 
: rn,| i ) \< *c outbreak of war, wcaptma :: * * 
M(M),V1 ' s < i i up. All wore without camouflage or pitt- 
r ,,on rx< :cpi the .:>o caliber machine guns, which had 

| ,( rn ''"ployed. All brush easl of the new ehannel had 
I <lr "'d. The ivmaininu bnwb WOpt ol" the new 

cnannel was thick and difficult to negotiate. As a rc- 
•wil oi d 1( . ( i,. ns i (v nl ^ brush, ,50 caliber machine 

had been placed fairly close to *C water line. The 

, l r - ,< * iMi dropped abruptly from 2$ to 4 reel just 

***** ** high water ui.uk. 

( )l,u '« than his machine gUnS | four 50 raliber A A 

^ dfo ^-30«aUbcr) and two searchlights, Captain 

,att Kad bltf one ac -live: battery on Wilkes, Battery 
" / ,,( ' Wndi seaeoast unit at Kuku Point. The tout 

Wai ^ dcslincd fnr Battery F were parked on 

,,1<( ' S without personnel or lire-control near. Wire 

communications between the island command post 

ilM ! aN u, "l-^rreinandeotnplete. 

situation of WMF 21 l has been discussed in 
( u ail, but the air-defense picture may well be \r- 
^marized. Wake, intended primarily as a patrol* 
J™ 1 ** /or PBY% kk the eves of the Meet;' had no 
O^mg air, raft, and only the most primit ive laeili- 
• nr any type of aircraft operations. Its defending 

mhu-i S(lu . uhon VM 21 J, waslcajtiing oil the job 

^ N y ()n I^'ate wholly ueu aire rait which, beautiful 
Uiey wctt) had no armor, no self-sealing fuel 
l;U,k ^ Wd on whic h the bomb raeks ( always 

J^^edhy naval g^teraj did not match the local 

'"Pply of bombs.'" 

() vvr and above the 1,200 civilian contrac t <m- 
Ac military population of Wake (almost 20 

Pw em of whom were without arms or equipment) 
^tohsd 38 officer and 485 enlisted as follows: 

to Defense Battalion 
_ ^fetachm ent r> officer, 373 . nlisted. 

" l i>i.ui, r.ruin, s^uadiwi ordnance officer, »t this 
'^'•'•ni W;is icvwiftg homemade modifications <>f Uw ireuM* 
< o ',i i r ,,,l ^ s M> * at ' l,y H December, two LOO-pound bombs 
1! ,,r P^curiously iwung <«ii.) truth aircraft, though lunclly 
" • MlN manner to inspire pilot confidence in ckun rcfcfcftj « 
ur anctj ihm return to tow could !><• accomplished without 
armed bomb*. 



\ Ml 21 I ..ml allai IV 

incuts. 
I nilcd S|atC8 Nav al Ail 

Station. 



12 olhc rrs, li) enlisted, 



Amis Air Corps 

i . s. s. Triton 



in officer^ ->H enlisted 

( v\ ithout arms) . 
I ollic er, I enlisted | willl- 
MUl .iiiiis). 
I enlisted i without arms, 
landed for medical at- 
tention). 

( )n the entiie atoll, thetefore, equipped and trained 
for combat, there' were but 44M marines <»l all t anks, 
the sole defense of Wake against attac k by land and 
sea and air. 

Supplies on W ake, although aggniVUtlllgly short 
in m, my pait« nla? items, were oenerallv adecpiate. 
The Marine s had 9Q cla\s' rations on hand, while the 
conttac t oroani/.ation's storerooms < ontained a (>- 
months' supply. Despite the fact that no mutual 
water supply existed, a c alehmenl system and a suf- 
li< ient number of ev aporators were in serviee to meet 
all needs for human consumption. Ammunition and 
av iation ordnance supplies on hand, while enough 
for limited initial operations, were not sulhc ienl for 
any protraelccl, continuing •defense. Medical supplies 
we re those normal for a remote, outlying station, and 
could thus be considered adequate. In addition to 
the* naval medical equipment and personnel on 

Wake, |he contractor's organisation operated a fully 

equipped hospital in (lamp J. 

Tlie general level of readiness as distinc t from adc- 
quae y of supplv and sullic ieiu v ol personnel, though 
not jteativ ide al, w as nev ei theless excellent and lullv 
Up to local possibilities, During the month of Novem- 
ber, despatch warning l»ad been received from Peari 

that : 

INTERNATIONAL SITUATION INDICATES 
vol SJIGULD tu; on tm alkki 

At this time the island commander, thctl Majot 
Dev ereux, had responded with a query as to w hethei 
the situatie)n was such that contractor's personnel 
should be di\ erled to construe tion |)t imai il\ mililai v 
and defensive in nature. UpOU tee eipt ol a negative 
replv , some- two days later, this su^ested revision ol 
priorities was abandoned, but small arms ammuni- 
tion was nevertheless issued to individual Marines, tu 

be kept in readiness in eaeh tent, and the amount ol 
ready-seryice ammunition slemed at every l;uii 
position was ine Teased. 

Although tin- held telephone equipment was olel 
,md battered and the RcM witc- Iravcd, abov e-t;i ounel 
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wire communications connected all positions, and, 
in addition, a common J-line, so-ealled, joined all 

batteries, command posts, observation-posts, and 
other installations with which the commander might 
need contact during battle. By means of primitive 

"walky-talkies," a radio net had been established to 

parallel wire communications between the respective 

command posts on Wake Island, Wilkes, and Peale. 
Atop the 50-foot steel watertank at Camp 1, the 
highest point on Wake, Major Devereux had estab- 
lished a Visual observation-post linked by field tele- 
phone to the command post. This OP, with a sea- 
ward horizon of about nine miles, w as the only sub- 
stitute for radar. 

On the morning of Saturday, 6 Dec ember, a lew 
hours of freedom from external interruption enabled 
Major DevereuXj for the hrst time since assuming 
command, to hold general drills for the entire de- 



fense battalion detachment. "Gall to Arms" 

sounded, all glin positions were manned (to tin" ( 
tent which personnel shortages permitted), (<" 

mutlications tested, and simulated targets were ' v 

gaged". 80 The drill ran smoothly and much to ll 
commanding officer's satisfaction. In return ford 
(client performance, and because his Marines W 
been working a seven-day week all autumn, Maj 
Devereux decided to grant something almost u 1 

hearcl-of on Wake : Saturday afternoon off and h< 
day routine on Sunday. J 

I lis timing of the pause for rest was better (haD 1 
knew. 



Prior to the outbreak of war s no opportunity bad 

found for test-firings, calibration, or Other gunner; exerC* 

after emplacement of weapons on Wake, The first acW v 
firing was in combat against the Japanese. * 




MARINE CAMP ON WAKE Gamp One, seen over the bow of a Navy tender moored ofTWakc 
water-tank visible on ecnter horizon served as Wake's lone observation post during the g 



to the outbreak ofwar in 1941, '\V 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



The Enemy Strikes 



Pfitn American Airways Philippine Gltpp&% 
had spent the night of 7 8 Deccmbw al 
embarked passengers Shortly sdter sunrise on 
j lf,lu,a y morning, 5 8 Cteccamber, taxied out into the 
a Jj* green of the lagoon, took take-off position, and 
^ t *® 5S a^rcd outward toward Guam, Ashore on 
JJ* the usual 0600 reveille had broken out the 

jWtiCS, all of whom were well rested after their 
' ,ln(la > <>! holiday routine. Breakfast w as being -on- 
v f, ^ Cd ,n ^ mete halls, and many Marines were al- 
f n .* H l Ull, ' in K away their teuts prior to falling out 
\ lr fafi work. Major IVvercux was shaving 

n die Army Airways ( .ommunicatious Service ra- 

^ VWSct Upby Captain Wilsou near the air strip, 

J P^Ator was coming up on frequency With the 

f aSic « Hic kam Rcld on Oahu, when, al 0650, a 
^ ,nUl( ' niuoded, proecdureless transmission eut 

Uu]u Hiekam* Oahu wwis under qnemj air 
i dT^ n Wi,s,,n wade for Major pwcrcitx^ tent, 

ddtvcre<! it to the defense commander. Major 
CreuX, alter attempting unsuccessfully to reach 

^°^an<Ier Cunningham by telephone, called the 

'"J* 1 ''"'munieationsha* k, and learned that a coiled 
P r !° r< ^ 'tansmission just in from Pearl was n«,w 
. )r,n " hrofccii down. Without hcaatatlug further, Ma- 

^^2^ ,N <,m Pi*<t telephone, called for the 

Owi longitude dale: this u.is the lamv d.,\ tw 7 1). m m. 
"'' J* «;i ilH .l.a.iuM-. 

* 1 ,,,ls tr I., live j>i i<n itii s in (1<>|..U< !i u.illu u I 1 t! ffli 

t( } ^ >Us: l V,<:a (to !»• used ojiiy t"i a h w i\p< x <,t h.ittlr- 
' '"""'tv, rouiiiw, ddemd. Thus ;» pount\ .Ir.p.ai li 
„ " ,, ,J Omsidr.aMv ,,„„,. inipm unt U ans.nissinn l!,r„ 



fa Id music mi watch and ordered him to sound "Call 
to Arms". 

Marines piled into the tnu ks which rolled to the 
battery aic as in Camp 1 as mmnerv sergeants hroke 
out their men and checked to sec that thev had then 
rillesand hall ammunition, By0735 s all positions had 
reported manned and read), a defense battalion olli- 
cers' Conference had been hrielly held, aud .i wait h 
had beefl established as previousU planned atop the 
water tank OP in < iamp I . 

Aviation, which already had the dawn patrol air- 
borne prim toarrh al of UlC news from Pearl, w ,i> ini- 
tiating measures lor the salei\ ol the 12 new Wild- 

« ats as die Philippine Clipper, recalled orily 10 unn- 

ulcs out ol Wake, envied and let do\N n into the 
gOOh. At the air strip somelhim; close to » ouslerna- 
lion existed. YMI 2 1 1 , whiih had been ou Wake 
but lour days, one a hnlidav. j <>uld hardlv be said to 
haVC gotten established. Although dispersed ain rait 

revetments were being dozed tap and would be rwdj 

by 1400 that dav, the equally nccessar\ net of Hi I CM 
roads which, for the sake of the airplanes, had to be 
smoothly surfaced, was also uncompleted. The small 
si/e of the existing paikinr- an a prohibited dispersal 
beyond rather narrow limits. Major Put nam was 
thus confronted with a dilemma whi« h he dc.M ribed 
as follows: 

The Scjuadroji Command**? faced with a choice 

between two ma jor derisions, ami in«-\ il.ibK he rhose 

the wrong (H»r. Work was ^grming simultaneously 

: Cipciiu (itnminglumi, who iniuin tdiali l\ rrniUed tin 
Philip pin* Clipper* has ^in< < -cat d i!»,a it u.is l»« who ordeftrd 
i i i < - d. ictis( battalion tti gcncrnl qtuirti ts. but it nppcam thai 
ti.is .m nun bad ;dn nil) bwti hdani i»o«m to itis h<\mux «»i .„u 
urdcr. 
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on six of the protective bunkers For the airplanes, and 
while none was available for immediate occupancy, all 
would be ready not Liter khan by 14O0L Protection and 
camouflage for facilities were not available but coiild 
be made ready within 24 hours. Fox bolca <>r other pre- 
pared positions for personnel did not exist but would be 

completed not later than 1400; To move Ihu airplanes 
out ol the regular parking area entailed grave risk of 

damage, and any damage meant the complete loss ol 
;tn airplane because of tlx* complete absent :e of spare 

parts * * * The Squadron Commander decided 
to avoid Certain damage to his airplanes by moving 
them across the rough ground, to delay movements of 

in.iteii.il until some place could be prepared to receive 
it. .mil to Oust his personnel to take natural BOVttT if 
attacked. 

Thus the primary morning activities of VMF 
23 Ts handful of pilots and mechanics were to dis- 
perse the aircraft as widely as possible in the open 
parking area and usable vicinity, to relocate the 
SqijadrOP radio installation from its original tempo- 
rary site to one tinder cover, and, above, all, to com- 
mence arming and servicing all ain raft Im < oiiilul, 
in itself no light job. 

At 0800, but a few hours after the gutted and 
blazing Arizona's colors had been broken out aboard 
the dying ship, under a hail of enemy lire at Pearl 
Harbor, Morning Colors sounded on Wake, and the 
flag announced to all hands the garrison's determi- 
nation and courage for the job ahead. 

Defensive preparations hummed throughout 
Wake, full allowances of ammunition were dropped 
off by truck at each unit; the few spare individual 
weapons in Marine storerooms were issued as far as 
they went to the unarmed AAT soldiers and to the 
naval air base bluejackets; gas masks and the old 
style World War I helmets, on hand only for 
M aiines, were distributed to the battery positions. 
On order from Major Devcreux, watt lies were set 
at (ire-control instruments and guns, while the bal- 
ance of personnel worked on fox holes, filled the few 
remaining sandbags at hand, and set about other 
measures of defensive fortification. The :i-inch 
antiaircraft batteries were Specifically directed to 
keep one gun, plus all fire-control instruments, fully 
manned. 

Initial command posts, not only for Marine units, 
but for the island commander, were hastily set up, in 
most instances for the time being resembling that of 

the 1st Defense Battalion detachment, which was 

simply a switchboard in the brush just east of (lamp 
I. Commander Cunningham's was located in Gamp 
L\ and VMK 21 I's remained in the squadron office 
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tent, personnel being unavailable from more p\r>- 1 
duties, SUCh as belting extra ammunition and tfl v 
fcrring bulk fuel into more dispensable drums. s 

At 0900, Major Putnam's four-plane combat 
patrol returned to base, and after refuelling and 1 ' 1 
ilig a smoke and StTCtcH, the four pilots 1 c lartlW g 
back into F ll-s <J through 12, took oil", execti' 
their sec tion rendezvous and climbed to 12,000 5 I 
scouting the most likely sectors lor enemy appt" < 
south of Wake. Shortly afterward, the first piM \ 
the rhili/>/„nr Clipper* ( iapt. J. H. Hamilton/ n 
ported to Major Putnam at VMF 21 Ts hcadq* ( 
ters, with orders from the Island Command^ | 

prepare to conduct a long-range southward serf t 

With fighter escort during the afternoon. ' | 
Wliile VMF 21 Ts combat air patrol was ftUm ( 
a swing north of Wake at 12,000 feet, a half W , 
below them 96 twin-tailed Japanese bombers dm' 1 
northward toward the atoll. This w;is Air \M , 
RorCC No. 1 of the Twenty-fourth Air Flotilla, b r 
at Roi, 720 miles to the south. As the group lea? 
signalled lor a gliding let-down in his 1 (),()()( 
approach, he noted that the south coast of the ^ 
w is masked by a drifting rain squall at about Zfl 
feet. The three divisions, in 12-planc V's, dropP 
rapidly down into the squall and emerged a 1 
seconds later, almost on top of the Wake airstrip- 
At 1158; First Lieutenant Lewis, command 11 
Battery L at Peacock Point, chanced to look skyw- 
just in time to see a V of 12 strange ain raft, head 1 
oxer a point just midway between ( lamp 1 
PeaCOCk Point. He jumped for a field telephone i '< 
no ted to the "J^-line as a spray of bright sparks 1 
glUl to sail through (he air ahead of the formati' 
and, as one civilian exclaimed, "the wheels dropp 1 

off the afr£lancs. M Japanese bomfcs were falling 1 

Wake. 

Lewis, an experienced antiaircraft artille ryiH' 1 
had not only complied with the commanding 1 
liter's directive to keep one gun manned, but I 1 ' 
added another for good measure, and, within 

1 TflffSC weir: Captain Khod, who relieved Major Put" 
and Second Lieutenant Davidson iti one s< < lion, and P 
Lieutenant Kinney and Technical Sergeant Hamilton in 1 
other. 

*' This sean h was never conducted, inastuiu h as thr < li|>! 
took oil lor Midway -«t t25ft evacuating certain PA A pen' 
nel plus all passenger. s exi i pi Mr II. I\ Hevenor, a CoV 1 
inent Official who missed the plan«\ was maiooned on |W 
and eventually ended up in Japanese hands. "It struck |ftf 

a rather drastic lesson in the wisdom ol' punctuality," fid 
mented Colonel Dcvcreux. 



mtitter <>r sficoadSj iwo of to*? k*s &nw$ guns 

wr.rc liarking at tlic Jiipancso, using lire-control iJata 

■>"l>l>li«l l )y lewis's estimate* All akmg the soutb 

rt; °f Wiikc, its enemy incendiary bullets began 
"> prickle and spii, .50 catifcef antiaircraft machine 

« l|n * ^feil^d lire, 

A < lose spaced pattern of 100-pouud fragmenta- 
tion bombs ami 2Q-mm, intendiary bullets laced the 
nilire VMr^ll area, where right Crummauns 
w «rc dispersed at approximatdy hundred-yard inter- 
v °' Si While hvo lli-planc enemy divisions continued 
lfJ fckftfc bomfcs and to strafe Clamp g fl one di\ isitm 
j |L t>ke ofT, swung back and approached Camp I and 
j lu = airstrip from Die westward over Kuku Point, aiul 

; ulctl for the Pan American installations on Pealc, 
m\Zh were likewise heavily attacked. By 1 21% 
r ' lrni y divisions had expended bombs and ammuni- 
JgWJ> turned away, rendezvoused and commenced 
hlc,r < I'mb back to cruising altitude. 'The pilots in 
cv ^ymieo[thepl ancs were grinning w idely. Every- 
<Jn ^va^lcd his wings to signify 'BANZAI' V 

Utj the ground, despite prompt and fairly dense 
■»'Ui:jitc 1; ir L (| W£j nm only fnHT1 B aUny t; blit from 

1 Wr^h, Pealc) and from JO calibers all over ihr 
ainll \ Ctteiny attack had taken telling elTeel, 
specially in IlIlc i a t J0Ut lhe a i r strip. 

As pil (Hs attempted to man their planes, seven of 
\ U J F4F-3's had been burned or blasted from 
^ to rudder, and the remaining one had sustained 
J^ttttlS but irre]>arable damage to its reserve 
2y Uuk - Major Bayler s air-ground radio installa- 
j Wris severely damaged by fragments and siraf- 
tM Ri and the whole aviation area seemed a sea of 
"r*** K^oline bum the 25,( 100-gallnn avgas lank 
wh ^h had been hit in the first strike; on all sides, as 

p fad drums popped into (lame. VMF 
- M k I mil n j-nf*«*feAiw: thesi 



:md spaRs hmi ikldlcd aml parUniiy 

^ Vorsl n f sill, of 55 Marine aviation personnel then 
! ° n tllti ground, g3 were killed outright or died of 
| ^ n uuds before morning, and 1 1 more were wounded 

I'P's^ U lr ]y f or t j,- H t j ;|lrt oij lr | r p| iai ^ ( . information from 

j i lUnv D oft Ifeate Without w: t ki.i W for word from 

j j"'' Hr|,:kEl1 J^ wis mudc an iostimetonms cstiwte of 

J " ?' Kil *. er^afeed H onto his din-cmr, and h.ul thr Uxm iy ... 

! . by c M(jii Nl)rkl( f^pan^a. oto6nr# jUurbfis ih<- 



and survived. At one stroke, VMT 211 had sus- 
uiiu d over Bfl percent casualties. Two pilots ( Lieu- 
tenants t h aves and l loldcn) w&tC killed 3 Jjentcnaut 
Cnnderman \vouhi dir before daybreak, and anolhrr, 
Lir!itenanl Webb, was seriously wounded, Three 
ini ire pilots, Major Putnam, Captain Thaiin and 

Stall' Sergeant Arthur, had received minor w ids 

but remained mil their feel. Almost hall gtf the 
ground- crews were death 

In Camp "2 and the adjacint Pan American 
area, the luxurious hotel, together with more import- 
ant seaplane-base facilities, was afire, the PiMpfitn* 
Clipper had ret rived a few stray machine-gun bul- 
lets, and some 10 Chamorro civilian employees ol 
PA A had been killed. 

So far as is known, the enemy escaped will t the 

loss of a single airplane, all he nigh several of the 
bombers sustained damage from AA fire. The Ma- 
tine combat aif palroh well above the raid and mo- 
mentarily scouting to the north, had not made con- 
tact, and executed a routine landing some minutes 
after the attack, To add the final stroke of ill fortune, 
YAV number [K piloted by Captain 1 CI rod, was till- 
able while landing to avoid striking its propeller on a 
mass of bomb debris, and it too was out of at lion 
with a bent propeller and a badly jarred engine, 

Admiral luonye might well cnngratulale die 
Twenty- fourth Air Holilla for their devastating 
strike and upon their iuilial good fortune, 

Raids Through 10 December 

The most bitter lesson to be derived fnnn the in- 
itial Japanese raid was of course 

the very short notice 
with which the raiders struck. This factor was un- 
doubtedly heightened by the fortuitous rain squall 
which masked lhe enemy let-down and approaeh, 
but the romplete hit k of any type of early warning 
was much mole than a matter of bad weather. It was 
a matter whit h pointed squarely at Wake's nmsl erit- 
ical shortage: the want of radar. Throughout the 
operation, lime and time again, despite the most vig- 
ilant visual observation, Japanese planes, assisted by 
the ever-booming surf winch masked engine-noises, 
would be almost at the bomb-release point by lhe 
time I hey were spotted. 

After the enemy had departed, the immediale 
problem was damage-eoni rol at the airstrip. Casual- 
ty were despatched to the contractor's hospital, a 
one-story strut tore t oiilainini; iwo wards, isolation 
fatalities, an operating room and clinic which had 



bed) takett ovGi 4 as the* bland aid station/ Hardly less 
important than the human casualties were those in- 
flicted by the Japanese on Major Putnam's k sleck 

and fat/' airplanes. 

The intat t three | numbers 10, 1 1, and I L\) wen 
immediately sent aloft on eombat air patrol and lo 
safeguard them against further surprise on the 
ground. Before the uTCfl WCTC completely out, the 
squadron < omniandcr had designated Second laeu- 

tenant Kinney as the repJaccmetii Engineering of- 
ficer, vice FirSI Lieutenant Graved who bad been 

killed. Kinney's principal assistant was Teehnieal 
Sergeant Hamilton, an enlisted aviation pilot of 
many yeatS* cxpcricni c in all phases of Marine Corps 
aviation. Within a few hours, Kinne\ and Hamilton 

had commenced the ceaseless scavenging of burnt- 
out wreckage for salvageable tools and parts whi< h 

was to mark outstandingly the maintenance in ef- 
fective operation of the remnant of VMP 211. 

Other reassignment* were hwa :cs$itated by easuat 

lies, and these were promptly made. Captain Frailer 

reorganized the ordnanc e section, Lieutenant Klie- 

wer look o\ ci the radio section, while ( laplains Klrod 
and Tharin, CXpcricnOed Marine pilots whose diver- 
sified training had included thorough fundamental 
institu tion in ground warfare, supervised construe* 

tion of individual fox holes, shelters and infantry de- 
fensive works in the VMF 2 1 1 area. Of all these 
projects, the most important in addition to that 
aheady progressing OT the ain rah revetments was 
the mining f, f the airstrip with he. ivy dynamite 
Charges .it [JHMbot intCfVab, This was primarily a 
( ounter-airborne seheme, and was eoordinated w ith 

deej) bulldozed furrowing of all open ground about 

the snip where airborne landings might be accom- 
plished. ( lommeiu iilg that night as a further precau- 
tion, heaw engineering equipment was parked at 
regular intervals so as to obstruct the runway at all 

times when friendly planes were not aloft. based on 
what was then know n of enemy < apabilities, it WHS 
planned not onlv to continue tlie dawn and dusk 
reeonnaissaiK e (lights but to maintain a noon eom- 
bat ail- patrol to attempt interception of succeeding 

raids. 

' The I'.at.ilion surgeon of the 1 s t D< i. !lM ltattaliou dr 

tnclnnr nt, Lt (j. f < ; uhI.iv < M. k.din, \t ( I s, V, 

was ;i! »1\ assisted by his Civilian Colleague, Dk, Lawtnn M. 

siiiink, tin cofftnicioi \ surgeon, whost coobma undej Bra and 

inrdiral c-llic icui v won liiuli piaisr tlirottghftlftl Uir drlm-. 
Dr. Slj.ink (lid not sn.vivr itnjM isnnmrnt, ln>t ItC lias siru I 

i)rcn i (•(•(Miirf m ii(|< (I for posttiuraoufl award of tlx- Nov) ( :»<>-. ,. 
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Throughout the atoll, the tempo of activity 1 
eepl among the majority ot contract workmen M 

'vad\ Swift; had been aeeelerated perceptibly jj 
result of the first air raid, which had demolish a 1 ' 

so graphically the cneinv's power to inlliet da?nft 

At all battery portions, individual improvrni' 
of eni[)laeements, fox holes, camouflage and all [>" 
sible defensive work was pursued. As a protect' 1 

against any attempt by the enemy lo force Vti$ 

Charms a Navy fighter, loaded with dynamite ati' 

ii stack of concrete Modes, was anchored dircji th 

the channel, t elephone lines, exposed as they W l 
above ground, had been pounded and w hipped ap J 
in the bombing. Steps were therefore initiated' 
double up key trunks and to attempt to dig the 0 
important underground.'" Constrtu tion of more cN 
able and permanent command posts and shell* 
were likew Isc initiated before the day dosed in a tfl 
di i/xle. 

As a final, somew hat macabre touch, the bodic- 
Wake's first dead were taken from the boSpfo 
which had no mortuary, to an empty reefer bo* I 
Camp L\ and were placed there pending CVCU^ 
burial. 

During the night, working as best they could 1 
blac k-out, aviation Marines, assisted by volutin 
civilian equipment operators, followed a prcvi' 11 
design experimentally worked out at Bwa b\ Mai' ,! 
Air GrOUp 21, and completed eight blast-pro< >l a 
Craft revetments, By next morning, 9 Decxmlii 

w hich daw ned bright and < Icar, the four opcratiol^ 
aircraft (including number 8 with the daman' 
reserve fuel tank were therefore relatively s.i< 
Plane 9, which required an engine overhaul 
propeller repairs, yyaS also being worked on within 
bunker. 

Forty-five minutes before dawn, at 0500, the 
began w ith general quarters, following which the & 
lense ( onunander set Condition I. This Conditio^ 
readiness consisted « >f having all phones manned afl 1 

"Approximately m p&tem of tkU proup ImtiUJd'iaf 

vulunh ri. <l (or duties < onn< ( h d with tlx* clrl. nsr <>| \\ A' 
and many ot thcSC Served willi hctoUtll .»nd nftflcjcticy tliion^ 1 

(•ni tin- opt r.iiion, noiric ntti'^npting i<» rnlist. 

One sironjrpoint uortiinnndcir comments^: w Siir/hce )i" 
raoorld nol M^m to stnnd up altiioiu'ii \ wn< .ill parollcl^ 
\Vr u.,ni« (i K, Imma tin in, btiJ m could nol do m> i»> [va* 1 
* * * wiMadtring tin senn iu <>! mvvi to do llic work, ^ 

CtMlW not oUlltin prnuission to ih, tl».- ditcMiggM of A 

cootructoni * * *. M 



1 , m "Us open; weapons ami fire-eontrol instruments 

I 1,,IK m ^ncd;andb?Uilc4ookou(spost^. 

i Vl n "' l V sifter thdr monung warm-up, the four 
it 11 | s took erf! aver Peacock Point, rendezvoused 
u 111 s<, < lion over the held and clunbfcd upward toscout 
; ( 1,11 h) ,<5() mile sc t to,s along the most probable routes 
4 ,,h ,,r 'n\ approach. At 07GQ, by the time the Rghtcrs 

* ,,Hl finished their search and were close aboard 
Ik; ln,n ^va«d boufld, the defense battalion detachment 
i w ** pleased to < ibndition 2, which relaxed personnel 

) ,r ' ,(,m <^ to permit only half the gUttS al eaeh posi- 

< l,) be taanncd, reduced fire-control instrument 

v ,,<Us < atld allowed emulation of Marines around 

I I Prions while at W0ri< of which there was ample 

|U Al W30 the ( irnmmanns returned with negative 
K , l >,),ls ^ and, al the airstrip, Lieutenant Kinney enn- 
, " !,, ! r(1 W> tinkering with plane ( >. Willi the sfpiad- 
|^? SCn g>neering ptQWem what it had In c ome, it was 

5 i 4C * cn< dial means musi he established for hangar 
I ^ ?ctha ul and rught work hy black-out Considering 

.J^C problems, Major Putnam determined to mod- 

* j N IWO of the n: . u plane shelters by enlarging them, 

,*^JP* n 8 down entranced from ground level, and 

,, thcitl over wilh I-beams, lumber and light- 

j''"" 1 P»UHns, By this expedient it would he possible 
L ° induct extensive overhaul and maintenanee 
1,1 % dock and al\\a\s with maximum pro- 

ill IccUqq, 

*j *hc morning wore on, individuals tended to 



ealher e\e 



inau- 



jj ! |' I^I ( .m , lo their fox holes and peel a weall 

9 ^ VWard. based on the known distance to th< . 

~ l J ,,u ll Marshy it had already been a simple matter 

l|i n>m pme that, with a dawn lake-oil, Japanese 

111 ,,,n,, ><'rs could reach Wake at any time after 1100, 

0 Xl 1 145, methodical almost to a fault, the Twen- 
[ ^;^nU Air Flotilla arrived over Wake from Roi. 

W "^timeihey were spotted by MTarineGironer 11. ( :. 

* "* nU ; Who was in ch^gC of the water tank OP. 

1 1 • 1,,nn few se< onds after he had shouted his warn- 
1,1 ! tt 8 ^Ito tin- J-line, the air-around radio i onee more 
„' '' j ,) P ( 'i.ttio, l \s iili makeshift equipment obtained b\ 
,tf A1:i l«H b ;iy ler from the Naval Air , w as Letting 
d . u, «ribat air patrol of the raid ; on the around, l)a> 

^^^^ to general quarters; and, all civet 

1< 4 At , m h|hJ . t |j ( j W; ,kr ,v< r pQt&ftl a sim-l'- nir-t.ud .il.nm. 

•'" iU (fie t,. u liliun..l tlmr-shm snain- I s ;>l:n m-s'.ijn.il 

^ S J* ,1 " onl) nlwnatlve. I\p< nm. niN w<t<- tried wJiucvty ttfv 

« h UM,, a.<| adt0 hulMS U(M . ullrtl |n itorNHQ kano^, Juil llns 



the island bursts of three shots, the now a< < epted 
air-raid alarm," were hchlg I"**'! m spread the WWll 
As the leading Japanese planes approaehed Pea- 
COcfc Point at HUSK) fct'l a writ oine eh.m-e Ikhii 
(lie po \ous day balteiies npene.l hie Imin IVale 
,iiid Pc^COck just before the lirst salvo of bombs \n,«s 
release<l. A few momeuls brlme, south of W 'ake. 
the eombat air |)atrol had made eontaet with one 
Hank of the line of division Vs. ,md, while the « -in m\ 
pl.mes drone<l steadilv mi at [GO knots, Ll. Da\ id D. 
Kliewer and Tec hnieal Scrgcawj 1 hunilton tn.m.i-ed 
io ( ul oil a Straggle despite hot n tuin lire bom a 

tap turret As the bombei nosed down into its final* 
fUirtring spin, Wnch Infih-cxplnsive shells began 

burst in and arou JU | planes ol thereutei di\isinu. ,md 
the fighters bo >ke oil . 

bombs began to strike <'> r ground: first m Pea- 
cock stroun-poinl, all about Uallerv P. one of the 
Z.-im h batteries now in a. lion, dam,it;im; a '.-imh 
mm and shattering the t amv-fmder <»f i lo>el\ ad- 

jaeeni Battery A 5-i> h scaeoasj . Up the east leg 

of Waki Ishind travelled the strike of bombs; ( lamp 
2 was ne\t. The (outran tor's hospital re< ei\ed dire, t 
hits and bttrsl intfl Hames; civilian .md NitVJ b.u 
laiks; garagC and blaeksinilh shop; tii l\ ai u e-base 

storehouse and machine shop afl ^rc destrayed 

within a lew minutes l>\ lire or explosion. The in- 
t i,inplete \.i\«il Air Station, .idj.u eut on Peaie. de- 
spile ihe steads too ol PalleiA DV ;i-iii( h gum lOl^ 
destnu tive hits in tin' aeroloLueal buildin-J, hau-ar, 
and radio station, where a Loeater part ft! Wakes 

Navy radio gear was destroyed on the spot. 

But tllC tight Japanese air dis< ipHjie, <'\* ellenl for 

defense against tighten*, made »Ih'*u fotinatituw a 
well-aligned, carefully closetWup, massed largct hit 

anihtin rsift nuns, and. b\ the time bombs had hit 
Peale, live bombers were visibly smokinu bom tin- 
i;round. A moment lalet, one of these burst ijltO a 
sheet of (laiUC anil disintegrated in tflC an. Wake's 

second certmii kill. The other lour limped toward 

home somehow but ware still smoking ' when the 
Jl-posver antiamtafl heinhl-hnder tracked ihem 

out of sight. 

The resullaul damage almost iipialed that t>( lllC 
initial raid. The hospital, Hllcd with wounded lo-m 
the day before, burned to the gftHtm! while the 
MUL»,(onssa\ed liisi the patients and then what mc di- 
I al supplies and equipment mmiUI be sab aged, < :amp 

« .\ |.i,>.mrsr |Oinn.«t nnliratrs I li.il t 1 at tin IhmhIm is \\( m 
it.imi.v-r il I>n ;mU.»iM i.ai life durjlllfi Has ,iM.h L 
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2 and the Naval Air Station were now as badly off SIS 
the airstrip and VMF 21 Is area. 

Pour Marines and 55 civilians were killed. 

Japanese aviation's performance this day, how- 
ever, had COnVCyed some lessons to the defenders. 
Snmming them up, from 9 December until the final 
( airier-strikes, Major Putnam would write: 

The original raid * * * was tactic ally IVCll con- 
ceived and skillfully executed, but thereafter their tac- 
tics wen- stupid, and the best that can he said of their 
skill is thai they had excellent flight discipline, The 

hour and altitude of their arrival over the island was 
almost COtlStanl and their method of attac k invariable, 
so that it was a simple matter to meet them, and the) 

5J cv £ r i ; .. ,ll,T **1 Brst day, .not through unopposed 
The afternoon of S >Dcccjube r .saw commencement 

of what WQllld be a" painfully familiar and laborious 
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process Oil succeeding afternoons: the business c ' 

collecting wounded^ <>f picking and salvaging for u' 1 J 

damaged items amid blasted ruins, the reloc ation <" 



The Japanese attack on Peac ock Point's anliai 1 
Craft battery ( Battery K) suggested to XL i ior 1 *& . 
ereux that the enemy we re- working in a familiar m\ 
logical sequence. On the- day before, they had strue, 
ftl Wake's means of fighter de fense. Today thev 
bombed not only the Naval Air Station but the Jjj 
inc h battery whic h had opened so promptly attain- < 
their first raid. To protec t his remaining nCSt-Cgg ^ 

AA weapons, the commanding officer of the defend] 

detachment therefore orde red that Battery E eva< i J ( 
ate its present position and displace to a new sW 
some (>()() yards east and north, from which the ba< , 
ten could carry out prese nt antiair missions eqUatt 



MI, At foe 



same time, to bring the battery ixp to its 



r^^^^ivencas, Marine Gunner W< tCimtry was 

^ Wilkes In pic k up ( ,nc of the unmanned Bal- 

P 'V f 3-inch guns as a substitute for that knocked out 
9 tadajfa raid. The displacement was cxe< i*ted with 

, <M,r platoon (two gum] at a time, the first be- 

"pand ready to Rrc at the new sin- before the 



<|int 



ItC old 



11,1 the hospital destroyed, another pressing 

PJ 1 »«n had arisen. Thai ^tcrnoon, therefore, the 
* Commander directed that ammunition now 

I' I ,)Nsr(l i» Magazines 10 and 13 "igloos" ol rein- 
' r * c <* concrete and stecj be placccl in the open to 
^ te 3 for two LM-bed underground wards. Inte- 
,ll ^cnsi(,ns of the CTStwhitc magazines wm 230 
loVch < l T l,,r SklrS ' Aml M lhr Wgh^t, a 1 r >-!oot 

■lb BlackccUout operation ol the new aid tfa- 

■ "Mvoiikl ol ( -oin^r be pOSSlblc and de c trie lighting 

Ishdt 10 PIW i<!< <! l>v sm;i11 ° linr - r,u * ,i,l(,rs - Thc 

IL '.^ Ur '<' loc ated at the north and south ends, rc- 

■ ' tlV %a oC a -roup of four sudi newly completed 
' Lj^? 4 ?^ ScparaljoU of lhr tWO wards was intcn- 

■ A , for the sake of safety in dispersion, and medi- 

[jJ ^"pplus wert equally divided between them. 

l Jn . 1,,,,,,r *Ud station, under Dr. Kalm, lunc tioned 
&04Uhcm shelter, and a N a\ y-c iv ilian aid sta- 
was established in the northern one under IV. 
**• By nightfall, both wore in operation. 
| XM WOUgh the night the Marines of Battery B la- 



- q to Complete displacement. Aided by eonlrac- 
^ * *^Ucka and almost a hundred civilian volunteers, 

J* 111 ^ sandbags too valuable and scarce to he left 
' fr^ position), Grc-controj equipment ami am- 

1 , l!Ul, On were removed to the new site where em- 
Ll,1 J ( ' lr i < nU nls WCITC dug, sandbags refilled and the Rims 
i i n J n *g*in. By O. r )00, just in time lor dawn gen* 
garters, battery E was ill position and ready to 

t n 1 Q Hfre ni her, after a morning of continued 
' ,1S,N / aTltv'ly, (lie Japanese confirmed the de- 

(,s expectation thai the previous day repre- 

hm sample of the prospective pattern ol hie 



" • ^ (,ril d. ) on Wake, At i045 or a short time after, 

pi n s ame bombers appeared, this time from the 

Al ^ain VMF ?H intercepted, and again the 
IlSli ( ^' ,( l'on scored. C.iptain Klrod, leading the <om- 
$ ^""Pafcrol, personally shot down two more bomb- 
0 8 *«9c the 3-inch Runs slammed away. 
aft cm lSd5 JV) ,;,i( l agWn hit what luekily was now the 



Point, although batterv E's Rims were firing on the 
enemv from their new site. battery 1>, the other l\i - 
live ; > - i i m It unit. Oil Pcatlc, received two successive 
passes l)\ one division. During the Inst, although the 

battery very b» onvenicnUy saifftwd a power-plant 

I aSUjdly at just the Wtong moment and thus had to 
lire on barrage data, one euemv plain was seen to 
( ati h lire, and < ireled hat k, smoking l).ull\ . 

Ol! Wilkes, however, IWrCtoforC uninjured, the 
enemy scored a SUC^ess whiell compensated lot 
his bad lK>mbtng over Peale. One stic k ol b«>mbs 
lit squarelv on a construction dump c»l dvnamite 
in w hie h 125 tons we re I ft heel west mI the "Aru 

The resultant explosion de nuded the- inciter pari 
ol W ilk. s of brush, set ofl .ill i-ine h and Wwil le.uls 
ammunition .it batte ries I. and f I loilmute lv the 
latter was still not in full Commission , and swept 
the- se.ue»ast battery (L) ( le.in <>l lU'CCSHorirt*, lighl 
fittings and anytliing dse in the IcaM mov able-. To 

everyone's amazement, casualtic*on VViltes ame>unt- 

c »l to but e>ue Marine killed, four Marine s wounded, 
and e.ne e ivilian sulleriiiR as well he- mii-ht from 
shoe k. 

Damage to battery \. w is si lions if n<»t crippling. 

When the da/ed gunners pic ked themselves up, thev 
fOUlld that all battery lire-control instruments e\- 
CCpt the gUU telescopes on (inn 2) had been de- 
stroyed, blown awav or damaged beyond repair- 
The guns themselves, nigged pieces of naval <>nl- 

nancC fna&t to Stand Ipng and hard lives at sea, weie 
similarly battered, (iuu tubes were dented, firing 
locks torn Off, trainiiiR and elevating racks buried 
and distorted. 

battery \\ the hitherto unmanned 3-incIl batterv, 
had Suffered similar but not quite SU sea ions damai-e. 
One more gnu (over and above* the damaged 
weapon Whkh had just bee n towed down from Pea 
cock Point) had sullered serious injurv from blast 
and living debris. Marine (iuiiner M« Kinslrv 
this ve ry morning, had been dim ted by the dele use 
detae hmeni commander to lorm with thc-se guns a 
scratch antiboat batterv horn sailors and c ivilian 
volunteeis, had lost hall his weapons be lore st.uimc 
in. Finally, one (>l)-ine h scao blight im Wilkes had 
been knocked end-< >\ e i -e ucl, w ith resultant ma jor 
damage to the de-lie ate arcs, bearings, and elee tionu 
fittings of the inultimillion-e anclle power light. 

'•• l hr "Nt w Cllnnttrl t, a p«rtiaUy k el Wiiun 
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His judgment ratified that th6 enemy were defi* 

nitcly attempting to knoek nut WakeV .mii.iii < r,i 1 1 

defenses, Major Devcrcux again ordered Batter) 13, 

principfll objfiCl ftf enemy altentioiis, to displac c\ this 
tifjlC t<> a position north of the airstrip in the interior 
angle of thr lagoon, The dummy guns $d up in ihe 
original Peacock Point antiaircraft erfipla< cments, by 

HOW rather badly haltered, were renewed during the 

afternoon of 10 December and the unmanned fourth 

gun of Hallery (5 was delaehed from the ballerv h,i 
anliboat eniplaeement elsew here.' 1 Reasoning hit h 

prompted selection of the site above the airstrip was 

subsequently explained bv the battery l ommandei : 

Most all bombing runs \\rir made from the east Of 
west and the bombs were dropped alpttg the length of 
thr island. In this position thr Japanese must make a 
run for die battery alone and most of the bombs would 
he losi in die lagoon. 

All night the Marines of Battery E sweated out a SC< - 

ond displacement, ftrtd frgain before daylight the 

much displaced Standi battery was in position and 
ready to shoot. 

And they, as well as the Other Marines on Wake, 
might well now ask, "What next.'" 

Genesis of the Relief Expedition 

In his first message after the Pearl Harbor holo- 
caust, President Roosevelt had warned the American 

people to be prepared for word of the fall of Wake. 
Yet before the gutted Arizona** hulk had ceased 

burning at Pear] Harbor, thought was being given 

and initial action taken to attempt a relief or rein- 
forcement of Wake. 

There were many commitments to be made, how- 
ever, and lew resources available* With the core of 

the fleet on the bottom of Pearl Harbor, there could 
be little question, for the time being, of a sustained 
and aggressive Reel defense. Wake, as well as ihe 
other outer islands, would stand or fall largely by its 
own strength and by the ability of its Marine garri- 
son, perhaps slightly augmented from ihe small re- 
sources at Pearl Harbor, to keep from hcihg snullecl 
Out like ( iuani. 

To reinforce these islands Johnston, Palmyra, 
and Midwa) Were the key points in the inner defen- 
sive area about Pearl available Marine farCCS GUI 

I liis sinulr .'.-inch gfUTl, whirl, later figured conspii uousK 
in the iklrn.sr, wa> loralrd south nl thr airstrip and WW 
2 \ \ \ an a. Srr map I. 
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Oahu included two defense battalions, the 
and the Fourth; " elements of the First Defense I' Vs< 
taliou; and miscellaneous barracks and ships 1 u ' 
(achment personnel. If personnel were to be l<>' :< ' 
for the relief of Wake, it would constitute a cha^ '< 
against this meager balani i • 

I Vom the Standpoint of materiel, it was forhin ^ 
thai a stoek-pile of l>ase-defeu>e equipment and Ha 

vauced base supplies (including radar) was alrcfisu 

on hand at Pearl 1 1 arbor in tin- hands of the M.' : Y 
Defense Four quartermaster. Fighter airi raft, Wh< 
tO radar the CDOSt < rue ial need on Wake, were in 
ready en route to Pearl from Sati Die^o, from wMafij 
the I'. S. S. Stirato^a, w ith Marine fighting S(|«i' th 

ron 221 embarked, had departed ;tt maximum sp l 

On 8 December, at 1019 (west longitude time *'d< 
would be 9 December on Wake . w 

By9 I )ecembe, , ! Admiral Kimmers stall' liad I* fo 
general plans lor an attempt to relieve Wake. On U1 
December, the next day, these had c rystalli/ed. 

The expedition to Wake itself would be sent S ^ 
ward under cover of Task Force M to be < omp ' ) 

of one c arrier (Sftrntoga, still bearing VMF 

Cruiser Division (i (three heavy cruisers, AslOfi 

Minneapolis* San tfrancixco) r antl Destroyci Squ^ 

ron 4 ( !) destroyers ; , the Tangier* a seaplane teiul 'I 

suitably adapted hit transportation of troops a H 

equipment, and a fleet oiler , AVe//e\ ). To divert ll|V 
Japanese in the Marshalls and to provide strati n ' 
support, Task Force 1 I, a similar force less tr;i> 11 < 
porta) built around the U. S. S. Lcyin^lon , w 0$ 
strike enemy forces and bases supposed to exist «M 
Jaluit, HI 1 mile s south of Wake. In general supp' 1 '. 

of Task Force* 8 and l I , Vice Admiral Hakcy, fa 
U. S. S. Enterprise) commanding a third similar $ 

force, would operate west of Johnston Island. 5 
Mar ine- ground units for the relief of Wake WO^ &l 
consist of selected elements and equipment from N 1 

( ; 

' I Ins battalion, which during 1941 l i executed 

o\« is. as displ.urniruts thftfl ans othri df It mm- L.ittalion in V ^ 
I'h . t Marinr I'oirr, hail l>< rn pulled out of ( iuanlanamo Wj 

Cuba, dorwg I, a.- October l'UI. moved srcrnlv Lhroitgti I W 
l*. m, mi, i Canal n» Peart Harbor, and bad arrived on Monti-' 

1 DcCCmOCTi just in time to ox i I I li- Japanese. On 7 I >• I I 
her, although Iwudlv u nlo.ul« tl, th'- Itattalinn had put .i \M 
balmy (Battery V) into ac tion in d< |< nsr <»> the N.«w ^ ' l<, j| 
tor. tthfll with auti.iiu oil I mat him -mm units. Sinre it had j ,: 
eomplctrd an 0VCT3C3 mOVOnuint and had its < (,uipni. ia ir.i' ' 

for wavier, thr Fourth was a logical tifiolec to its i»v*nt^V 
ml- in thr attempt to relieve Wake. ft 
Throughout this section dealing with thr relief attend 

wrst toUgtUldc dlttCS and local timrs will Im rniploNrd 



J Pourth Dctetisc Battalion, which, on 10 ttamrihefc 

* tTe Verted lot immediate embarkation. Baitcrica 
< W into march order, fhe-e ontrol Instruments were 

* C( any minute (law, and (mops were issued 

* , lh *8 well ;,s the hand-etehed monel-mnal 

| ' r,M,h< ^">ii tag», siill as novel as the steel helmets 

''^| ,h,1 ^llKindsha(l(| ( ,nned<mdH- 7th. Among the 
a ^ncS, die destination \v;.s sec ret, hut like m;mv 
r : ,,,,h J was badly kept: "WVrr lulled lor Wake" 

^ J*^ id Decern- 

, j in ' B V nightlall substantial progress hod been r&ade 
I^^PP^g tlu> tiny relief force for departure, and 

j ,J ,n,)1 V of supplies by black-OUt no simple lask in 

, 7 ( ^s was well along. 

tl ( i r|s " Ur 0,1 10 December, however, came Further or* 

Q delay the preparation and return hoops and 
>\(;ifw 



w ,is radai soinclnmu mi 



Fotniliai v\ i*u sis a w< »rd to 



l.j lo\ l,)< I,S - 1 ° lfuir f(,,m(T battery positions. This do 
^hieh on troop levels appeared to he cancel- 

Was 01 < asioiied by two 
j ( \ s ; ( j j y ' 1 h( ( ( ^sity to await arrival of Sautlo^ti 



, . "'"*n on troop levels 
r?*tfthe uholepro,e<t 
-eessitv to a 

is(I)ic " l ' u " '"^i".^ ;| " >p*cd f"" 11 Sart 
' *e .„,'' 

ft r\ "" 

' () » 12 December 



J ip | 6t 80i ;ul(l flfc) clisiir by CinCPaeV slad to rom- 
11 <)N <"r-all estimate of the Pacific situation. 



^1 •"icniDH', at early dawn, die relief force 

8 : n loading equipment and supplies aboard the 
ii J l-lv- 70, whirh was berthed at Navy Yard Pier 10. 
tlVVak^ ai feast partial information from 

inccds \ U) ,Iu k^kagurcd (gland's most pressing 
i' v< oi,|i | N|,ui,Uk suppi) acjivifiea at Pearl Harbor 
tl l fjl flllnis *i die following critical items: 

l aiK j complete sets of lire-control instruments 
,| ( <Ua -^arisniission systems for 34tich antiairt raft 
i ( , ^ ncs < Plus additional electric al data-transmission 
^ ' and ordnance tool.s and spares. 

' 5*itk h ,US |),US n(Vcl((l ilrms rnl al1 

i j 1 sr 'i« <>ast liie-eontrol and ordnance gear pievi- 

1 , 3^ tc *an 3 million rounds of belled .. r >0- and ,3ft. 
K?n n< j .! Machine-gun ammunition, plus ample rille 

* n i |),M()I ammunition and grenades. Barbed wire, 

l ' 'i^^onncl ntincs, and additional engineer tool.-. 

"'""sand rounds of f)-inc h shell and 12,000 
"«, N ,,,n<l ; s,,f ; -'Uc h shell. The latter, equipped With new 

Aj£ . ,(, -M-<-ond mechanical time lu/es, would give 

j ( | Na ^ ( ' antiain raft bain lies a higher cdlfrlg and 
'< \\< j c,r l >rni 'able ballistic performance than the 
I W War I LM-seeond powder-train antiaircraft 
tt which they were supplied. 

' lf *t important in this < ritieal cargo, however*, 



man) Marine? of dajfo ( to* wtrfj warning set, 

an SCR L'70, and a primitive lir« -conl«ol radai, (he 

st :R were stowed aft on the night-ito k ui the 
yVi^fVr, 

As the loading swirled to completion Oil !.'» IV- 
. • inber. the following Marine relief force, c om- 
manded by rust Ll. K. D, I b inl, Jr.," embarked 
aboard the '/'nn^in : 

Battery P, Fburtli Drffnsr (JattalioTL I'Ml ; inrh 

.iiitiaireral I ) . 

Buttery H. Fouiih Dclmsr haitaliou, I .\ 1 1 Much 

MMCoasl ) . 

lYovisiMiuil ground and ;in( i.iio r.i It uiaeliine ?;mi ftt> 

radinieni from BattcHbs II and I. Fourth Defcme 

Batuilion. FMP, 
Provi>vion;il liendquartew nnd ->-i\ i« <• tlclaehmrnl Frpin 
II & S Baltvry, Fourth Defense Battalion, FMF 

l)et;u hment o! VMF VZL 

While all this loading was bchlg (ataied c»ut, 

Cruiser Division <>, commanded b\ Rc .u Admiral 

Ffank j. Fletcher, I S\, remained in Pearl llaib.H , 

awaiting arrival of the- Saratoga with her load of 

airc raft for Wake, and the venerable AV< In v. of a 
class well-known for its slowness i 12 knots with a 
Fair wind was maximum speed , stood b\ to ac t as 
lask FbrCC train. 

By nightfall on 13 December, loading and em- 
barkation were completed, and the- TttHghl shifted 
to a berth in upper Pearl Harbor. After darkness on 
the next day, M Deeember, SdMttigti arrived in the 
Hawaiian area, but was unable to cuter Pearl by 
night while the antisubmarine nets w» re c losed. At 

()!>()() next morning, 15 December, Saratoga stood in 

and eommeneed to refuel, and, at 1600 the- same 

day, (he Tangier f Meetiess and a temporary escort 

of four destroyers stood out of Pearl in a twilight 

sortie, to rendezvous later at uca with Sawtagn and 
( a uiser Division fi« 

Helj), it seemed, was ( ntoutr lo the dc b iidn^ ftj 
Wake-. 

Enemy Plans And Actions, 8-11 December 

From Truk, Admiral Inome, eoinnmiHlin^ the 

Imperial Japanese- I'omlh l lec t, had se t numerous 
project* and operations in motion on H Dr< c-mbei. 



I wn ctAyS i , |iisl | >i toi lo s.tilnu:, \\ VVitN cl« (. i ininrd In 

mid Col If. s. Isuwttt torvrard u> > ,n. • . Ubnd 

CommAiidiTi w. »!.<-. .nnl upon bu^rdijrA \\v l| " 
ttfficn took command rti \hc Mprtnu Pom rtnhark«^li 
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Not only was lie charged by run en l war plans wiiii 
Capture and base development of Wake, but, more 
important, that oi Guam and the Gilberts (notably establishments which could contribute to any 



Principal targets had been the naval air station, 
plane facilities, and the various other supp^ 
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Makiu and Tarawa . Simultaneous operations, 

roughly similar, w e re therefore in progress oil 8 and 
') December against Wake, Guam, Makin. and 
Tarawa, 

by dark on 10 December, Guam, defended 1>\ a 

lew Marines Witft ho weapons larger than machine 

guns, had fallen to an outnumbering naval attack 
force. Earlier that same day, Makin had surrendered, 
and Tarawa had been raided by a Japanese landing 
partv Which had rummaged about while the British 
authorities lav in hiding, and withdrawn after taking 

a few prisoners. 

W ake alone remained. Despite its small si/e, and 
the offhand manner in which Admiral Inouyc's 
directive from higher authority had dismissed it, the 
people On (lie grQUnd al Thtfc and Kwajalein w et e 
not inclined to dismiss it so lightly, bceausc, even 
though the other objec tives had fallen with antici- 
pated ease, it was know n that Wake's defenses were 
mih h farther along, and il was estimated that some 
1,000 troops and b()() laborers composed the de- 
fending garrison. Finally, although the initial raid 
had accomplished all that could possibly have been 
expected, it was apparent thai Wake's lighter avia- 
tion still remained aggressive, and the flak, if not 
heavy, was continuous and prompt. Between these 
two, the Twenty-fourth Air Flotilla had certainly 
lost five of its airplanes, anil at h ast four more 
"smokers" seen from Wake mac well have failed to 
reach their base at Roi. 

The Twenty-fourth Air Flotilla w as < om posed of 

Air Attack Forces 1 and T The former, as we have 

seen, (lew shore-based bombers, and the latter, some 
15 four-engined patrol bombers (probably kawa- 
nishi 97*$}. Air Attac k Force 1 based on Roi, while 
Air Attack Force J, which was also bombing or 
SCOUting Baker, How laud, Nauru, and ( )cean islands, 
was for the time being at Majuro, 840 miles south 
of Wake. 

( iommander Twenty-fourth Air Flotilla was 
charged with preliminary ait operations, including 
necessary aerial softening of Wake. I lis plan of pre- 
paring Wake for the Japanese landing was orthodox 
and correct. The first raid had been dircc ted at the 
airstrip and VMF 21 P$ twelve new fighters: with- 
out them, Succeeding raids would be easier. The sec- 
ond raid was essentially a 



lion defense of the atoll. This ac< omplishcc. 
Twenty-fourth Air Flotilla could settle method** 1 
down to the more routine business of taking (fit 
various batteries, both antiaircraft and sc.i' ' ' 
With this in mind, the raid of K) December had 
centrated on Pcale | where poor bombing as w : 
Battery 1 )\s return lire had netted the Japan '' 
zero return) and on Wilkes, whose dynamite Alt 
had rewarded the airmen with a gralifyingly l> < 
sive and visible explosion. 

Perhaps by the standards of aerial preparati^ k 

Stwl Uki iU.. tart ,,,, fnr •od.n-l l/wi nf /villi I 



quired bv the Japanese for reduction of other 
objectives this could be considered adequate 
erthcless, as events would shortly prove, the IL 
days' bombing While inflicting considerable d;"' 1 , 
on Wake, had been insufficient to warrant thek 
ing as it would be attempted. ] 

Aetual conduct of this operation was dclegat* 
Rear Admiral Kajioka, ( lommander Desl 1 ^ 
Squadron 6, whoSC (lag New in the new light ll 
Yubarli Perhaps the best summary of the Ian 1 ' 1 
plan itself comes to US from the mouth of hi* 1 \ 
of staff: 

n 

In general, the plan was to have 1$Q men la' 11 
W ilkes bland and the balance, .U)() men, on the' 
side of Wake Island to capture the airfield. The H' P 
east CQaSt was unsuitable for amphibious landings! : "\ 
we didn't think this was too favorable a place cW " 
the defenses. The alternative lauding plan WAS 
the event of bad winds on the south side of the l> ,, 
We w ould land on the northeast and nor th c oast « 
We expected to have a rougll time and that we ^ 

have difficulty with a landing forcq of only 450 1 ( 

It was at the beginning, Of the war; we couldn't ni' r;i 
many men as WC Considered necessary, and i l U 
planned in an emergency to use the co ws of th<' ]> 
stroyers to storm the beach, j 

The naval force at Admiral Kajioka's dispose 1 
the capture of Wake comprised a task force bjjtl 
light cruiser (the flagship >. two obsolescent %) 
cruisers (fire support and covering duties), sis 
stroyers, two destroyer-transports, two new M 
ports, and two submarines. 1 ^ 

d; 

,H Yubiiri. 1'alsuta and 'J't nryti (2 old light Cruiser^ to 
prising Cruiser Division 18); Oit,\ lluvite, Mutsuki. 
ra°i, Mochizuhi, and Yayoi {ii older destroyers, conip' 
Dt snoyri Divisions 29 and 30): Patrol Boats ;i2 and w, 
. ailed r a< to.ilh old destroyer* converted into light ^ 
carrying draft With missions similar lo lh<- American 
and Kotnjo and Kmuyu M/nu. I»>|li inrdhiin transports- 



M E '*^^*Jfctt% lhc r I\v«-nly-loiii Lh Air FloCilla 
u l* V( »ild act as necessary inasmuch as reduction of a 
ipm 'Soutfe .Seas" island such as Wake amid hardly 
% bc tleemod of s„m 
lif'na of ,,„■,,•„.,..,;,. 

1 !u ' men of the landing force were Kajiok. 



* of $$$$$ Naval | j!1M(1 ; ng F orcc prtoMid as- 
2 1 ta * e Fnmlh PfcCt What their armament or 
ldtoT.' 11 ' W1U 'I Jnlc,lt was is "ot known, but is pi esiinied 
On,. ULVC ,>CCn that " (Jr mal Tor Japanese infantry for- 
^ |'ij ll ° I1S " f com P an y :uld battalion size: light ma- 
""^Suns, knee mortars, and infantry cannon, 

01 kno 01 W lIl< ir tlist ' mtlli ™i aboard ship accurately 



r !l ) * ,l J n,lf V l(ln;a A* succeeding landing thai 

l ' l^cial Landing Force men i. c., die assault 
^ leltins- pmhrmly were embarked in tfe EWQ "Id 

l'. j ^| l ) l | yn '' tr;L '^ports 1 while Lf„- foll.iw-u[) garrison, 

»ase-cle\clopincin echelon was assigned to the 
trf^Him transport*. 

"V'" ;"' ti<:i P ation ° r execution of all this, Admiral 
rii ''Jioka s naval forces and assault shippiuK had fir- 

j*3 ilt ., R,,i fr<>ln Tn,k <>n :i Oww^* 9 ]>- 

lVww* i ,novin S h >' ;| ™ lhcr circuitous track to 
raeanJfl of dircctjinc fro ™ to Wakc '- movc " 
'VI I ti!' 01 J i eclive commenced . 
%ci U' l 1 " 11 ^' 1 110 Amcri<iin s, >riacc opposition wasex- 
■■'s< rc ( U I 1 '"- a PP roach of the Japanese force was 
Mrlnes j*** cmtomar y caution. 'Flic two subma- 
^ahcad^f ■ &in ^S position approximately 75 miles 
n*ccn ■ ma in body, were to condnct general 
: !" ,l '-"wante pl„s a detailed size-up of Wake upon 
| ' , VaI ;" with special 

attention to ihc possible prcs- 
i^atm ° molor tor l>cclo boats, of which the Japanese 
L the !fE t0 hiLVC lRTn throughout. Well in rear of 
^IhkIv m:U,n ^ hut lf) miles forward of the main 
lantif II P Kkct dcsU "°y cr was stationed to make the 
fi! 1 ^ a and induct further similar reeonnaissance. 
if jtracle C cnc ™y ships, now following a northward 
J ^ Wakv on the evening of 10 December, 
$ aintT mhCl tlirncd them, with high winds 

Li'' ^__^7^^as. To make up for this disadvantage, 

d|itc a^H ^ ■^ Up " 11 ''^ ^tircr of this m formation tfivvs this 

i ^'"nsistri ii i C inl>< ' ' ,JUt ' m:iMmidl ns hh atHpr fetes aft 
Hiirly , j y d " iy bt hind 1,1 c:i ^'s subject to cheek, it is a 

*WtfW 1 J( ! ,L 8llbmarilKV ^itm-itcd tiJiu: «f urriviiL at Wake 
4a^,™ to d;iw "i >t & ^ fnir dtt^tion just w)u,t a suh- 

^M^iifeua rrr t<1UUl hllV ° ContHllutt,cl »l the w lk y of ittn- 

WOnnai^niR-o mforrruitiou of any ^rrat valut\ 



lmvse\ri\ \ \\v weather provided a natural h vvcu lie- 
hind whirh the ,ippi<M< h WQV$%\ mih'Iv rem;iiu unde- 
tn trd. 

1 his antiripalion was tonhrmed by negative re- 
pons fioin tlie sidnnarinrs and from the destroyer, 
The Tornier, after eMvniin^ wli.itever aller-diuk rti- 
ronnaksatice they t onlcL had turned southward and 
prueeeded to meet the main body, seemingly a i ailier 
ha/arclotis jnaneit%ei for submarines, imperially dur- 
ing the first days of a war. 

By (WOO on the morning uf I I Derember, Admiral 
Kajioka had made his landfall and the hmdmg have 
was preparing to boat drspite the he*vy wind :md 
seas. Wake, barely visiblr through the darkness, re- 
mained dark and silent, If the defenders were alert 
and their batteries manned, there was no siij,n to m- 
dirate it, and, with Kajioka's lla^hip, Vubufh «" Che 
van, the Japanese nttaek force comment rd its linal 
norllnvcwierly ap[)roati) to bt>mbai tlmt + ui .mil de- 
barkation stations 5 to fi miles oil the south shmr of 



The Attempted Landing, 11 December 

Just prior to (WOO, on II Demnher, aftrr look- 
outs had reported ships in sight. Major l)t veirux 
diseerned an iudefmite but ronsiderable travel hare 
well olTshore to tlie souths! appro:" hin^ the 

alt>ll on what seemed w \w a uta thwesteily track, led 
by a cruiser. As the ships Hosed Wake, it became ap- 
parent that the lormaUon included cruisers, destroy- 
ers and some auxiliaries ;ill Japanese, 

The garrison was immediately ordered to general 
quarters, and, after ascertaining thai four niivrafi 
were operational thai morning the defense dcueh- 
mem commander look steps to insure that bis shore 
batteries were prepared to Cftjgjage the now thinly- 
seen enemy. Kmphatie orders went tail to hold 
lire 1 for the lime beinK, no mailer how tempting the 
targets appeared t" be, Major Drvereux reasoned 
that ihc enemy have uudtaibtetlly outgunned Wake 
both in efTectlve range and \\ eight id metal, and that 
premature ctanmeneemeul of fire would not only 
reveal the location and strength of the seaco;ist bat- 

" (loinmanuYi tUiaariiM^-im^ IWftmt *n>^ lh ' U 
WujorDrvrrrux rrtjurslrti pninis^on lo UlurnilinW dii' numy 
forrr witlv ^Si^hli^hts atul desired u. optm fin- mm 'h mm, 
Init tbm wtim sis wnr (IftilM- S i ij >| joi i- <1 hy M »tli< 4 r 

jH-ninn" mwds of the ^ Ui>n> CuUitu l iVvnrus 4ttf& tl"U 
ih\s was llit' tast'. 
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terics, but would probably rob them of surprise, 
iheir best ally. 



t niiMT.s, six destroyers, t w c > destroyer-transports and 
two former merchantmen now in service as trans- 
ports, closed Wake cautiously, continuing on a north- 
westerly COUrse and attempting, despite the heav) 
sens and high winds, to boat the 4?5G Special Landing 

Force troops who were supposed t<> capture Wake 
that morning Because of the unfavorable weather, 
boating progressed slowly and unsatisfactorily, w ith 
some landing craft being overturned or swamped. 

By ()f>0(), just as dawn was breaking, the cruiser 
Yubari (force flagship, Rear Admiral Kajioka) still 
in the van, readied a position approximately 8,000 
yards south of Peacock Point, turned westward and 
commenced a run, broadstdc-tb, paralleling the 
south shore of Wake. Keeping about a thousand 
yards further to seaward of the still silent island, the 
other enemy ships likewise turned and proceeded 
westward. Although the enemy were not yet aware 
of it, the Yubari was already being tracked by Bat- 
tery A (5-inc h seac oast ) on Peacock Point from 
Which Camouflage had been removed so that the 
guns could train. 



cruisers (Tatsuta and Tenryu) Opened fire at area 
targets along the south shore of Wake*, laddering 

successive salvos in deflection from Peacock 
Point to the vicinity of (lamp 1 . As the high-vclo( it\ 
()-in< h shells hit near Camp 1, they set fire to the 
1 Mcsel oil tanks between that place and Wilkes ( !han- 



nel, and Lieutenants Barningcr and McAlistCf' 
spc< lively commanding Batteries A and L, l' 1 
llich batteries at Peacock and Kuku Points, wctf 
restrained from returning fire by a repetition ,,! 
original hold-fire order-. Meanwhile the Jap 1 
ships proceeded behind the cruiser and dcsU 
scree n to take stations for their various mission^ 
the best reconstruction of their maneuvers and U 
during this period, see Map L\ 

At this time, with daylight now full, the actiOfl 
best be described in two roughly simulta^ 
phases, that off Peacock Point and that oil' \Vilk< 

After completing Iter intial firing run dowi 1 
Shore of Wake, the )'nhari. apparently ac< omp^ 
by (he two destroyer-transports, reversed C0< 
turning toward the atoll and thus closing the i> 
By 0600, she had reached a position almost 
south of Battery A, some 1,")00 to 6*000 yards 
(;mt. Battery A\s langeiinder had been put 
action during the* air raid of f» December, but, 11 
estimated data, the battery range section was ah' [ 
plotting the target, and the gun sections we re St* 

ing l)\ to inc. 
At 0615, the dctrnsc detachment <•omm.li 

now standing on the beach beside his command P 
gave orders to commence firing. 

m BCCAUSC of the fact that the rannelinders of both 

\ and L had been rendered inoperative by previous bonv 

all ranges WWC initially estimated and then '"shut in." 

result, there exists considerable variance nniong the repd 
to the ranges at which fire was opened, hits scored, rtc< 
unavoidable discrepancy Was undoubtedly heightened, 

after hits had begun taking HTeet, heeause of the Hat tr;ti< 1 

and h sultanl long-range pattern of the 5-inch Navy ^" 




JAPANESE FLAGSHIP, the light cruiser ) 'abort, which tost a duel' with IVuttej j \. I irsi I )< l< mm Battalion, during tlx- unsuccessful <•'' 
attempt to land on Wake, 1 1 December f94t. 
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" hal then happened lo the Yubari and her ( nn- 
" M ,<m tea be described in th&wor&ota report by 
M*ufcn*id Baroinger: 

' A« ;, r;,nur of lo, tv-live hundred yards and B bearing 

;! h,Mn MO true wc revived the word to engage. We 
J n< * vvitli av er and « amc dtfwn live hundred. At 

^'un ''i nm " s;i,vo llu * (Tmsrr turned nod raced away 
'A. 1 ^ battery on a rig-sag course, picking up speed 
(j» si!; ' i c nnu concentrated her fire on die battery 
K 5 **** had hrrn disclosed by tlx- initial Kr- 
lVr ' Hie fire from the cruiser continued to be 
r]{ ;i,Kl dun short throughout her firing. She strad* 

- c (>ll <mua!l\ , hut none of the salvos came into the 

non, [hey landed about 200 300 sards over and 
K glS V:u<ls slH>^, ° n thc m,,; ' r,u ' l 

i( 1 , "' R WI salvo from our onus which hit her was Krcd 
, (|n l ' ,n ^ of 5,500 6000 yard^ bearing aboul 180 to 

• * 0, h vhHls entered her port side 2rbGU< amidships 

^ruoi 7 hr watciiine ; Thc sfcip ihunc.dh\tely belched 

L, V* '" Ul StCam through tlir sirlr and hrr sored dimin- 

)out the 



k h * *na steam through the side and her speed 

^ * ' 'f000 yards two more hit her in ;ihum 

rt> £ ' ,Mlt mo,v l ),nl) ' ,,)lv slightly aft of thc <n si 
>u Viti ' 1 , u,mlr side was now engulfed in smoke and 
i h lh ,uul »he turned to starboard again to try to hide 

to|!5^ Atthis(i m ,th<'drstrovrr wind) had ac- 

' M ) l,,r(l the ( i nisrr. catnc in at high speed* tiicd to 



pf |,| * < u us lo lay &mOkC, hut a shell, an ovci. :i!t 

k|j J^wdp struck thc forecastle of thc destroyer. l ids 

gun offi? bM?rved hy U Ilanna, .at) caliber machine- 

i, lni H \' y from his c:p. The destroyer Immediately 

"'■CQj aid 



rr,),), ' Uv< ' (, n us to lav smoke, hut 

' st 

*SWVed by Lfc Hanna 

The destroyer unmecu 
VVt cor ,u,,M,,, " n mv u ' ,s nbl directed at her. and Met 
pi j h ^ >nh t ,KU 'd | i() ii, v m t ii r eruiscr and although I nm 



tunc 
hit I 



pot be^! n r ? 4 N . vr 8 01 ^*n°rt inl<) hwr side, i could 



* lnv Wit, 1 am sure of the fust (our. The only 
frard h ccrtA * n ol a ^ er m ' s tftne was a hit on her for- 
tun, . \ ln , ( L ^ sn(, U hii the Face of the turret and this 

JJJj^ i«H fire again * * * 
ai u j t t. u | cc«i$ed firiuM, \\\r whole licet having flod 
r being no other targets to engage, thc cruiser 

to the sea still pouring steam and smokr 



Mil 



In 
tiiiu 



c . - • She had a definite pari list. After some 

ttOnnjto slmv, V under wav, gping a short distance, 

ttiuiU ,uul c °ntinuing again; slie was ingulfed in 

_ ^nen she crept over the horizon. 
f, ()I 1 S,>,,r l,lr onshore wind whicli carried tlic smoke 

L 1 ,(> burning cruiser and thc protecting smoke 

*C line of sight toward Battery \ it 
hullM° rC MT,nri1 tfSrtain that the Yubati had been 
. } . 0 al lour times and had taken one more hit 

,n fonv ar d turret As she re 

* ***h range, 
1 rnch 



tiicd southward out 
but still within that of her own 



\ l;,n,s, s ' u (nnt * nu((l t° return lire, although 

^ Waj kened alter thc final hit on No. 1 turret. 

tun U *i la,()(,<) > ,,I(ls ollshorc, almost across thc hori- 

Vj % r^ ^setl lire, httvfag Slightly wounded one 

4 ,u,,,r ol Battery A 



During Peacock Point's duel with the )'nhun, just 

described, Batter) L on Wilkes had rapklty engnged 

a siuaession ol cncm\ ships with c\« client dffei t. 

A slight initial delay in Battery 1 /s commune 
ment of lire had resulted from the baltcrv c onnnaud- 
ci V hesitation to lire with such WHIgh data as could 
he Obtained w ithout the aid of his rauuelinder, w Inch 
had been blown out of Operation by the explosion ol 
W ilkes Island's (hnann'le cache duriffglhc Japanese 
air raid of 10 Pet i inbet . 

The targets which meanwhile virtually filled the, 
battcrys field of lire consisted of a division of three 
dcstro\cr\s, both riK'my transports, and two of thc 
light cruisers ['rutsnt<i and Tetltyu)) which had 
broken oil* fron^ tlie Yubari al thc westward end <»t 
her earlier firing trat k, and were now stcamin- 
niuthward, al a ftfflgC of about !),()()() yatds staith- 
wast of Kuku Point. The dcslroyrs, probablv Do 
strover Division ^ {Kiiyate, OiU and one other, 
cither MnHuki 01 M ix hi .u k't I , had originally pre- 
ceded the i rimett during the initial westerly run par- 
allel to the shore, but had likewise broken olf from 
the bombardment track <•! Ytilwi >ts westward 
terminus, and had steamed rapidly in, heading 

directly for shore, firing as they dosed. Approxi- 
mately bOOO yards ollshorc, they exec tiled a left 
( westward ) turn, and the leading ship, ll<tyuli\ WA8 
just settling down on a run close alOUg the shore of 
Wilkes when Battery L opened lire. At 0652, \m 
after the third two-^un salvo, thc llayulc was swal- 
lowed up in a violent explosion, and, as thc Srttoke 
and Spray drifted clear, thc Lumners on Wilkes i Oltld 
see that she had broken in two ami was sinking 
rapidh. Within two minutes at 0652, she had 

disappeared bom si^lu. 

For a moment, thc died of Battery 1/s shooiine. 
ptQVed too much for the 5-incft gun news, and 
firing ioNohinlarily ( liei ked until a veteran noii- 
( onunis>ionial officer biokc thc spell and reminded 
the Marines thai other targets remained. 

Fire was then shifted onto Oilt % the destroyer 
which had been following Ihiyah , n<»w so » lose lo 
ShOrC tli.it Major l)cvcrcux wa.s loKed to lot bid . 10 

caliber machine gannens from trying to open fiitr. 

( )nc hit w as observed bcfoie the troublesome onshore 

wind Rniokc-blankcted the target, whic h had aheads 

■ I he flaprl* th'WftMV \u i Aiur |,,sl J.«|i.mrs« s.nt.iiv 

, i , 1 1 1 K> bo sunk dining tin- wsxr U) t nit. ti Sta(\n iKVval fun r*i 

,mJ in ..II piokilMlitv nv.in rlir lusl < onsnjin iai.»l u.n loss Mh- 
lainrd liy ilir J.i|i.nu w Navv in <uii times. 
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turned to seaward, leading Ihc remaining ship oi the 

division <i\v;iv from Battery lu Several more salvos 
uric lircd into the smoke, bill splashes eould not be 
spotted, possible evidenee in itself that the shells 
were hitting. Some observers on Wilkes believed thai 
they saw this ship transfer survivors and sink, but 
otherwise reliable enemy records indicate only that 
she sustained damage* 

Approximate^ 10,000 v.uds offshore, the two 
transports Kongo Mam and Kunvyu Mam steamed 
almost due south of Wilkes. M< AlUer ehe< ked lire 
against the retiring ( Wltf and trained onto the leading 
transport. Alter befog hit oikt, she loo turned to 
seaward and retired behind a destroyer smoke 
screen probably provided by the two retreating ships 
of Destroyer Division '2iK whose retirement track 
Canned them ( lose by the transport area. 

While WilkeS Island civilians lurncd-lo as volun- 
teer ammunition handlers, tin- battery commander 

picked up a cruiser 9*000 yards offshore steaming 

northward off the west end of Wilkes. This w as either 
TentjfU or 'r<tlsut<j. Whatever her identity, one taste 
of Marine gunfire was sulTic ient after a few salvos 
she was hit aft, and turned away trailing smoke. 

It was now 0710, and no targets remained within 
range of Battery L, which had lircd some 6Q g&lvOS 
i ] 20 touuds | , and had, in one horn 's hot work, sunk 
one destroyer, damaged another, and probably dam- 
aged a transport and a light cruiser. Two Marines on 
Wilkes had sustained slight wounds which were 
drCSSed by the hospital COfpSmen on the island. 

Destroyer Division 30, comprising the other hall 
of the Japanese destroyer force, was meanw Tile pro- 
ceeding west of Kuku Point on a northw cstei lv 
course, led in all probability by the Yayoi. At a range 
of 10, 000 yards. shoilb after 0(i00, the division 
steamed into (he held of lire of Battery % the f)-iia h 
unit on IValc, which immediately opened tfil the 
leading ship. The Japanese reaction was prompt and 
aggressive, Consisting of a com cut rated return (lit 
which raked IValc and scored hits in and about the 
guns of Batteries B and I\ destroying communica- 
tions between the 5-inch guns and the b.ittci v « om- 
ftiand post. At this juncture, the worst possible time, 
(inn 2 of battery B sustained a disabling recoil- 
cylinder casualty w hich put the piece out of action. 
Continuing the duel with only one gun, Lieutenant 
kesslcr, the battery i oinmauder. shifted (inn 'J's 
crew to (inn 1 as . 




A few minutes later, after 10 salvos mainlv (g 

on local control (enemy eounterb&Ucry (ire 

knocked out communications and forced (he Mj 
ba< k to fundamental gunneiA methods), pcrsC N ' 
ance was rewarded, and the stern of the Yayoi* 
seen to be hit and afire. Kessler shifted his gun 0* 
the se l (,nd ship of the column, which was manci^ 
ing t'» lay a smoke SI reen behind which the '"j 11 ^ 
Yctyoi COUtld retire. L'nder cover of this diversion* J 
three destroyers reversed iour.se and retired SO^ 
ward out of range. 

The Japanese fotCC was now in lull retireirH 1 
Admiral Ka jioka\s plans had been thwarted not 0 '! 
by the inauspicious weather but by the sit nit aftpfl 
( urate (ire from the beach, and, at 0700, h&TuJ, 
broken away from Battery As pounding of ran 

Yvbarij he ordered a general retreat on Kwaj^lj 

Within a few minutes the enemy forte had tfjoi 
drawn bevond gun range of Wake, and, theic b«L 
1)0 more targets, Major Dcvcreux gave the C0%fi 
tiring order. 

This was exactly the logical moment lor 00 NN( 
attack to harry the retiring Japanese, and VMjiji 
LM 1 , Which had been airborne since ihc comnui'f^j 
iik lit of the surface action, was on station and f 1 llc 
armed, with four Crummans operational. m 

Major Putnam had taken off with his three i ]1 () 
experienced pilots, ( iaptains Klrod, ITeulcr, 
'Tharin. Their primary mission being the air del 1 i| ( 
Of Wake, the fighter-pilots Conducted a lhor"i, ;j 
sweep at 12,000 feet to make sure that the etu 1 |, 
force WSIS not backed up by ( airier aviation or 
ordinated strike from bases in tin 1 Marshalls. U 
possibility disposed of, the squadron intervened 
the SUrf^CC acttbn in time to ( an h the Japanese 
little more than an hour's sail southwest ol W ak<' i,| 

Probably due tOthe lad that enemy destroy is % 
cruisers presented a recognition problem under 
best of < ir< umstances. the pilots 1 accounts as 
HCtly Which SHipS each hit are somewhat confi^'i. 

Certain it is, however, that VMF 211 mflW 

heavy ( asualties on the retreating Japanese. <, 
Both light cruisers of Cruiser Division IB (7V"' ; „ 
and Tahula ' were bombed and strafed, prob-'o, 
b\ ( iaplains Fa" rod and Tharin, in fi ice < ;•! thick ( , 
aircraft (ire whic h damaged both planes. The 
pedo battery of the TettfyU was put out of ad 1 ' | ( 
and the topside radio shark of the 1'atsala wa> n 
lenced. Captain ITeulcr singled out a transpV 
Konon Mam, which he hit on the stern with «' 
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' i, "*ii,M SE 11 !' IGHT CR UISER, tin 

'V hi • 

l VJ.r ,sl;,lu, - ,n<,tlil '"'tl lOO-pound bombs, starting a 
ajjyj . Brc which burned fiercely on the topside 



lntl '«- holds. 

«cach fighter 



d; 



Would 



" oirn (() w 



expended its two bombs, the pilot 



ike, rearm and ftyout again. Dur- 
ante 0 * |)( ' li(uls - two flvsh l )il(),s - ''hutcnant 

fi' ni( l il,ul Technical Sergeant Hamilton, relieved 
continued the attac ks. To Kinney fell tin- great- 
/^rationofthe 



i day. Just pushing over at 0731 

an attack OH a Japanese destroy r bC- 
V'a.. !I ? J U( * her blow up with a tremendous sin- 

<)S|( >n. This NVtl> the destroyer Kharagi, which 



^ home 



4har^ Wl3Cly l)rrn Carr y in 8 a dcckload of depth 
^ioh • vv:,s * n a " probability victim of a pre- 

1 "n mi« • • !> ' ( ' imlam El^odj hut e.\ac t information 
A p m S "lasinueh as no survivors could he Found 

,u Boat 33, oik of the two < onvcrtcd destroy- 

;l iif(„' MSI) . (>,ls Was also hit during the air strikes, hut 

J J patron as to u u . extent or nature of damage is 

rCo n ^ Wc ' 1,1 a11 Probability, if only by climina- 
J 1 ^PpCars that this ship was also the so-t ailed 
itW Ct hi< ,)y Battcr V A durih S * c Peacock Point 

\d vll : 

^{J.^ *C results of VMF L>1 Ps line strike 
'*Wn ,nCd ,ldn,ira,)1 y wil ' 1 thc defense battalion's 

>aL,. ^ ^^iyctsihandsomcsucccsstoihc Marine 

ai' . 1 1U Japanese flak had cxac ted a loll which 
M,,( l ill he 



nut 



( gj — . from Wake's sc anty resources. Gap* 
ii i.. ' 8 ( irununan had a main fuel line cut, and, 



I'll 



rit *^j ,u * Wils able to make the island, the result- 
lNr ^-landiUjg amid the boulders atung die south 
* ^Plctely demolished the airplane. Kreuler 



took .i hit Which pierced his oil cooler and one cylin- 
der, but he was fortunate enough to be able to reach 
the field even though the engine was a total loss. 

VMF 2 1 I had down a total of 10 sorties, ex- 
pended twenty 100-pound bombs and approxi- 
mately 20,000 rounds of »5D caliber ammunition. 

Ac t urate assessment of enemy losses during the 
course <>f the whole action is by no means easy. The 
consensus of SCCttlhlgl) reliable postwar eneim ret - 

ords credits Wake on this occasion with having sunk 

two ships, the destroyers lluytitr and /V htltagi , by 

gunfire and bombing respectively. Two more de- 
stroyers, Cite and Yayoi. were damaged, together 
with Patrol Boat 33. One transport, Kongo MatU % 
was bombed and set alire. All tluce cruisers | YubilfU 
TatSUttl and Trni yii received injuries from air or 
surlac e atlac ks. ' : 

Japanese personnel casualties c an be fixed only 
approximately. Assuming that the two sunken de- 
stroyers Were manned by crews comparable lo those 
required by similar United Slates types about 250 
officers and men per ship), it would be logical lo 



•The 
ilthj ilu 



vvitltK credited claim, originated in evident gotxd 
it dive-bombing attack* sank .i crtiisei nil VVnkc can- 
not In- supported. Of tin- three cruisers engaged, all survived 
io return to Wake t<> support the final attack less than 'J weeks 
later, Tin- oiiii tails established occasion of the loss ol cult is 
as follows; Ynbari (Philippine s. a, 21 April 1944) j Tenryu 

Bismarck Sea, by submarine action, Ifl Do nnhn I'M. 1 
ToUuta (off Yokohama* by submarine action, (3 Mas 1944). 
As indicated in tin text, the violent explosion and sinking of 
tla- Kisaragfi combined with recognition inexperience, probi 
nbly accounts foj tlx- crutsci < latmcd, 
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claim approximately 500 for these two losses with 
the fair assumption that no survivors escaped in 
cither case. Seven more ships were damaged, hut 
with what personnel losses we do not know. Two 
hundred docs not seem an excessive figure, all things 
Considered; if this is anywhere near correct, we may 



well believe that their ill-fated attack of 1 [ 
ber cost the Japanese at least 700 casualties, 
dead, and possibly nunc. 

Set against the total Marine casualties of four J1 
wounded iii action, tile comparison for this da)" 
fleets very favorably upon the defenders of W$ 




JAPANESE BOMBER'S EYE VIEW OF WAKE is shown hi this bjitUTrd rierhil view oi VVukt; ciipturcd among enemy (locumrnis ' |S 
Sou Lh west Parilk:. 



I 
I 



: 



I 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



CHAPTER III 




'•iniiy had VMF 2 1 1 '* planes returned to base 
* " ,u ' condition ot another), Mow ii was time 
1 '<• tw,, serviceable remaining Renters to take off 



. 1 "' early midday combat patrol, piloted In- Lteu 
Davidson idKimJE 



tVC loftB to wait. At 



, idson and Kinney. 

fighter section did not h; 
_ ipOO, SO Shore-based bombers of the Twenlv- 

' ,rth Air Flotilla appeared at LS,O0O feet, this time 

r *£ r °*ching from the northeast, for their daily milk 
1). * .'! M TflC two RghtCrS slashed in, and 

s ^ accounted for two bombers, w hile Kinney 

i-i ^ ^WaRJ Smoktl\g, Batteries I) and B, 
Ida* ! a,lliai,< reapCCtiVety on Peale and Wake 

getti ° pcm * 1 r,rr with t,lrir USU;|1 promptitude* 

the ^ between them some L!L\ r > rounds during 

re S| If ^ ^ i X{ ( '" nU sh(m m U ,or S1X K ims - 1 ,u * 
t » ^0, were excellent: one bomber crashed in 

tytyfe ' !" ^ '^ ( S ' a!U ' & r SC m< >n\ w hen last seen. 

c ^Icing hea\ iu . During the antiaircraft firing 

_ |' U > bomb? dropped dose to battery D on Peale, 
1 M, 's Major Devereuxs supposition that Ins 
h ' i '"'V I>< »il i. » U s were accurately loealed. Fortu- 
> n, » Casualties resulted from this raid, and, al- 
, **6h V\ake Island and Peale received numerous 
,,,n,l > salv 

inflicted, 

pancd^rr 1 I( U ,lnms : ^ ,rr lnr • )<>mnr,s had (U '- 

* ( ( ' Battery D, evidently a located target, received 
^J 1 * to displace from the nec k of Toki Point to a 
J Potion on the eastern end of Peale. 
°' l **C bal.HK r of the garrison, the remainder of 
r! ,,v ^JW spent in replenishing ammunition, cf- 
|*g nuiiot repairs, and disc ussini; the- day's battle. 
Bait 'f 1 ' UM ' }, ' nr U) a ettfrf commencement of 
Vy} t i, • 8 dJBpIOCttntent! n smoke bomb, combined 
' a Marc o| dure ted balk was sii-htcd 



()s * no major material damage was 



about 2 miles to seaward northeast ol Tokl Point. 
Dining the next 20 minutes, the same signal was 
twke repealed. 'Flu* si^niiic anc e of these sit*,uals Ettia 
never been established. It is known, however, that 
Japanese submarines were operating in the vicinity 
of Wake, and it is at least a possibility that enem\ 
StirvivOrd, either air or surface, could still ha\e been 
afloat in the waters near Wake. Taken together, 
these- facte lead to the supposition that the mysterious 
signals might have resulted from some- type ol at- 
tempted rCSCUC operations. 

v soon as night began to fall, at 17 If), Batter) 

D COmmeilCCd displacement, assisted b\ a mixed 
WOtking party of civilians and Marines. At this 
time, the critical shortage of sandbars was lurlher 
emphasized when condition of the bags at the old 
position prohibited further reuse. Cement ba^s and 
empty ammunition boxes were made to serve in- 
stead. It was 0445, Shortly before dawn, when the 
bac k-brc-akim; displac emeu! wa> | uinplete, and bat- 
tel v 1) was read) to (ire from its new pOSlUOl). 

The enemy opened the day of F J Dec e mber earl) 

Shortly after 0500, two four-ciiej! !c kawanishi 
patrol bombers liom the Japanese- No. 3 Ail" Attack 
Force, still on Majnro, bombed and strafed Wake 
Island and Peale, with bombs choppine about the 
aifStrip, (laplain Thai in, who had just taken oil 
on the inorniui; reconnaissance patrol, was able h> 
intercept one* of the bit; flying boats and shot it 

down, 

During the morning, routine work went forward. 
On W ilkes, beae h defenses wen impioveo', and bat- 
tery l/s batten il 5-inetl fJtlW received muc h needeel 
servie \\\f* from the ( hclnauc c- ( )lli< ei*, Mai ine ( itm- 
ner borlh. Vrm\ liis iinpioviscd aviation maintc- 
naiii c .set -up. Lieute nant kiimes w as able* to deliver 



one more serviceable airplane, so that, for this day, 
there would be three available fighters for VMI 
211. 

To the dfefertdeftf surprise, for the Inst day since 
the apdllng Of hostilities, the anli( ipaled noon raid 
failed to materialize.' 

Pot the garrison, ihj s freedom from attaek was 
a \vel( ome and profitable interlude. ( laptain cYeulcr 
of VMF 211 who had been attempting sinee the 
Opening of the war to devise some means of employ- 
ing welder's oxygen to anqmcnt the dwindling supply 
for the fighter pilots of VMS' -2J 1, was able to im- 
provise, at: great personal hazard, a means of trans- 
ferring the gas from rommereial eylinders to the 
OXygen bottles of the Gnimmans. This was tlx* sole 

m( ans of keeping the squadron in effective fighting 

condition. 

Another experiment, almost equally important, 
but unfortunately not so successful, was the attempt, 
about 12 December, to eonstruet a home-nude air- 
craft sound locator ("a erude pyramidal box, with 
four unrurved plywood sides," Major Devercux 
described it). But in order to exclude extraneous 
noise and trap every deeibel of the sound of aircraft 
engines, sound locators must be designed and shaped 
in accordance with precise acoustic formulae, and 
this local Improvisation to make good the lack of 
radar only served to magnify the roar of the surf. 

On the evening ail patrol of this clay, three planes 
weic in operational status. By the order of rotation 
in effect, the pilots were Lieutenants Kinney and 
Kliewer ;,nd Technic;.! Serjeant Hamilton. Kinney 
and Hamilton got oil on time, but KlicwerV air- 
plane, a chronically difficult starter, was delayed al- 
most 15 minutes on take-oft, 

As Kliewer climbed out to overtake his com- 
panions, lie saw, some 23 miles offshore, bearing 
225* from Wake, a completely surfaced submarine. 
][e took position at 10, 000 feet so as to approach 
from the sun, pushed o\cr into a fast dive, and 
dropped clown to identify the vessel. As he neared 



-Beginning with 12 December^ and extending until about 
20 December, another day on which no enemy air activity 

took plan, tlic recollections of Wake survivors WW somt I tun s 

confused bpyond nnv possible re< oncih.aion. Tins condition 

is acutf with regard to the period 12 I i Dec. mber, inclusive, 
dates on which no tun uiith n sinmrs m-.-iii to ai-i.c Thi> 
monograph's schedule of events dufl'ng tins time thercfon 
reptCttttnia tin Us! pus-uhle compioniiM' hctwcfii these < on- 



the sulfate, it was evident that this was an en 
submarine-, ;md he opened fire with his four 
caliber machine earns. A few seconds later, BS 
executed a pull-out to the right, he released his 1 ' 
100-pound bombs. Neither bomb stored a (W 
hit, but both exploded, he estimated, within 15" 
of the target, and his pull-out was so low that I" 
fragments ton- holes in his wino and tail sarW 
As he c limbed to cruising altitude lot return to 
he saw the submarine go below walcr, icavia-' 
large oil slick." 

After nightfall on \% Dctrnihn, the first ^' 
burial of Wake's dead EooE place in a common g* 
located about 100 \arcls southwest of the 
aid station in Magazine 10, the southernmost bf 
four igloo magazines alone; the east lei; of 
Island. Simple prayers wa re read by a lay preao" 
from the contractor's Luoup. 

Whatever may have been the final fate ol b" 
tenant Kliewer's submarine, 13 Decemb er, the 1 ' 
following this incident, saw 0o enemy action ag^* 1 
Wake whatsoever. It was the first such clay sini ( 1 
beginning of the war, and this unlooked-for CCSS$ 
of hostile activity seemed to confirm what had ' n 
the SUSpidon of the defenders, that the Japa' 11 
were using submarines for radio navigational Wj 
bg purposes in the long-distan< e raids on 
As Lieutenant Kinney j)nt it, 



\ 



Wake was a hard place to find. It was small :i c. ( 
there woe usually a lot of scattered clouds around 
they had come in at night, it would have been p0S# 
lot them to hit bv accurate celestial navigation, 'u, 

fltey wen- making five* and six-hundred-mile fliflL 

over water w ith no landmarks, by d< ad reckoning a1< 

and they always seemed to hit the bland on the l>'" 

just about the same lime each da\. Moreover 1 
heard a lot of funny radio signals. We never WVx| 

any radio direction-finding equipments and (hcr^f ji 

Couldn't take any beating (Ml these strange signals. '> (( 
I am Convinced that the sub was leading them \tK\ 

"'lie question as to whether or not this suhniami'' j 
dually sunk remains dillirult. Fmemy records QfC not ^ 
with n L'.ird to this loss, hut Lieutenant Colonel Kinn< 1J -' 1 
that, after the tall of WaL--, 1m- -mi! Other | >i It >t s u< n tfi 
lionet] hy .i N?prCr$Cfltativc of Japanese naval in(ellii*eiM « 
Hsked specifically what had happened to a Japanese 

marine in tin vicinity of WflJtc at i his time, inasmuch 
tin- balance ot ihU officer's questions related to other < 1 
lished naval tosses. especially those of living ho. as shot ,i 

over Wake, Kinney he lieve.s lh.it the suhniaiine must 
Imtii sunk, :infl that iliis "Hirer \\;is attempting In 0) V 

for ,i. 
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si' n 

\ " cvcn disquiet day, which afforded all hands 
i<»lis ,lumi > t(> freshen camouflage, improve fax 
ltf*% Wkn ^ C in tlu% ' a 89on, nnt P ass without 
***pta ft tal " n S °^ 1<>r Bvcn " , S ;,ir patrol, 
Warn rcu ^ cr * s fighter swerved to tin- left without 
i v ,. (I| , ^ toward a group of workmen and a large 
%culcr t,U mmva > • To avoid hittin 8 llu ' cranc * 
ac| 

( ni washout. Along with other such wrecks, 
U P hi the parking an a as a dummy, where 
„: u \ UUlr{{ u > draw bombs. 



j wvung further left in a steep bank, and the 
germane* ^ MM ' a *** tuc k* ^tling into the brush, a 
c\ ([ Was set 



i r cU be forc dawn on 1 4I^ iuii1kt, three of the 
* n gmc Kawanishi 97 flying >ats now opcr- 




^*«d innovation inaugurated this date was the stervice 
(i a ol bot rations, cooked in the contractor's galley, 
' k wagon' 1 which visited all battery positions. 
bf CnH . r>l N, » Tetcrs 4 man) contributions to the 



by VMF 21 1 to intercept daily Japanese raids on Wake, as well as to bomb and 
ating from Woljc droned over Wake .it 0330 and 

dropped bombs about the airstrip without damage. 
The garrison made no attempt to return lire. 

Alter beginning the day this early, the Twenty- 
fourth Air Flotilla resumed its daily routine <>! fore* 
noon bombing attacks, Thirty shore-based bombers 
arrived from Roi at 1 100, and released bomb salvos 

on Clamp 1, the lagoon oil Peale, and (he west end 
of the airstrip. Two Marines from VMF 21 1 were 
killed and one wounded, hut, sad as these deaths 
Were, the worst loss incurred by this raid was that 

of one more of the dwindling number of T 1 I V; one 
of the serviceable fighters suffered a direct bomb hit 

inside its revetment and was Lot all) destroyed, leav- 
ing hut one effective airplane in operation on Wake. 

\\ hen this airplane was hit and the after end seen 
t» > hurst into Name, I .ieu tenant Kinney, YM F 'J I 1 V 

engineering officer, accompanied by his two prin- 
cipal assistants. Technical Sergeanl Hamilton and 
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Aviation Machinist's Mate* First Glass James F, 
Hesson, USN, 1 who were under rover nearby, 
sprinted for the rove! merit, and, despite the fire, ac- 
complished the unbelievable feat of removing the 
Mill serviceable engine frtan the fuselage and drag- 

gtag it dear. 

In exchange for the loss of this airplane, however, 
the 3-inch batteries shot down two enemy bombers. 

Baring the morning combat patrol of 1 5 Decern- 
ber ? a submarine was again sighted in the southwest, 
this time by Major Putnam, Confused by her mark* 
ings^ which from the air looked orange in color, the 
pifot hesitated to attack her for fear that she might 
be a Netherlands boat. Since aircraft destined for the 
Netherlands East Indies, and bearing similar Dutch 
markings, had been in the Hawaiian area in late 
1941, this was an understandable error. The sub- 
marine in question, however, appears Lo have been 
Japanese. 

Even though this submarine was riot actually at- 
tacked, it is noteworthy that on this day again^ the 
noon raid from Roi failed to arrive. 

Although handicapped by the critical shortage of 
sandbags, 300,000 of which were requested by 
despatch this dale, fortification proceeded uninter- 
rupted, Two deep underground shelters with 3- fool 
overhead rock cover were dozed out of Peacock 
Point at Battery A's position. Around the airfield, 
in VMF 21 Ps area, pemoline! shelters adequate for 
all hands were completed. 

At 1730, well off to the east of Wake, an airplane 
was spoiled in and out of the clouds. A half haiif 
later, at 1800, just at dark, four to six four-engine 
Kawanishi 97 flying boats arrived from Wotje after 
an easterly approach with a load of heavy bombs 
which were apparently aimed at Battery D on Peale, 
bin most of which hit in the lagoon just off shore. 
Wake Island and Peale were both strafed in a low- 
flying run over the atoll. One civilian was killed. 

Before nightfall on this dale, one important trans- 
action had been completed. This was destruction of 
I I ossified documents. The first stop in this direction 
had been undertaken by Commander Cunningham 
on H December after the first attack, when die Com- 

'JlVftHOn wns a Navy aviation iimmmnU repnimian si-nt 
ovtT to VMF 211 front the nuya) nit' bnsr -iftrr Hie lirsl attack 
had phyctl Mich havoc &mo*l£ ihc JiRhtcr K(|uadron\<i ground 
piTsomir-1, ik turned out to hi* /m cmisianilinK funeral avia- 
tion Tnahilciimscf im:uj + and, for Ins couraKc :ind ri^oum.' 
rm Ihis, as will ;is oilier occasions, lit- whs suWt|ii<*tilly 
awarded the Navy Cross, 
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mandant, Fourteenth Naval District, ordci^ 1 

^a* 

si rut lion of die naval air base's reserve rouV 
ciphers. This was done immediately, VMI H 
codes still remained intact, however, until tfw^ 
when Major Baylcr, assisted by Captain Xfeti 
shredded all codes into an oil-drum, soaked li^J 1 
gasoline, and destroyed ev ery vestige of their # lil 
canee. lJ|f 

After a routine morning which commence J hi 
0500 general quar ters, die day of 1 Dexcnib^ii 
marked at 1315 by a resumption 7)f the hcavfj 1 ^ 
fight raids by Air Attack Force No, 1 frorrt^ 1 
Twenty-three bombers approached the isl^V N 
18,000 feet from the east and bombed Pealq, r 
Camp 2. This raid was spotted on its int^vh 
course by the two- plane combat air patrol 1 
tenants Kinney and Kliewcr ) which, mindful %^ 
dependence of antiaircraft gunners upon ncAi r 
altitude data, immediately radioed down the ( n v 
altitude of the enemy formation with excelled 
served effect upon the firing. Although the fiS'qt] 
had no luck this day, the antiaircraft shot do^hi 
plane in Sight of Wake, and four more weresnA>j 
heavily as they limped away. Both 3-inch bill' 1 !)! 
D and F, fired, and it was probably due to lhfc%l 
that many of the enemy bombs hit inside the Ifljui 
rather than on ground targets. ei 

Again conforming to the now established p4c 
of dusk harassing, one Japanese flying boat at T| 
made an attack on Peale, coming in out rf|t| 
clouds and low visibility. Four heavy bombs* 
released, some of which hit in the lagoon, an^al; 
tery ITs position, near which the remaining t%i 
hit, wns heavily strafed. Due to the low ceiling 
tads of warning, the 3-inch guns could not |£l n 
fire. This was W ake's tenth air raid, H 

Shortly after midnight, at about O'JOO o4ti. 
moming i?f 17 December, lookouts on Wilk^ 
ported, through TTficSvy drizzle which was 
that approximately VI ships were offshore, TMir 
fenders were immediately ordered to general flru 
fers, but the threat failed lo materialise, TWv 
nt> enemy ret oid of ;my Slid) ship movement 
vlcihitVfif Wake, antl no friendly surface forced 

» i ► , Ai 

at this time within this proximity of the atoll. 

As of Winn, VMF- 2 IPs engineering crew % h 
proudly re poll that four airplanes were ag^i* 
c om mission. This high strength was solely 
the unceasing efforts of Lieutenant Kinney 
helpers, Marine, Navy, and civilian. In a subset : 



/ ,,,>rl < th < 1 squadron commander, Major Putnam, 

/* to *y*fUA work: 

jhJj^V^ 1 ^* uiln *c ufiMjujec of volunteers 
'5id I 1 ivi, 'an workmen, did a trulv remarkable 
*l| mos i magical job, With ahnosl do tools and a 
II J J ,,r ftJ normal equipment, they performed 

JhtotoSx 0l . ,r l );,ir - m(| rephn rmciil work. I ln v 



^ Red engines and propellers from one aiepbmC to 

^ «r> arid even completely built up new engines 
[J.| I Spellers from scrap parts salvaged from wrecks. 
L ., )i(u . ■ h, pU-cci minor parts and assemble 



1f?*l alt this 



to fusel 



iselat»es and uin^ 



•™ iti s i >i i< * of the l.u t that 1 1 m \ were wonting 

I^ucrie^ ,Vp<s u,t!l w ^ ich l,lrv ,,;ul lu(1 n ° P ,rvi<Mls 
, " , ' <v were without instruction manual* of 



and re- 

and landing 
>\ ere w< irkinc 



eg Knd. ] 



opinion of the squadron commando* 
Mmto miancc was the outstanding rwni of the 

| C;n »paiiMi. 
"P 

4avch?^ JlaV< ,)( ( 11 ll:i(1<,tl f,nm P ,:uU ' l<) pfe^i 

£% c p, UTn lilted, stripped, rebuilt, and all but crc- 

;ui< >tinr report said of VMF 2 1 IV engine* % 
• ( '< lion. 



- i"n ^ * %k*S ^ rom lnr aoutheasl in line of divi* 

iL s < 27 shore-based bombers arrived from Roi 
' feet. Por a ehas)ge bom their previous 

Wilkes, where a 
re; and Camp t, 
U1 < k Majority of the 1st Defense Rallalion 



( , hj ^ 1,lI ati nil 1Va , ( . lh( . v y, vv 
f^L^ 5 SU Pplv lank was set on fire; 



u,n <iitV LentagC. ils mess hall and nuai tti mas- 

1 $tOr&$ 



VVCfC destroyed. One of the evapoi ators, 

lr V on waterless Wake, was also damaged, 
fin ,v !~ ,1Un antiainraft brought down one of the 

| || a ^,!,;,, tOUChj one more of ihe previous fighter 
^ w «^lied out nn tnko-ofl" lor thl! afternoon torn- 
jj ^ ' P-»tiol. It, tOO, joined the dummies, 

PP^nng in t | 1( .j r greatest strength during the 
i{ j^°P< ration, eight Wotje llyiiu-boals hit Wake 
: 30 *Uh bombs anil strafing but without in- 
r ;;;;^^U<>. (lanni.e: 

^IV-n-J 1 ^}[ (vm \>w\ the construction authorities at 
><„ ' U 1 li »iV)or, who seer 



to have been under the 



C Uu ]^ Ss ' (>n that the planned program for develop- 
° WakcVWlS progressing without interruption, 

6ki^^^ progress report on dredging in the 

Av . ' '"' M.-Ma Kinn. x, 1 ■I„,h ..1 Sr,,. { -.uii 1 la.nilton, and 

^ Nl «Khir,ises M,,tr Ilr ssnn. 

4 I 1K j*J '" l raid, which net a single defender recalled in 
1 ™ '» n<i H U ,,< < ou, a, is an excellent Kbcampk <>i how tin* 



M| < Juoii«s Wurrcd. l^hcuc a no doubt that the 
i , i. iDa^i^^ u;is delivered', nKiMnm h :is ii w.is reported hj 
1 tn ''' -"l 1 1 . 1 1 1 »* ► i within a f»-w hoars aftn 'i Wofc 



la^otni and ask<(l for a spe< iln date b\ which mi 
tain improvements would be eompleted. 

In preliminaiN reply, having piela.ed his opoii 
with information of the days latest air laid (that 
b\ the four-engine living boats), the islaml eom- 
maudei briefly sunnnari/ed the maleiiel status of 
his (ominand. Half of his tmeks and engimttfitq! 
e(|ui|)inent were destiowd; the bettta part ol his 
Diesel oil and eonnneivial explosives had grjflc up: 
the Navy .uara^e, the Uhu ksmith and nnu hine shops, 
and the major warehouse for building supplies all 
tlu se had been burnt or blasted to the ground. ( Ion- 
tinUUIg in a suppleinenlarv report wh'nh mm- 
monCCd with the statement that defendine the atoll 
and keeping itegarriSOn alive had been his mam pre- 
o< ( upalions. Commander Cunningham reminded 
Pearl Harbor that nii;ht WOt* was impossible; th.U 

the lack of air-warning gear restricted davtime <on- 

strm tion, espec ially with he.iw e(|uipment the noise 
of w hi( h masked sounds of approaching bombers; 
that the raids had depleted his effective engineering 

equipment and destroyed repmr fac ilities; and that 
Civilian morale was generally bad. He < losrd with 
the statement th;it no (leadlines could be pfcdrCtfid 
or met unless enemv pressure WCTC lilted. 

No further sue h (pieries were reeeived bom rear 
areas during the balain e of the delense. 

18 Deeembe r was a quiet dav/ 'I he only enru^ 

activity in the vicinity of Wake, however, was omi- 
nous. A Single shore-l)asecl airplane was picked np 
almost overhead at ^000 feet, well out of anti- 
airt raft ran,i;e and mm h above the ( ombat air patrol 
It (lew up the northwestei lv axis of the atoll, and 
then turned south, presumably returning to Koi. 
This was believed to have been a photo-i e< onnais- 

sancc flight, 

Next mornings after an uneventful nifht, the de- 
remlers Cnntinued their routine tasks. Hv now , even 
with their limited tools and personnel, the various 

batteries had began to be well dug i«»- Btfaclj de- 
fenses, t<> the full extent of peisoimel avail. ible to 
man them, had been set up, even fall hiding alternate 
mat hine-^tm positions fully equipped with weapons 
and ammunition but only to be manned nnder par- 

7 Likruisr typical ui the day UMh) noitfiwidfi wfiljrh vtbu 
in ti,« \v..kr K « «)ols nnd recolJeetikms is it>«- f.u t rbnt » on- 
^cmporan record* the V^*^e despatches ii-nd Majoi H.»si' i^ 
ofTictiil narrsiiivc r» piu t [mi)rtred In ( < tnlx i I'M I indic^lr 

lli.it th« tin iiH»ii<s ol the siiisisois haVt alnu»st nn.immoiiNly 
li.uispost (I ihr .-v. HU Oi I 7 and 18 1 h irinhr. . 
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titular couti neurit's. Trained men were the most 
critical shortage of alL 

Willi om plane in commission and Lhc one elfafcr 
suffering from engine trouble, the Marines began 
1 9 gcccjah cr as usual, nt morning general quarters. 

6 1050, 27 of the shore- based bombers from Roi 
coming in from the northwest at I ttJiOO feet, worked 
over the VMF - 2 I I area south of the airstrip, Camp 
I to Lhe west (where Ihey finished off the Marines^ 
mess hall ;nul tent age), and Pan Air. Defending 3- 
iueh fire from Batteries D and E hit four of the 
bombers, otic of which crashed after its crew had 
parachuted over the water. Kxcept in Camp K al- 
ready partially razed, no serious damage was done, 
and no casualties resulted. 

The next day, 20 Decem ber, dawned gloomily 
with heavy rain, low ceilings, and poor visibility all 
day. This frontal rain, which covered a wide area, 
dissuaded the Japanese from making their usual 
noon visit, but it could not stop a P.BY, and, at 1530, 
a United States Navy patrol bomber, the first phys- 
ical contact between Wake and the outer world, 
landed in the lagoon bearing detailed information 
for the island commander as to plans and art ions 
underway for relief and reinforcement of the atoll. 

AH civilians, except key personnel essential to up- 
keep and certain high-priority projects, were to be 
evacuated. A Marine fighting squadron (VMF- 
221 ) would be flown in to reinforce VMF-21 now 
near the end of its tether. Substantial reinforcements 
of Marine Corps personnel and materiel were being 
despatched for the 1st Defense Battalion Detach- 
ment. A complete loading- pi an of lhe T&WgiiBf was 
included. 

After delivering their messages, the pilots of the 
PBY asked where the hotel on Wake was located* not 
realizing that it had been destroyed almost 2 weeks 
previously, 

As night fell, all hands worked on brief letters 
and official reports to be transmitted back to Pearl, 
Commander C amuiugham. Majors Devereux and 
Putnam, and Commande r Grecy sent hack reports. 
Major liayler, his mission long since com pic ted, 
would carry the papers back and leave Wake in 
compliance with orders directing his return "by 
first available Government air transportation." Mr. 
He veil or , the Bureau of the Budget official who had 
missed the Philip pine Clipper on H December, was 
originally to return as well, but someone pointed out 
diat he could not travel in a Naval aircraft without 
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parachuic and Mae West, neither of which 1 
available, so he remained at Wake. 

At 07(H) next morning, 21 December, the 1 ' 
turned ov er its engines and took oil. Within lesf^ 
two hours, at 0H50, with no warning, SJ9 Jap^ 
Navy attack-bombers, covered by Hi fighters, 1^ 
down through the overcast and bombed and StP 
all battery positions. These w ere planes from 
Division 2 (Soryu and Iliryu), called in !>)'" 
Japanese to help soften Wake's unexpected 
n ess. Due to the low ceiling, the attack W# ^ 
sumniatcd before the 3-inch batteries could 
action, but the .50-raliber antiaircraft machine £ 
helped to render Lhe attack, while ominous $ 
implications, ineffective as far as results went. 

Only three hours later, at 1220, 33 of the M 
base d J a pa 1 1 cs e bo m be rs a i t i vi Ifc I fro m Roi. M ^ 
had so often in the past, they again took Pealed 
Camp 2 as their targets. The approach was fnV 
cast at 18,000 feet in two major formations, &td\ 
bombs &f the second group plastered Battery' 
position on Peale. Some S3 Mn&h rounds had " 
fired, and one bomber hit after about a half mil 11 ' 1 ' 
action, when a Bomb fell squarely inside the dir^ 
emplacement of the battery, killing the firing bfttf 1 
executive, Platoon Sgt. Jolmalsoii E. Wright, ' 
wounding the range officer and three 
M arincs. 

The effects of this hit were of critical serious"' 
to the antiaircraft defense of Wake. 

The only remaining director on the ate >ll hdent 
to Battery K, located in the. ell sow of Wake fsk 1 ' 1 
This battery, however, had no height finder, IP 1 
thing which Battery D on Peale possessed. Bei^ 1 
the two 3 -inch batteries, there thus remained ° [ 
sufficient fire-control equipment for one. Since I 1 
tery E was more centrally located and had thus 
apparently escaped detection or direct attack* 
seemed more logical to retain it as the primary a ,p 
aircraft defense of the atoll. In addition, if attach 
its location was such that near-misses would fall V? 
clear of other installations. Because of all these c pl 
sidcrations, Major Devereux directed Battery 0' 
send its height finder, now the only one on VV^ 
together with certain Other fi re-control gear, ° l 
gun and the necessary personnel, to Jiattery 1 
which, for the first time on Wake, would be a f lfc 
manned, fully equipped four-gun battery. Of 
remaining three 3-inch guns on Peale, two were J 
be shifted to a new location from which tbey £W 



<M, ute beat h-defense missions, and one was lo be 
r } ){ active in the old Battery D position amid dum- 
,n ' rs ; l <> 'ir;i(c the impression lliat the battery was 
s hll in its former location. As a further measme ol 

( ^ptitaij Battery P on Wilkes, now reduced to two 

9** was also lo oj)en hie by lot al ( ontrol methods 
U,,rn <'v<Tair raids ch cu red.' 

he net result of enemy attrition, therefore, was 
1,11 Wake now possessed but one antiairc raft bal- 
J n > ,,f t0W Scinch gUTO, whereas, al the OUtSCi of 
™*tttCS, it had possessed 12 si it h innis, eight of 
J*** w<re potential effective. 01 12 li-hlers, 
11 • tu <> remained in eommission. 

, flight, after Platoon Sergeant Wright had 

k 1 n huriej in (lie battery position where he fell, 
l,,r| y I) proceeded to Cilty out the defense detarh- 
^''nrmmdei's orders, and by next morning 
' Utrr V E was fully manned and equipped as di- 
<U (| - I he remaining strength of the garrison on 
' ,l,r ^as now less than a hundred Marines plug a 

?°HP Of eivilians who had been trained under Ma- 

1IK ' n °nconjmiasioned oilieers toad as one of Battery 

s KUtl crews/ 



morning of 2'J December, two airplanes 
Mr W commission although one suffered from 
J , \ ,,ln trOUWb which delayed the takc-oll of < lap- 

r 'cni n nn ( ) K . rmdmorning combat-air patrol. 

' u " l( 'nant Davidson had been out almost an hour, 
Was j llst coveting the northern approaches to 
a 7> at 12,000 feet when he spotted enemv planes 
' ,,,nn ^ in. Me called Captain ITeulcr, who was l hen 
S(,Ulh 0< the atoll, and the latter headed back. 

Ilr incoming (light consisted of enemy carrier 

n °* pVatlCS CSCOrtcd by Six lighters, all from the 
(} I V, -Ihry u earner division. The lighters were at 
feci and the dive bombers at 18,000. The 

* n,t <>nntered over Wake. 
Confronted b\ six Xekc\s, Captain Lrueler in his 



Patchy 



up ! ; ll ; :> imhestitatingty dived at the 



division, ami, seconds later, as he pulled up, 
.JJJJJjd the formation scattering around him and his 



j >! "i, the iv.,ir gtrongpoiol ccnummtlcr, Ca plain ( •<><!• 

• vv ^s to write, "The Civilian* who served with this bat- 
( U ' ,r l »l iiirstiiii.thl.- \ iluc * * * nuclei the < .ipahle 



•p ( >i Sergi .mi Bowtfhcr. tin y soon were Rriits their 



3 Ui.iniM r i oinparahle lo the marine-manned gim&. 

I 'I"' surrender Of the island sonic ol these nn it \\< j. 

* Atcd i 

,() CVttCtiaied 10 Honolulu; however, the entire gttf) 
' m ,>n ' ■>••<! to 5Uiy on the island and serve with the haite.v " 



lirsi \ ti I i i i i ahead) smoking Oil its way down. Ilip- 
pillg his airplane inlo a dillu nil opposite approach, 
he Stacked another ol (he /crocs, which exploded 
only 50 feet below, sending a curtain of llame and 
Flying fragments aboul (he Ciumman. The Ma 
line fighter was hadl\ scorched, manifold pressure 
drop|)ed, and (he < « »l it n ds ic.nled sluggishly, 

At this moment, looking back toward W ake, the 
Hilly possible landing place, ITeuIci saw Lieutenant 
Davidson in action against the dive bombers. The 

other Grumman was diving &l •» retreating bomber, 

While behind Davidson one of the /crocs was already 
commencing a nut of his own. This was the last 



seen. 



While Freuler looked, another of the can ier fight- 
era got on his tail and bred a long burst, mftlttcKtlg 
the Marine pilot in (he back and shoulder. ( iaplain 
ITeulcr pushed his plain OVCT inlo a steep dive, 
mftnaged to shake oil his pursuer, and dragged the 
shattered, scorched F4E into the field for ., crash 
landings In the words of Lieutenant Kinney, whose 
Shoestring maintenance had kept YML 211 flying 
for 15 davs, - This left us with no airplanes." 

In spite of the fighting squadron's last bla/c ol 
heroism, the dive bombers had methodit alls woikcd 
over all battery positions attain, although, bv United 

States Navy standards of dive bombing, commented 

Lieutenant BamhtgCT, "W e win. have been used to 
SCCing Orily the propeller hub are a bit taken aback 
bv their shallow dives and their inat cmai ICS." There 
had been no casualties Oil the ground. 

That afternoon, preparations for gronunl defenses 
were intensified. On IVale, organization of the 

beach-defense positions for the iwo remaininu. »-im h 
gtms was |>ressetl anil Concluded. On Wilkes, Cap- 
tain Platl, the stronn-poinl lommander, issued de- 
tailed instructions lo Marine Cunnci M, Kinslrv, in 

command of the provisional Battery P (3-inch), 

that, Upon initiation of actual laiulin^s, he was to 
lire on the boats as long as the gUUS could he de- 
pressed to hit, and then to fall back as infantrx into 
Contact with Battery L Marines, who would also 
be acting as infantry in this contingency Now hav- 
ing no airplanes, Marine l/lghtiu^ Stpiadion 2 1 I 
re|)orted t<« the d< lensc battalion as iufauliN. The 

squadron included le^ than 20 cft& ltves a both offi- 
cers and men. 
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The words of one officer on Wake summed up tin- 
situation as of 22 Decern her quite accurately: 

"All that can be done is being done, but there is 
so little to do with/' 

Enemy Plans and Actions, 11-21 December 

As the enemy forces, damaged and defeated, ex- 
ec utcti their southward withdrawal toward Kwaja- 
lein during 1 1 December, it was readily apparent to 
Rear Admiral Kajioka (whose flagship, the Yvhari, 
had had more than a taste of Wake's accurate gun- 
fire) that the difficulty of the mission had by no 
means been underestimated by his pessimistic chief 
of staff, and that additional means and more favor- 
able condi lions must lie sought. 

On 13 December, the battered force entered 
Kwajalcin Atoll and anchored while conferences 
were held and plans recast. Rear Admiral Maru- 
shige, Kiminoru who had commanded Cruiser Di- 
vision 18 (the old light cruisers, Tatsula and Tcnryu> 
both of which had been well worked over), analyzed 
the failure factors !1 of the unsuccessful attempt in 
the following order: 

Vigorous scaeoast artillery defense; 
P i g h tc r o p p osi t i o n ; 
Adverse weather; 

Insufficient Japanese forces and means. 
The Wake invasion force's losses and injuries had 
been impressive; two destroyers sunk; substantial 
damage to all three cruisers present; three more 
stroycrs and one destroyer-transport damaged; and 
one transport partially burnt out. None of the 
damage, ho%vever, was beyond repair, and this was 
immediately set on foot with such facilities as Com- 
mand er Fourth Fleet had at Kwajalein. 

Despite the fact that the same general difficulties 
were anticipated for the next attempt, the Japanese 
higher echelons let the basic scheme of attac k re- 
main largely unchanged, an example of the lack of 
flexibility which so characterized much enemy plan- 
rang, To make good immediate losses and strengthen 
the force somewhat, Commander Fourth Fleet con- 
tributed two replacement destroyers {Asaiutgi and 
Yunagi, sisters of the sunken ships which they re- 
placed), together with one more, Oboro, a much 

■ Admiral Kajioka 1 ;; thu-f of st;dt later spoke of * * 
your three aggressive fishier planes" and added, "the defense 
guns tfere very aminile * * * The Aim-rieun fiyhter 
I >i kits were admired for their sit ill and bravery," 



more powerful and newer ship of destroyer-lr* ^ 
characteristics, armed with six 5-inch guns. In W 
tion to these reinforcements, the mine layer r fstt£& J, 
then in the Marianas, embarked the personnel 
the Maizuru Second Special Landing Force j 
Saipau and transported them to Rni, where tl" y 
were incorporated into the Wake landing force M 
ganization. Another transport, Tenyo Alaru, it* 11 ' l ; 
fioat-plane tender, Kiyokaum, were also added. M 

While troop rehearsals were in progress on 1T> ^ lx 
cemher, Commander Fourth Fleet urged tim ' ! 
suflieiency of his force for the mission, and, in K# 
the Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet, S*fi 
apparently convinced that Wake, by contrast tfj a 
other central Pacific objectives, constituted a 
stumbling block, diverted what, by United Stf 1 ' e 
standards, amounted to a carrier ta.sk force: ^ t< 
fleet carriers (Soryu and Iliryu, Carrier Division 2 i 
four alder heavy cruisers (Aoba t F umiak a. i a 
Kinugasa, Cruiser Division G) ; two very new l> 
cruisers (Tone and Ckikuma, Cruiser Division 8 }, 
and a task-force screen of six destroyers, Command u 
Cruiser Division 8, Rear Admiral Abe, Koki, WOT p 
act as task- force commander, and was also, on ' h 
December, designated by Commander Fourth F lf ' v 
as over- all commander of forces afloat for the f j 
jeeted operation, leaving as before, however, ll (1 
amphibious force command to Rear Adm' r ' \\ 
Kajioka. [ 

The new plan and estimate of the situation a 
in essence, amplified versions of the original ° 1 ' | 
which had failed. 

The necessity— so clearly indicated by the hfi v 
nf 1 1 December— for adequate prela tiding soft fJ t 
ing of Wake was, however, taken into accent ^ 
Commencing on 21 December, 2 days prior to $ 
target date, which was set for 23 December, the * ( 
craft of Carrier Division 2 would work fiver \ 
Wake defenses, concentrating in order of piifO» I 
on United States aircraft, batteries, and machi lV -j 
gun positions, locations of which were beginning' t 
be fairly well known and pin-pointed, i i 

In order that Wake's deadly seaeoast batU't| ; I 
might be afforded minimum opportunities, \- 
landings were to take place by darkness, shortly V | 
fore dawn. As a measure of surprise, indicates 0 * 
source, there was to be no preliminary naval b* j|1 
bardment on 23 December/" To insure that • K 

!■ 

10 But stxr note 1, page 40, as to the possibility thitl ft h °* l 
hnrdment did tafife pim e. 



iijj^ps actually landed, regardless t& th? battle 
/ ,lrct l for fhc forces afloat, the two destroye r-trans- 
^P' J| X Patrol Boats 32 and 33, were to be run 
d a {? r <mnd on die south shore in the vicinity of [lie 
c j|'mrip T At k . asl r our _ anc | passjh [ y six "_*l Jm ding 
(B_ ea^h bearing 50 men, would land aJmtg the 
J it U Ls * lorc W follows: two on Wilkes; two between 

^ rih^f of tllc ;iirstri P and Cump 1 ; < imi Lwn <> JS " 
s } y) just west of Peacock Point. In the event that 



s, total- 



I 1 ^ _ Il PProximaLety 1,000, were unable to for 
*j ^ us| nit ashore, a 500-man reserve, to be organized 
., ^ chips' landing forces, would be committed. As 
A ! cs P l *r« r ite, ultimate expedient, the destroyers them- 
:s would be beached, and the remainder of their 



re a 



H ^ews would swarm ashore, It would truly be a right 
j finish. 

ft- l[lc possibility of United Slates naval surface 

' lK^ 0rVCIU ' On W:iS ta ' 4cri " uo consideration. This had 
0 ^ ^missed as out uf the question on 1 1 Decem- 
J ' fif :iUUSC !t was eorrccily believed that the shoek 
fitof*^ Harbor would immobilize American sur- 
\y® operations for sonic days afterward. On this 
10 ! r,n ^ attempt to seize Wake, the enemy judged 
iP , I!' 10 ^ eve, 



ku 



of Pacific Fleet 'task Force 
operations. United States surface opposition was 
anticipate this threat, Cruiser Division 
fr, ^ heavies, was to be stationed as a covering 
* CUSL °^ Wrike, I u the event that a major surface 
>j; j. " should develop Rear Admiral Abe, of Cruiser 

U \ Sl ° n ^' wou ' c ' OTiiduct the fight. 
K * rm the fu>ii attempt, submarine reconnaissance 
1 precede the- invasion force, not only to size 
island situation but to look out for United 



h r> the 

^ *Hrface Imres 



III 



ompliatirc with the orders of the C-in-C 



j ^J^MtMSd Fleet, the Soryit-Wryu carrier task fore* 
■is | c h had been operating northwest of Midway, 
ii ^ *d by weather from delivering a major strike 
1 [J*?* *ai busc, proceeded on 15 December tow ard 
Hit. The earlier increment of reinforce- 

ii j ; nu S including the Marianas Special Landing 
j) | J M ^ troops, had already reac hed Kwajaleiu, having 
I Ul pleased from operational commitments after 
|i s^^W|hg in the comparatively easy seizure of 

* turn tint (mine \:\ycr) , mid Cruiser Division ii (the 



(niam, whit h hail been completed by nightfall ft! 10 
December. 1 ' 

After issuance of final orders, completion ol re- 
hearsals and making good battle damage from die 
action of 11 December, at 0900 on 21 December, 
die Wake invasion force, under Admiral Kajioka, 
cleared Roi on a northward track lor a second at- 
tempt lo crush the defenders of Wake_ 

The Relief Attempt 15-23 December 

On 15 December," the Ttjitgirr, N veins and a 
temporary eseort of four destroyers bad sortird by 
twilight from Pearl Harbor, while the fimahg&k 
loaded with planes anil pilots of VM F 221 { Major 
Verne J. MeCavl), was fueling inside the harbor 
for the trip forward lo Wake, 

r Fhe Pacific Fleet operation order whit h dim let I 
the relief attempt directed Task Force 14 to depart 
Pearl ill two task groups. The train, consisting of 
Tangkfj Ni'chrs* and eseort, would leave early and 
rendezvous next day with the Saratoga task group, 
ThG mission of the task force was to deliver supplies, 
reinforcements and aircraft lo Wake, evacuate 
wounded (together with a portion of the civilians)* 
and return to Peiul. VMF 221 was to be Mown oil 
to Wake as soon as possible. The train was to be pro- 
tected from air, submarine, and surface attacks 
while unloading at Wake (anehnred m buoys m the 
roadstead oil Wilkes channel ), bill the SmaUi&t WM 
to remain nut of v isual range of Wake and t Ic.o 



ljc ^y cruisers). 



Fueling at sea might be carried out at discrciion of 
the task forte commander [Rear Admiral Frank 
Jack Fletcher, USN), and the Wech& WimJd 
then bt* ttilcaacd for independent nturn to IV H uh 
The task force was to arrive at Wake on 23 Dei -em- 
ber, east longitude dale. 

At t 1 l!> next day, lf> Deeember, the fighting ele- 
ments of I he lask ton e having completed a some- 
what delayed fueling, soitied from Pearl Harbor, 
out* carrier, three heavy cruisers and nine dest m\i tb 
in alL r Fhal afternoon they \$mt\ up with the train 
al a rendezvous sonihwcst of < )ahu, ami the west- 
svard voyage to Wake began. 

In spite of the impatience whieh chafed all hands 
to reaeh Wake, I he s|>eed of advance of Task Force 
14 was runsiderahly t urtailetl by the maximum 

" DiltC'S id tliis Hi-i lion ;ire ivrsl i*r t iist litii^tliule as .i|>|>llt\i 
}tU' in ihr loe.aion ;il which the rr sjip-nive rvrnls tn < nut <L 
Whore eonfnsion \& po^iUe, ihr type tU\i< will Ih + jmJieiilr<J. 
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speed of its slowest Component* the old tfwhtSi 

which C0<ild Oltly make 12 knots, and, with the tig- 
Sagging ( onsidered neecssar y in Che no-m; ill's sen 
west of the Hawaiian Islands, the actual advance 
was even less. 

To the Marines ;md seamen of Task Force 11, 
which constituted the fust westward naval sally of 
the war, the waters beyond Slgjlt of Oahu seemed 
VfTf lonelv waters indeed. No contact, either friendly 
or enemy, varied the tenseness of the run. Aboard 
UlC TMgier each day there was dawn genera] quar- 
ters followed by a morning of such training for the 
embarked Marines as was possible. To inlroduee the 
antiairc raft personnel to radar, endoctrinatory lec- 
tures were put on by the technicians who had come 
aboard just prior to sailing. The radar sets them- 
selves were stowed aft on the flight deck, still mys- 
terious and puzzling to all hands, both officers and 
men. 

The few available maps and ( harts of Wake re- 
ceived intense study. In anticipation that Wake s 
3-inc h guns might have to deliver direc t, local-con- 
trol fire on ships or ground targets, improvised for- 
war-area sights were designed and turned out in the 
ship's machine shop, while the mac hine-gun detac la- 
ment c ommander contrived w ith the ship's fori e to 



antiain raft machine guns could be hoisted from 
ship to barges in the full ready position to ward ofl" 
enemy attacks while unloading. The- 5-inch scacoast 
men stayed in prac tire by standing their share of 
condition watches on tin* after . r )-inch gun of the 
Tunyrr. All Marine antiairc raft machine guns weir 
ol course set up and manned on the superstruc ture. 

Disembarkation and unloading at Wake were the 
subjee t of many conferences. Shu e entrance into the 
lagoon would be impossible, troops and supplies 
would have to be lightered in. If Vitally injured dur- 
ing the tedious proc ess, it was staled that the lan^in 
WOuld be run aground should this be nec essary to 
ensure delivery of the: vital cargo. 

On 18 Dec ember, as Task Force I I plodded west* 
ward, CinCPae, mindful of the possibility of dan- 
gerous confusion about Wake, ordered Task Croup 
7.L\ the Wake submarine patrol, to withdraw from 
that vicinity and operate near Kongelap. On 21 
December, intelligence available at Pearl Harbor 
unhealed a heavy t out entralion of shore-based Jap- 
anese aviation stre ngth in the Marshalls, with the 
possibility that hostile surface forces might be cn- 
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countered astride Mask Foree I4's approach 
W r ake. Task Force II, operating to the souths 
with the Ewfcgfyhi was therefore ordered to 
support of Task Force 11. By this date, also, it v 
known at Pearl that enemy carriers in unkn^ 
strength we re Operating to the- northwest of W ' 
CinCPae surmised that the Soryu might be oii<" 
them, a highly ac c ur ate* deduction. 

Meanwhile, at 200Q on ! 2 1 December, die 1$ 
forc e had rca< hed a point only (>27 miles GN0 
Wake. By the next morning at 0800, there remain 
but 5 If) miles to go. Aboard the Astoria, the # 
force commander was in touc h with the urgent 0 
lion chi Wake, as CinCPae was relaying all of 
Wake reports lo the relieving force, which, hovs^' 
maintained Strict radio silence. 

Although the destroyers' fuel supply was rc;t M 
ably adequate, their margin, in the event of a W 
near Wake, seemed slim to Admiral Fletcher, ^ 
on the 224a rather than pre ssing in toward Wake J 
< ommeiK eel to fuel destroyers from the A"' 
steaming slowly northward on a track which brOW 
the force: no nearer its destination. After all-clav # 
ficulties which slowed fueling, the task force- 
turned generally westward during the night of ~; 
23 Dec ember, and, by 0800, 23 Dec ember, at 1 
very moment when Commander Cunningham * 
ordering Major Devereux to arrange: the- surreii l,( 
of Wake, the relieving force was but 425 miles $ 
taut. The 0800 position of the Saratoga on 23 P 
cember, in 1 73° 15' east longitude and 22 V$ 
latitude-, was the nearest that relief was to appro- 1 ' 
Wake. 

Dlirhlg the night of 2L ; 23 December ( 'J 1 ' 
December, it was at Pearl), where the closcnCS^ 
the race- against time was forcefully apprehend 
Admiral Pye, ac ting as CinCPae pending arrival 
Admiral Nirnitz from Washington, was in Kin' 1 
ence with Capt. Charles H. McMonis, U$ 
and Rear Admiral Milo F. Draemel, US% & 
of the CinCPac staff. The: question was whether 
not to risk losing what was left of the* Pacific He^' 
what might well be a vain attempt to relieve 
Din ing the night, as a compromise measure-, ii sv 
decided to send in the Tmi^in, a fast new ship' 1 
Wake by herself, fly off" the Marine fighters from ^ 

Saratoga at maximum range, and retire. But bcW 

Admiral Fletcher could exec ule this hazardous ll 
cision (which would h&VC spelled destruction fe>r»' 
Tangier and her relief force of Marines), the OfcW 
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J"' "'"imTnianclcd. To add to the difficulties of 
!t| ^ on » Admiral Pyc knew thai Wake was already, 
s , j|n u ' min *s of many, written off as lost, and that 
doubted if we could continue holding, even if 
lh, ^ c ^s was averted. 

1 mally, as day was breaking over Makalapa, the 
iw () , ,()n Was rcachc d« At 08 1 1 , Hawaiian time, some 
j. aiu| a half hours before Wake was to surrender, 
"j* jorcc 14 was recalled, 
t! l)|]s )()ard *c Astoria, Saratoga* and Tangier, rcac* 
Y Varied from astonishment to shame and anger, 
e were even some stafr officers w ho counselled 
^ iral Men her to disregard orders and make a 
v,^ ln 10 Wake. They did not know that at this 
H moment, some four enemy heavy cruisers 
***** Division 6) were patrolling east of W ake, 



separated from any Japanese carrier air suppor t by 

hundreds of miles,' ' a sitting targCl for the airmen of 
the Saratoga; nor did they know th.it the Japanese 
attack force was disposed about Wake with no ap- 
parent measures lor security against sulfate attack. 
Had all this been known, the Story of Wake might 

have been very different. 

lint it was not known, and Task Force 14, whit h 
might have relieved Wake, Spent most of 23 Dei em- 
ber refueling its cruisers, and that llight retired nn 
Midway. 

"The two runny carriers. Sonu and Mm* (Garrici Divi- 
sion 2) were stationed sonu- 250 milt s northwest of Wake, 
well beyond supporting distance for the surface- covering 
force of lieav) cruisers rasl <>!' Wake. 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



CHAPTER IV 



The Fall of Wake 



Mi 



P 
ill 

^1. 



Iiitcriiiittrnt, gusty rain-squalls ushered in the 
1)1. «( k early morning of 23 IX-c nniy-r on Wake, add- 
ing their clamor and discomfort to the steady boom 
of the surf. At SOtttC time after 0100, to enhance the 
uneasiness of the defenders, a mi. cession of vivid, 
irregular Hashes showed beyond the horizon north of 
Peale. Obviously they were not individual lights or 

signal searchlights, for the brilliance and irregularit) 

ruled out both possibilities. To those who previously 
had seen gunfire at sea during Meet exercises, it sug- 
gested a night battle practice? 

At()14. r ), moreover, via the J-linc, came an alarm- 
ing report: the enemy are landing on Toki Point 
(Peale } . Ma jor Dcvercux alerted all units and ( ailed 
on Mist Lieutenant Kessler, commanding Battel v B 
at Toki Point, for confirmation and further informa- 
tion. Kessler replied via a command line that, al- 
though some lights could be seen oilshore (as had 
been reported on several previous nights), no land- 
ings were in progress. The beach defenses on Toki 
were manned, he added, inasmuch as bouts were 

"believed* 1 to be somewhere oilshoic 

By this time Wake was thoroughly alerted, .md 
all units were at general quarters. To Second Lieu- 
tenant Poindexter, commanding the s<ant\ mobile 
reserve a at Camp I, it seemed that immediate action 

1 One enemy source of vxtxlYvnt credibility stat.s tii.it Cru- 
Div 18 (the two old liui.t ciwr*J bombmrdnd Pteido at 0100, 

although no shclltftg W ;is in fart noivcd in tli.it ftTCH until 
Will after d..vli.<lit. ConM(|r,Vil in \{g\li of thtl "minim " SI < -n 

to tin- norhtward .a about this tim* , it has been conjectured 

Mint due to g£0*3 n.i vin.it ion.ll nmr on .1 dink arid stounv 
nighl the Japanese, |>roluhl\ firing without Visual d.O.i, nimht 

wv\\ have been rtfpcnduiR i>-inHi bombardment 8 jinn (initio*) 

on the « o. M i> 01 rail. 



was needed to counter the reported 'Toki Point ' 1,1 
fcrjg. He reported to the command post that be vs| 
moviogOUt with the reserve for Peale Island, Rid « 
his little force in motion. Major Dcvercux, by 11 N| 
reali/int;- that whatever enenn action might 1)1 u 
progress, Peale was not immediately threatened " 
dered that the truck be intercepted en route 
reserve passed the command post. 

A few minutes later this was done, and MfPj 

Devereux held Poindexter with him pending l ' 

fication of the situation. 



The Enemy Approach On Wake 



t 
u 

si 
ri 

After completing the revised plans, rehearsals' b 

preparations described earlier, Rear Admiral 
jioka had, at 0900, 21 December, set sail from 1 < 
w ith the Wake occupation force, < omposed of 1 K 
heavy cruisers, tWG old Ugh) cruisers, six destroy n 
one auxiliary !loat-|)lane tender, the two w. 
boats, and three medium transp< u Is. Virtually ^ 
this lone, except the aire raft tender ami two 1 u 

destroyers w hich replaced Asanagiaud Novated <l 

seen at lion against Wake on 11 December, and ■ \« 
t Tal ships still bore s« ats from that day. 

Already operating to the north of Wake ( 

SotyUrHhyU (ask force composed of carriers, M 
CmiserS and escorts fresh from the recent sim 
Pearl Harbor. This was the force, carrier frf* <> 

\ 

I ln\ detachment consisted of eight enlisted Marine* 
four caliber machine-guns, with on<- ttuck for trAO*P" 1 
lions With a few Marine supply .owl administrative pr.tsol ij 

and 15 Navy enlisted men commanded l»y Boatswain > ^ 

l-iist Class Jantci K. Ii,»t im s, l'. s. N.. it was also respo** n 
fo. defenseof the Carol) I area, 



^ *McJl had hammered Wake on 21 and 22 

n v Wore, the approach was screened by subma- 
s advanced well forward as a scouting torse in 
"''"dance w jti, Japanese doctrine. These ships 
j( \ | l>() > hi, and 62 | were able, on 22 December, 

l 1 ,,,v SOme Of Admiral KajiokaV apprehensions 

l ( ; porting that no motor torpedo boats (much 
rec l 'a the Japanese during this and the previous 
, , ,n l n ) appeared to he in the vie iniiy of Wake, 

^ l(< approach disposition and the distribution of 

» lr<),, l )s aboard ships arc not entirely clear. The 
,l sll cntith of the landing forces, which was amy- 
J** °I approximately 1,000 Special Naval Land- 

A 0 jJ Qr< * Personnel for the assault, plus the reserve 
h|j J asS( ' nm led if needed from ships' landing parties, 

lUftOft SnnU '»500. () ^ ^CSe, approximately 
(t(B|r S Md", uere distributed between the two de- 
it! f.,,',,' 1 lM,ans I )orls - s " m( ' 200 more, to be landed in 

ii si n a 01 nm,v medium 1 landing daft (somewhat 

)!' U) tll< ' AnuTi< ;m kCM ) Wen? embarked else- 

I if- ^ P^Umnbly aboard one or another of the 

jfA/ a Kongo Mam. Tenyo Mam, or J\<nnyit 

So far as is known, the . r >00-mau provisional 
<T Ve- (l f ■ 

It parent 1 
> The 



'MM- 



Haizurti Second Special Naval Landing 

c * 1,(> w brought to full strength by reinforee- 
Sto] S 1X1 SaipSttl, Witf essentially a Japanese \vr- 

ri(j ' l<)fl, ^l)attalion Landing team ( BLT). Its three 
I | M)l (<)In P a »iies all possessed numeric al designations 
( f( . s VVC f c ni ore commonly ( ailed by the names of the 
^>)m C (() nipany commanders. Thus the First 
[i l^jjTP^Vi eonnnanded by Lieutenant LUhida, 
v J. ]l \ "'^ UM, would be referred to as w tflC Uehida 
S,, nilarly, the Second and Third Companies 
Jj%fed "theTakano unit" and "the llava unit.*' 
, ]v ^Chlda and Itaya companies " were to exe- 

(l 'ed 



"hit 



1 w«J 



SaiiK landings On Wake Island. One hun- 
pieked men" of the Takano unit were to seize 




l, ul the balance of that company presumably 



'," ' ^'-'M^.u.i/.iiion i>\ the jiip;iiHsc torn 



apprn- 



* m ( l! f "' :u ^nnt indiwito 500, At u.is time, oU sni.k units 

ill „| ^ U ] foe Fourth PlCel Nvnr eo.nvn tinted lor tin sri/un 



MjJ*Vhi rwteh the way in which Unlrt sum Fleet 

s 1 <»<<• units WOUld have bwtJ so r.nplnsrd 

" -in ;i( '/ r p,u '' r ,7 < thU rhaptn, regarding i 1 "- pMstfiility dun 

ijjj ' ' C bOftt-BTOUp ma\ hnvc latuhd nrai tin mhiiI.cisI 

S[ i? W:,k ' Uand. 

^ '•»»»,• j' ,Vil S I,: "" r >Mld thus thai ol' lliis eotnpan> npprais in 



lOUTCC . i $ "Itatani" 



Would in emj)Ioyed on Wake Island to back tip 
tfi hida and llaya. 

Kxe epl for one* submarine scare, the hnal ap- 
proach to Wake was uneveulbtl. bee/innim; on 22 
IVeember, howeve r, the- uc athei. uhic h had handi- 
eapped the previous attempt, was ajuain uul a\ < )i able. 

At aloui 22011; when Admiral Kajittksrt llagship 

was Within appioximatelv 3(1 miles of Wake, an 
observer ' aboard reported: 

The- storm eaitte down upon the ship x 
Mid the leitilhc wind ul.iMl.d ovc thr masi. The 
anoTv wavCJJ tl«»cd the ships around as tl thev uoc 

At ab<>U( 8 kftOtS the force aclvaneed cautiousls 
under covei ol the we ather. If it was bad for their 
projec Is, it would neverthe less blind the defenders, 
lookouts strained for the landfall, more dillic ult 
than usual on sue h a Alight, "N'.w. the ship beraine 

all eyes * 
Suddenly n hlinkirtg li.uht u.is seen. It ivsu a lighl 

Slgftal, 'isliind is sighted. w frOtn a d« -slrover whic h had 
increased its speed and was in the advain r L'U.ml. \\ C 
had finally located the island lor whic h we had m 
nn( Thr eomsr wasehan^ed and the spred 

xsas gradually reduced, The jUgbl Ol the island ap- 
peared Faintly in the darkness, Really hvintty. "Break 

Off and land the naval landing patly^ Tl»e honoiable, 

first order of "CHARGE* 1 was givei^ ai»d the daring 

Officers and men. with white* sadies, brava K we nt densn 
to the surface Of the sea. 

The lime was c lose- tO 0200, .uicl met\ of the Spe- 
cial Naval Landing Poree clambered clown into the 

medium landing i Rift, twta bound feu Wilkes bear- 
ing the TakanO personnel and others for the south 
shore of W ake Island. Aboaicl Patrol Craft .VI and 
SX now dose aboard IYae oc k Point, on a north- 
westerly course, the SMT rigged out their Jacobs' 
laddeas and ropes vshile- the shi|)s' i aptains rang up 
beat him; speeal (12 knots ) on bridge lelei;iaphs. 
XTlC hardships encountered in lowering the landing 

barges uric um> severe es en to imagine. Now, WU, the 
\a\al Landing Force, on the barge* whMi we were 

in. must ehltrgC into enemv territory and Carry emt the- 

final step of securing .« landing point after touching 

the shore. 

Just south of the airstrip, the dest loyei -t rails] >< »M- 



• I his w.is diii' llmshi, Kavoshi, ol th« Iniprn.J J.ipafWM 
N.iN.il lnloi inalion Sn lion, RWl ol * oinh.a roi I rvponelr nt , 
who bter statril ol hinis. ll, 1 I his irpo.n ,, m< anhri o! 

ihr Nav:il I nloi m.ition Srrlion. uas al.lr to lias, thr h«>no» 
Of UllliTfft Inst strp upon thr island as a man ol ll tt. 
H, • ,h-n aihl-el, »* # * ihr laptn.r tA Wala lsla.nl 
* * * w;.sm) he aoi( thai < v« n tin lmkIs urpl. ' 
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turned hard astarboard, commencing the final run 
onto the reef, and the landing barges hutted through 
the darkness toward the ominous low-lying bulk of 
Wake, W itli a reverberating crunch, Patrol Craft 
32 33 mounted the reef in a smother of breakers 
and foam. They were aground off the west end of 
the strip. Two barges scraped bottom as they ap- 
proached the reef near Camp 1, with still no sign 
that the Marines were awake. 

Suddenly a pink tracer-stream pencilled from the 
beach of Wilkes, and .50 caliber slugs ripped 
through the gunw ales of one barge. A moment later, 
also from Wilkes, a searchlight flared on, silhouet- 
ting offshore the picked men of the Takano unit and 
sending a blue band of light parallel to the south 



shore of Wake. The time was 0245, and battle 1 
joined. 

The Defense of Wake Island 

By 0215 it was evident to the Marines on W 
that a landing attempt w as in progress. Lights** 
be seen onshore, not only north of Peale, V0 
had come the first alarm, but all along the >° 
coast of Wake Island and Wilkes. At about 0* 
men on Peacock Point thought that they could ' 
ccrn two barge-like shapes offshore, heading v 
toward the air field. Though they did not t; 
realize it, these were the destroyer-transports 
ing into their final run for the reef. Reports of - 
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activity deluged the command post, where 
n ,l,u,s Dcvcihhix and Potter, aided only by one en* 
hsl, (l Udkef and 



i switchboard operator, attempted 
P l, P with the situation, relaying the most im- 

. , information to ( :<>mm;md<T ( amnin^ham in 

^JjSWt to the north. 
^ ^rtahl by now that the SOUlfa shore was most 

^tefled, Major Devpreqx ordered Lieutenant 

'"'TOitCr to move the Mobile Reserve to the area 
Wc^ri Camp 1 ; )ni | t | u . western end of the air- 
P* ^rtiec the whole reserve (eight Marines and 
([ - ,() Caliber machine gUttS) had remained cn- 

forc iT^' ' < SS l ' l;m * ( l ualU ' 1 °" m n(Hir c ' ,a P srtl n(, ~ 
°di ma( hinc^gtui sections were in position just 

; the mad- junction which was in turn west ol 
^adh^ 1 (nmma,um ^ not only the south shore 
r , ( hut the critical section of beach south of the 
gutif Altll(),, " h Poindexter states that some naval 

rtc * fn>U1 r,u ' m > stdpaoflfdiorc was already heittg 

j t lV( ' (l > no signs of enemy ashore, or of actual 
' could yet be discerned, 
\Viii however^ word had beeil received from 
Jurjf lJ,at ,)a,lir (,,1 Mi'»i's could be heard above the 

1^ % Wl Marine ( hmner Mi kinstry had opened 
a j^J? a ' )() Caliber antiaircraft machine-inm on 

Jmit' s ' la ' )( ' ( ' nsr tifl&hore of his provisional Scinch 
()] (, v. A l(. w moments \ A ivi\ about 0245, Captain 

vvith^ qcste - P (Tmissinn to illuminate the heath 
jjj. ,,s 60-ineh searchlight, and the landing was 
Weta n nnl only 00 Wilkes, where two barges 
((( ^ spotted on the beach, but on Wake* where the 

<> > rr transports had just grounded* 
the 1 ' ' °* ,,,r ' r> " iiu ll batteries which commanded 
. l s,,,,lh approaches to Wake 8 and had dune such 



man 



service on 1 1 December, could hear, and 

^j ffitfofts th at the enemy approach, wherehy Patrol 
{)') " 

^tihtt ' S - ' , " J ;i i' imrsr oifcijil ,m " landing and oil 
^^idifrodj Appears to be tli-- most accumlc figure avail- 

;,, >lv 0- t / l | , ,Mr " ,S ol **W«» ollnns bfl Wakr a.r i.iiiimnnit- 

I,,,, . as ,(> tfnH: ol landing, so that approximately 
,>\ lliUA Ur 11 in vicinity of 0130, while the remainder agree 
accq^j * n ,M),n Mftcx. Typical of tins <<>niusi<>n aw the i\\<> 

r} )( . *| °' Colonel Oc vnruN. In his nlhVial report, hr glVttJ 

Bihed l;,,l(,i,lv ' (>n Wtlkw -a 0215, where**, m hit jpul* 

,-, l||si " a "''«iv, , it IS 01.20, He has suhsrqurnllv slatrd, liu . 
J^ an Cfab ^ shul > Of all availaUc data, that he regard* the 

ln,,r (023$) as preferable, Cu.iously n,o.,,,h ( the 

.„,,, " ,NV( r " tWO gtttopi ilisapprars latrr in thr action 

, <ii >i j, 'j U ,,M e ^lcsiii re&nence point, p „n,l rtg^mcnt 

| 1<u| ,ltl, ,v A fl'. aroi k Point j anil BtUttfl'j I. , WilUs*. lioth 



Crai t J3i and S3 gOl figlll inshot e as soon as possihle, 
mi^ht well ha\e been predicted nn the llOpt! t»f 
gettttlg inside (he batteries' iuvs ol lio .' In l.n I (hr 
only weapon larger than n mat hitie-uun ( apahle of 
attacking the all-import. ml destruyei --transpm ts, al- 
ready beginning to Spew out their cai!M>, was the 
unmanned 3-incll antiboat gull emplaccd on the rise 
between the beach road and YM F % I I s hardstand 
parking area.. Second laeiitenant Rol>erl M. Ilanna, 
then in command of the antiaircraft machine-c;uns 
about the field, sensed the situation, gathered a 
Scratch crew consisliniM)! one Marine, Corp. Ralph 
J. Holew inski, and three civilians,' 1 and set out at the 
double lor the nun. Within a few moments Major 
Pevemix, re.di/inc; the critical importance of hold- 
ing this area and of supporting Manna, had ordered 
Major Putnam lo take what was left of WW 211, 
some 20 men in all, ami form an infantry support 
between the Vmch gun and the enemy landiui;. 

With all units now at i;cueral quarters, disposi- 
tions lo meet the Japanese landiui; on W ake Island 
were as [oU.OW&: 

The mobile reserve 1 Lieutenaul Poiiuh Met \ lotu 
ntachmc-gUns) was in position and alreads firing 
eastward don£ the beach at a dimly discerned 
destrowr-lransport (Patrol Boat 32). l'a»eniN troo[)s 
landing from this ship had disclosed themselves by 

injudicious use of pyrotechnic signals and came un- 
der rilfc and mat hine-Lum lire w hii h w as to < ontinue 

during most of the night. 
At Camp K four .30 caliber machine-guns set up 

for beat h-defense were manned by Battery Ts 
gunshed crew and the 1st Hefensc Battalia if|*S sailor 
boat creWS who had been acting US lookouts on the 
watertank < )1\ 

Ilanna, with his st rati h i;un-crcw COVCfCd b> 
WW 'J 1 I , a squadron now smaller than a platoon, 
w as south of the ait st rip. 

S(|uarely in the track of the enenn's initial rush 
toward the west end of the strip, was Second Ut'U- 



"' ( ol thr aiUauLu-rs < » 1 (Ih \ r i nu ll »! Uil W.to* 

< oasi d^I^C-tnittSIOn.l was that it hail 'a><> (i.hii, .is * t » 1 1 - 

trusted to thr limited traversie <»i the 155 mm. K'cW mms la- 
\or«<l hy the Arm) for thU role- In this instnnre, however^ 
irrmin !lla^Ks, simht thotijsh ttfiry we«% prcveaM riilin \ 
or L [rum i>< anm- 

( m Mi. s« ii,m «• mil!. .ns, iuu i r.M.i ( ;.,n .me) Roll Bryan I 
ww suhsc nth kilted in action J thr thir«l, Km' LvMqIu, 

W9I uomul.'d h\ ac -lion. Ilanna slalts thai lh<\ lo.it'hl WtUl 
'*rN(v,>tional Rallantiy." 
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ing one of the generators wired to supply power for 
detonation of the mines under the air strip. 

Perhaps 75 yards northwest of Kliewer was a 
section of two .50 caliber antiaircraft machine guns. 

These guns, together with the section similarly 
posted at the cast end of the strip, 1 " commanded the 
length of the field, a perfect field of fire for a ma- 
chine gunncr s and to some extent interdicted north- 
ward movement across the strip. Other machine-gun 
sections, both ,50 and .30 caliber, were cm placed in 
the Peacock Point area, with the. primary mission of 
protecting Peacock strongpoint against landing or 

air at I ark. All of these guns participated according 
to terrain and filiation in the subsequent action 
south of the air strip, For exact disposition of these 
weapons, sec Map 1 . 

At all battery positions, including, in the threat- 
ened area, A (Peacock Point) and E (inside the 
elbow of Wake Island), gun crews stood by their 
weapons and manned such perimeter defenses as 
their meager strength permitted, 

Shortly before 0300, as the action was just de- 
veloping, the defease detachment commander was 
suddenly thrown out of wire communication with 
Camp l", VMF-21 1, Lieutenant Raima's .50 caliber 
battery CP near the air strip, and Battery A. Al- 
though normal switchboard communication via the 
tactical line to Wilkes also went out at this iirm\ it 
was still possible to raise Captain Piatt via the J -line, 
which followed a route entirely north of the airstrip 
(the tactical line pantile led the south side of the 
field). 

The exact cause and time of this major casualty 
cannot be fixed with entire certainty. The almost 
simultaneous nature of the failure suggests that it 
might have been caused by a single agency, and that 
the location of the major break, if there was one, 
must have been near the command post, where lines 
were close together, On the other hand, all survivors 
of Wake agree in opinion that the Japanese cut the.se 
lines, and point out that the Wilkes J-line (laid north 
of the air strip) did not go out until some time after 
that south of the field, a circumstance which would 

] " Che sections at either end of the field had originally hm\ 
sited, ns was common defense battalion practice, hath ita pro- 
vide antiaircraft li res up the. long axis of the fir Id and io 
cover the surface or the. strip atfainst mrborm- landings, 
Gtrfoncl Devcreux has subsequently stand in 3i K ht of hind, 
sitfht that he would have: ulnved both seel ions to positions 
just soma of Ihc ends of the strip, and llu-m into a plan 
of defensive fires to cover the beaches south of the strip. 
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indicate thai Lhc lines wciv being iui as [ht 
attack progressed inland. 

This should have been an occasion for use ftfj 
inierisland radio net, but this had never Inri' 
liable, and on the morning of 23 December the 3 
failed to function. The limited — in fact, the ^ 
existent — command post communication pcrsofj 
were unable to "trouble-shoot' 0 li lies, and, from" 1 
time on, Major Devcreux was compelled, both? 
urativcly and literally, to conduct his defect 
Wake in the dark. 

While Major Devcrcux was receiving his last W 

plctc reports at the command post, the j&u4 
south of the air strip, to Manna s right where 1 ; 
destroyers were beached, was developing rapjjj t; 
Hanna and his crew had reached the gun, fnn^' 
in the dark for a moment to break out animiini 11 -J 
and, after Hanna had laid the 3-inch gun by **H I 
tricky* 1 methods * on the nearest (easternmost) j ] 
stroycr transport (Patrol Craft 33), the first M I 
cracked out. Since the target, which had f k 
grounded, was stationary, and the range less *l I 
500 yards, the high velocity 3-inch gun scored A I 
on the bridge structure, seriously wounding ^ I 
captain and navigator, killing two seamen n \ 
wounding five more. As Japanese of the Uchida 3 ! j 
Ttaya uniLs swarmed down the sides into the WW | 
Lieutenant Hanna and his crew put 14 more 3-i 1 * ! 
rounds into the superstructure and hull of |W [ 
Or aft 33, which burst into flame and illumi^' 1 ' 
the landing area, 'The scene was too heju.it ih 1 ' i 
be a battlefield/* reported a Japanese obst' v | 
aboard the YubarL c 
By the light of the burning ship, Hanna sh^ 1 i 
his fire onto the other beached vessel, Patrol 0 : 
32, which was also holed, aUk nigh reports arc: ' |. 

,a The :J-ineh Army antiaircraft guns of this type ^ V 
C£|uipped only for indirect H\v at aerial targets, with $ ( 
control dnta Hrctricatly rouiputcd nnd transmitted ( , 
remote point and, since current doctrines of the Const A' ! 
lery Corps, the using Arm, did not encourage use of ^ * 
aircraft weapons for alternate missions, no sights, sprci+il * £ 
munition, or other fire-em itrol equipment for local eoi 1 ' ( 
were furnished with such guns. The Marine Corps and ^ 
( with defense battalion missions in mind) had, prior to 
19-10, to some extent mack- good this defieieney by jidap 11 ' 1 
a Navy li-inch rommon p>ojectilr for use against ^ 1 
targets with the Army gun, and somr units had di vised K# 
made direct-Joying, forward area type sittfitn to be mou^ 
by village blacksmith methods on the gun-tube or iO^ ;l , J 
Needless tn a\\y t such lorn! modifications of ordnance \$ 
wnv oilicially prohibited, and it appears in any ease t |y 1 
3 -inch guns on Wake were not so equipped. 
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it' l,|,H, iMirs , RAF xL 33 ' 5 ye*** ktcr, her hark broken by Marine 3-inch gunfire and subsequent magA*inc-cxpkKion during Japanese 
* on Wake, 23 December mi. 



uty B) should be maintained intact lor possible sea- 
coast missions against ships inshore or any second- 
ary landing) whereas the 3-inch battery 1), under 
( iaptain Godbold | was by now reduced to practical 
ineffectiveness for antiairc raft missions, having no 
remaining fire-control equipment and hm two guns, 
Lieutenant Lewis's 3-inch battery Battery L) in 
(he interior elbow of Wake Island, although a nearer 
source of reinforcements, w as unlouchable because 
it now represented the only completely equipped, 

up-to-strength " antiaircraft battery on W ake, and 

was thus, quite literally, the entire effective anti- 
aircraft defense of the atoll. By elimination, as by the 

M ^Vp-to-strcngth" in this instance should not convey an> 
sense <>f puusance. The 1941 defense: battalion whir o( 
ganixatton strength of the Marine 3*inch antiaircraft battery 

was 2 Officers and 75 enlisted, supposed to perforin the s.inu 

missions .is .1 corresponding Anm batter) with strength ol 
5 officers and 125 enlisted. Batter) I., .a tins time, had an 
actual strength of 2 officers and approximate!) 50 enlisted. 



1| | )rj . as t( > whether she was se t afire. The crews of 
<(t ' x . (, - SSr,s mingled with theSNLF and added their 
l< ncsc ? nCd strcngth <)f I )()ssibl > mnc U) thr Jap* 

(, 'Ves Working toward the air strip. 

«( har^S r - Putnain h * d meantime posted YMF 21 Ts 
U 111 Nvnat originally was a line racing west- 
fj Paf( between the gun emplacement and Patrol 
c > ^ As the (Jchida unit commenced working 
N() ' (l t() silence the gun which had already proved 
Brad () ^ )sta( ^ w hat had begun as a line was 

C Q i U bent bac k around the position into what 

j' l hin^» I)cvcr cux desc ribed as "a box-shaped 

i the i c ^ nevertheless continued to hold despite 
1 oisi* (rnatc coping infiltration and screaming 

J 5 * 0 ' the enemy, 
1 o ° Nv that action was evidently in progress all 
^ali5 j C S ° l,th lc S (,f Wakc IsIand > Ma P r Devereux 

"'^ thai his sole- reserve for infantry action must 
lT0m P^ate, Obviously the 5-inch unit ( Bat- 
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fact that his unit was stationed in the hast threat- 
ened area, Captain Godbold'fi hattery. numberim; 
after various deductions, ( w p ollicers atld less than 10 
enlisted, became the island reserve. 

At 0300, while Ilauna continued his fire into the 

beached hulks, Major Dcvcrcux, aware of the eon> 

position of the antihoat gun\s Vi crcw^ ,, ordered God- 
bold to send one winch glWl section (some nine men) 
by Irurk to the battalion command post to be fur- 
ther despatched to man tin- gun. This section, led 
by Corp. Leon (naves, promptly entrucked in a 
contractor's vehicle with civilian driver, and within 
less than 15 minutes had reported .it the command 

post. 

M a jor 1 )e\ ercux's orders to ( !ot poral ( d aves were 
to continue southward down the shore road, which 
ran the length of the cast leg of Wake Island, to the 
vicinity of a road junction about 600 yards south 
of the airstrip and there disembark; then to advance 
generally westward through the brush until con- 
tact could be made with Lieutenant Hanna. The 
squad then moved out and this was the last which 
w is heard of them for more than an hour. 

Meanwhile, the fighting west of the bea. hed 
destroyer-transports was in stubborn progress. 

The light of Patrol Craft 33, whose magazine 
seemed to have been touched oil, had revealed to 
the machine ^turners of the mobile reserve that en- 
emy troops were working their way across the south 
shore road and past the west end of the airstrip 
where they would then disappear into the thick 
brush. Lieutenant Poindextei tried to interdict the 
Edge of the brush with the lire of one machine- ( <mn 
sec tion, if only to protect the densr approac hes to 
his own left ( north ) Hank. 

A few minutes later, the sound of ma< hine-inm 
Briilg could be heard f»'om the Camp 1 area, w here 
emtfgeft y tf&W had remained to man four beach- 
defense gunSi Leaving Gunnery Sergeant T. o. 

Wade to Continue the lire Qghtj Lieutenant Poin- 
dexter returned to Clamp 1 to discover that two large 
landing craft had grpUttd6d on the reef about 30 
yards offshore at a point 1,'JOO yards east of Wilkes 
Channel entrant e. Although all four machine onus 

were firing at the barges, tracer ricochet* made it 

apparent that the ,30-Calibct bullets were not pene- 
trating. A moment later, both barges backed off and 
attempted to nose in again, as if seeking a break in the 
reef. Not meeting with SUCCCSS, and still being pep- 
pered bv niiii hine-gun lite, the Japanese made still 
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tin* " 



another attempt to teach shore, but at no 

probably because of the Marines' (ire— did (l £ 

comment e debarkation. 

Taking advantage of this momentary staled 
Lieutenant Poindextcr formed two teams of - : 
diers to move down to the w ater's edge and lob " 

grenades at or into the barges. One team < r,l|sP 
Crf himself and Boatswain's Mate First Class J " 1 
L. Barnes, USN, while the other consisted of - N ' 
§gk Gerald Carr, and a civilian, R. R. Rfltfe* 1 
w ho had served as an Army officer in France dtfl 
the previous war. While the machine gttftS * 1 
pended (ire, the grenadiers attacked, meeting v ' 1 
partial sue cess when Boatswain's Mate Barn^ ' 
able to pla< e at least one grenade, inside a b&tgfil 1 
as the enemy debarkation commenced, inflW ( 
heavy casualties. 

Despite this counterattack, however, tW 1 
mainder of the enemy, numberint; from 75) 10 ' 
managed to overrun the water's edge and werc sl ' I 

infiltrating the brushy area cast of Camp I- 1 1 

heav y urow th north of the shore road thus sooP 1 
came a sort of no-maiTs land in which the Jap*^ 1 
continued to infiltrate and expand their bca< M ,c 



Foitulexler managed to convey fratmientaO 



I 



ports of this hack to Major Dcvcrcux in a 1,1 S 
telephonic message from Camp 1 before w ire < 1 
munication was lost. Shortly afterward, liowc^' 1 
panicky civilian w ho had managed to pic k hl5 y ! 
through the brush from Camp 1 to the ddciK 
tachmcnt command post, brought in repot' 1 - 
totally untrue that Camp I w as bang overrun ;l 
that he had seen Japanese troops bayoneting 1 

machine gunners of the mobile reserve. 

Although enemy records contain no refereiH* ( ' 
any such la( lies, it seems likely that at 0300 0T# 
thereafter inter ior landings were exec iited from ^ 
ber boats within the lagoon, 1, probably afonfj ! 
north ( interior ) shore of the south lei; of Wake 

land. Entrance to the lagoon by these small units* 
not effected through the channel between 

'Tin i-viilrm r on tlu> |>oi nt is indiici t t mi t umri.illv & 
vin< inn. AftCT the sno»ri(ln, M;iiinr working )>;uU< 

beached mhlicr boats adong llu: lagoon shore hear tin- ca^ 
end, .Hid several individual reports speak of red 3a res |l 

Irorii within ihr ItftJOOl) ;il about OiCil); on< , mni\ soul'' 

turn states Uuit q ini rotfcci to be used ilnom-iuiui 1 
operation ;is ;( njgnaj meaning, "Wr have succeeded i«> M 
ing*' Finally, intertoi landtags 6( tin- character satisfac^ 
explain without necessarily ruling <>'»i [nftltration, tin* ' 
presence of individual Japanese at various points a!mi£ 



presence 
lagoon shore, 



11 Wake Island, which, at its widest, is only 52 
! j * s ,lt n,ss and was covered throughout the action 
^tions of ,30-calibcr marfitne gun* at cither side 
• fl Wanc< 
r( '"'"ish,,, 
lri open 
the 



C, Colonel Devereux surmises that the 
their way into the lagoon through the 
nul betwipen Ktlkll and Toki Points, where 
,s Kttlc if any surf and waist-deep water over 

H Scei ' 



A Qndi^ " arCS ! )r( ' vi(,us, > roeHtSpned, Captain 
l( j ^ jMj in ( oininand of IVale, ordered Balter\ B 



>' lt|n 



1,11 li battery on Toki Point] to work a two- 

v , Ul( j eastward along the lagoon shore of Peak\ 

v \ Nr lln,sr ^ despatc hed a similar three-man patrol 
j l^^^ tothc NAB area. Hoth patrols made eou- 
jj M 1(J() ,U ; ||><),U 0330, having found no enemy. At 
' Godbold nevertheless established a three-man 

tJ^yfth a BAR to hold the bridge connecting 

r w, th Wake Island. 



K 

C| 



Whik Japanese (misers 1,1 shelled Wake 

irheld was 

defenders? 



* 0S3( 

l!l< '; the situation in and about tlie nil field was 
t unpleasantly so from the 

-inch air-burst 

, | jr U J* ,U| ations fired bv Balterv E w ithin the eneim 
J^ hhe ^ J VMK-'Jl 1, still grouped about the and- 
I ^ SUIT, was receiving steady and continuing Jap- 
^ attac ks. As a result, the defensive formation in 
^ ,U( 'a, astride a slight rise in ground, was being 
rssr d more and more into a Kftrgh e'nvlc 



ss Ob, 



"j'.JI ,,lt ' gQn position. 



( ' combat of these M arines was thus more and 



personal preservation, simply to defend 

1,1,1 and emplacement, whieh had been located 

a few vards inshore of the main road. 



j,'^ 11 l, ^Mimeon, although VMF LM I would hold 
p. ,n '»l position with unshakable lena< ily, 1. Major 
l,lm Could not prevent eastward movement of 
I , J^PftncSC into the rough triangle bounded by 
gj^k ,tc s,l( >'v lines of Peacock Point and the south 

. t,,r fifilil. And it was access to this triangle 



\ v i • «mu. t \uo ii w as aet ess 10 uus i 

l|i . ( 1 l ' u Japanese most desired in order to 




mount 



Attade northward up the east le^ of Wake 



com- 

'""'"a'>l\ )'n!>,m\ Tnityu, ami Ttitxutn. Our report 
. L ^ Willi hale was shelled, hut 1'nin il States repoOs 



, "" ntinn of thk 



,: Wtt* St dJ Vai8 ^ 0UJ timr, oi soon al'ler, that \l.,joi Putnam, 

j . 1I1| ; | tly funded, forming hi- defensive line tttauri the .■„„■ 
••i | . uttered ins fmol order to flic mwuraitl t>{ VMF 

1 , , ,,is is M for as we gO n . Six honrs I. .let, M the time ol 



nnjJ ^ fc« |)nsitinn w;|S sli „ Mil 



manded by Coiporal (iraves, had been sent south- 
w.ird b\ truck from the battalion rommand post 
shortly alter ():>()(), w ith the initial objective of reaeh- 
frlg the road |uncli011 some 1500 yards below the end 
of the strip. Due lo the darkness, however, or possibly 
the truck driver's anxiety lo return northward, thr 
Squad debarked eonsiderably north of their intended 
destination, probably less than 200 \ards below tllC 
sn ip. Under (iraves's leadership, they stmt k out 
through the brush to the west, in the general dim 
lion of YM E 2 1 1 's aiea in and about the hard stand 
parking strip. Before the) had penetrated far, how- 
ever, the\ came under enemv mat hine-i;un ,s aiul 
small-arms lire which killed one Marine, were 
pinped down lor a lime and withdiew norlhwartl 
toward the rommand post, where the stjuad subse- 
quently participated under Major Potter in the 

fighting thereabouts. 

The rapid build-up of enemy strength vvlmh 

turned ba< k (naves's patrol |)resenls the question: 
how did they gel into the IYaroek triangle so $90011? 

I'kiiii a logical point of V1CW, the most s.ttis! a« tor\ 
exjilanation would be that an enemy lauding had at - 
tually taken plaCC between Peat oek Point and the 

beached destroycMran^ports. Colonel l)e\ereu\ is 
strongly of that opinion, although without tangible 
supporting e\ ident c, sint t- no beat hed landing l i .dt 
now remain lo eonfirm or deny this hypothesis. Some 
Japanese accounts, including Captain Koyama*si in- 

teiTOgation and one t orrespondenl's report, speak of 

a landing "near the southeast tip of Wake* 1 n n i i I i the 

mission of overrunnint; Batter) A whi»ln espeCKlll) 
aboard the )'nhun, was well remembei etl from the 
at tion < »f I I I )ti ember. This w on Id < ntlinariK » lint h 
the mallet t \t epl th.it Koyama's interrogation refers 
CatCgyri( ally only U) tWO blirgC laiitlin^.s, r.u li ol l wo 
barges; and two stn h lantlin^s .tre definitely a( 
tounietl lor: one on Wilkrs. and the other neat- 
Camp I , w here \\ lintlexter actually met the landing 
al the water's edge. The only possible resolution of 
this eoulliet is t<» surmise lhat, as in the « a.se n| |) (> s- 
sible mbber-bt)at landings within the lai;<»ou, Japa 
nese rej)orts ma\ li.tx omitted a third boat eroup's 

landing nhdwa\ between Patrol t*rafl > ^ and l**^- 

COCk Point. 

The repitlsc t»f the patrol within Peaeoi k triangle 

( :<»lom I I )< \ ei eu\ sin^ests (hat some o! the mat Inm r ,, t , 

in. wixirh *W4*pi ilinumh thr is . no, I triangle i»i«lt! h?m 

hum loc inlh uv.i|mmis. lie pO||lb IMtl ifcll M.oiim . Ii.ul 
|»<-.nnet« t ol the toaimle, ,,s n.spr. t.o n u,|| show. 



indic ated clearly, and for the first time, that the 

enemy in force bad ovnrun ofr bypassed not only 
Lieutenant klicsser and the AQkraliber positions off 
the ursi end of the Strip, bUl VMI ; -21 1 and Manna, 
and if il had not hern certain earlier, it was now 
sure thai there would be little possibility of pishing 
thf Japanese off the island. 

Then- were in addition oilier disturbing indica- 
lion.s of enemy strength below the airstrip. 

Battery L, in the elbow, began at this time to 
rCCdve Kght mortar and lon<;-ranue machine--) m 
fire while Hatters A, down on the tip of Peacock, 
received continual mortar ! ' and small-arms (ire, 
much of the last probably befog "overs" from the 
Struggle to the west. Battery A*S commander there- 
lore, armed his range section with two ,30-ealiber 
machine guns and formed an infantry outpost line 
Facing northwest across the hii^h ground in reai o! 

the 5-inch gun emplacement^ 

Enemy mortar- and automatii -weapons lire into 
Battery K\s position seemed to come from ihe thick 
brush to the southwest of the battery, acros> t m inter- 
vening arm of the lagoon. One Japanese automatic 
Weapon ssas located in this area and silenced hv di- 
on {-inch fire, but this did not seem to ease the en- 
emy pressure to any extent, so Lieutenant Lew is, the 
batters < onnnander. pushed out one gun section ( ap- 
proximately 10 men under §gt, Raymon Gr&gg) to 
(he west aloni> the east-west road sshich runs north of 
the airstrip. As ( ira-u advan< ed astride this road, his 
squad eame under heavy lire which forced them to 
ground about . r )() yards beyond the batters perimeter. 
From this position, however, the Marines took up a 
lire fight sshich cheeked any further Japanese ad- 
vance and continued until the subsequent surrender. 

About Oi:W), in confirmation of all evidence that 
the Japanese ssere massing forces in the Peae ock tri- 
angle for a decisive thrust, an alarming report came 
in to Major Desercux from one of the fess forward 
positions with which the command post retained 

ssire communication, that of the ,50-cafiber ma- 

( Jline-gun section posted at the east end of the .ur- 
strip, commanding not only the held, but the south- 
ward length of the shore road. This position, manned 
by Corp. Winforcl J. Me Anally, six other Marines, 

and some three civilian volunteers, included two ad- 
jacent antiaircraft machine guns, with a scry small 

support of riflemen. 

'" forningttr'j report tpcdks of occasional fir« ttpm small 
Md-p'me* 91 well This sv,»s probably a 7(»-mm Kowitzfcr of 
thri type organic in Japanese infantry formation!, 
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M( Anally repotted that Japanese in force v< j 
attacking northssard up the shore road, and that 1 ' 
section was in action trying to hold them short 
airstrip. 

What confronted Corporal \l< Anally at this « 1! 

ssas at least a reinfon ed company, possihlv the M 
unit of the Special Nasal Landing Porce. Lc^ 
the lehida unit to deal ssith VMS 211 i* 111 ' ' 
.{-inch antiboat gUtt, the Itaya unit, sshich landn' ; 
the left, appears to has c moved north of HaniM | 
Putnam into the Peacock triangle, and prepaid j 
launch their main effort northssard up the east ' 
of Wake Island. 

Although il ss as still dark, the Japanese, iraim' 1 ' 
nigW operations, were attempting by indis idua) | 
small-unit inliltration to sec urc all the- around ^ 
could and il ssas in course of this effort that cH t! 
leading e lements made < ouiac t with McAnally, vvl 
immediately opened lire down the road, halting 
advance. Moreover, Mc Anally in turn retained ' 
end ssire communication ssith the .. r )U-calibcr 1,1 
chine-gun section on the east shoo- some 400 y 
south of his position. By this means, he e\( lei" 
information and commenced to coordinate tin' $ 
of both sections, telling the marines to the south vrfjj 
he WOlild be firing in their direction, and diro " 
their fires when possible into the right flank &f * 

attackers. 

Enemy reaction to this obstac le was at first cjj 
fused, and it does not appear that they were $ 
initially to locate the exact source of the fire V0 
had arrested them. In some instances before #j 
light, Mc Anally reported, Japanese were act^' 
all abOUt his position, but either killed by the r# 
men or stopped by bursts of fire. Throughout t* 
period, the little combat grotip not only ( arried < )!l 
resolute, well-coordinated defense but also acted 
a front-line observation post for Major Devef^ 
whose picture of the developments within the l v 

coc k triangle ssere largely dependent on McAnal' v 

reports and upon sshat he himself could see ^ 
hear of firing to the south. 

Bv 0500, a half hour before hist dawn, the < 
standing development ssas that the Japanese, 
force which could overwhelm the defenders at *J 
point, had at length secured a firm beachhead $ 
were in steady exploitation of initial gains. 

In this connection, it should be understood i' 1 
the total of less than SOU defenders, small as it |S ! 
comparison against 1 ,()()()-odd Japanese aln <' 
ashore on Wake Island at this time, is itself misl* 1 



I J*** yardstick of defensive power. "Little Wake 
| %nA * vulnerable shore line about 21 miles in length, 



"Ms 



J?* lh< ; 1st Defense Battalion Detachment in- 

, " ^Sufficient personnel even to man existing 
11 Itl,lr i aft and seacoasf batteries, which key weap- 

d ^persed though they were, had to remain 
!* ti <>nal to the last. 

^dcring Wake Island alone, where some 201 
n '* UlWs *VCre stationed, approximately half of this 
jjj? >n 'were immobilized at Batteries A and E (5- 
for ,an ^inch batteries which had to remain ready 
,ni mediate action against hostile air or surface 

especially after daybreak). Some 13 more 

I at 08 m;m,lr( l machine guns and searchlight 

J Point, beyond the contested area. This 

[,H Iv , ^ then, that at no time prior to 0600 were there 
' 1U)r c thai 

Wert 

A ' 

II i^*^ enemy as infantry became almost miero- 
i h! rP robab *y not more- than 40 in all. 
" ||J ^pitestubboni resistance at all points of contact, 
n* (< Japanese therefore had, within the area easl of 

'I P ' and South of the airstrip, virtual freedom to 

■ ^jver and deploy at will 

S| Mr< st *^ ^ ,ts P os ' l ' nn ' l )llt was by now 



an 85 Marines on the whole of Wake Island 
(: °tild oppose the enemy landing forte, which 

, lf >' exceeded 1,000 in strength. Of those 85, fully 
^ I NNc ^ machine-gun crewmen, so that the number 
, f !( 1<* riflemen on Wake Island who could op- 
c enemy 



( .j ) | i <JIMl ^ ( ' ( l. Earlier attempts to rdieVC this situation, 
c Cr ,} V ground reinforcements or by the air-burst 
,( „, ^trations of Battery E, had proven futile. At 

4 (li , 5 l, ie mobile reser ve was holding its ground in 



sl Of Camp 1 , this was of course not known by 

fensc 



commander because communications 
^ ilk ^^ cnsc battalion command posl or with 
,j |(i|( ( ' s vvere now nonexistent. It was no wonder 
<,,r that, at 0500, Commander Cunningham 
41 ,<(l and released his message: 

^^MY ON ISLAND ISSUE IN DOUBT 

this time the situation of the defenders of 
P l, however, was actually as follows: 

. U 1 jnakirtg certaill that the defense of ( lamp 1 

**8e ^ ln iUul or 8 an * zc ^ t() l ' u " ' M ' st P^ble advaii- 

H 0 * ^ploying the spare machine guns fortunately 
back C| Lieutenant Poindexter made his way 
trough the now lightening darkness to the 
mobile reserve machine-gun sections still in 

^»0n just west of the airstrip. 
lU)[ V ^ n brush to their left [north) Hank came 
()nl V some enemy lire, but shouting and pyro- 




CAPT. HENRY T.ELR0D, posthumous!} awarded iHcs Con^ri 

SlOfial Medal »f Honor lor his heroism l>Mth as .1 %htCI*-|>il01 

and din i 1 1 l*, th< List somtt ofVMF-21 1, u.is kiltrd !>v ajapanesw; 

marine (if ihr SM.F slioi llv before < hrcik, 2 I I cmhn 
1'MI. 

technic signals. As dawn began to break, the Ma- 
rines were taken under quite accurate fire l>\ light 

mortars, and one gun was put out nl action. The 
increased enenn pressure and the threat dial the 
liltle group would be outflanked indicated that it 

would be wise to withdraw on ( lamp I and consoli- 
date all defending personnel in a single location. 
Poindexter therefore ordered a withdrawal l>\ sec- 
tion on that place, the disabled section moving fust 

under cover of (ire from the two guns of other set - 
tiou. Displacing by ISO-yard bounds in this manner* 
the mobile reserve reached Gamp I after daylighi 
and tied in the additional machine guns and per- 
sonnel to form a nor th-south defensive line east of 
the ( lamp 1 water tank. 

Meanwhile during the hour before dawn, the 

Japanese movement northward up the east shore 

road gained momentum, with a corresponding in- 
crease erf pressure against M ( Anally's < oinlut group 
Cast of the airstrip. Major DcVCrcilX, who had been 
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following this development with understandable con- 
cern, sent a two-man reconnaissance patrol south 
from the command posl vvi Lh orders to report on the 
enemy situation. Meanwhile, MeAnally's reports in- 
dicated that he had been definitely located and was 
under small arm and grenade attack. By detecting 
the approaching Japanese and holding fire until the 
last possible moment, several rushes were broken up, 
but with daylight coming, this group, 10 against a 
company, could hardly expect to hold much longer. 
As for VMF-21 1 , which had by now sustained 
numerous casualties, including the gallant Captain 
El rod, killed by a Japanese who feigned death 
among the welter of casualties below the 3-ineh 
gun, 2 " the end could only be a matter or time. 

If the Japanese were to he con fined to the general 
extent of the ground they now held, plainly Corporal 
Mr Anally was not equal to the task and, at 0530, 
Major Devereux directed his executive officer, Major 
Potter, who had until now assisted in the command 
post, to assemble every headquarters, service, sup- 
ply, or casual Marine in the command-post area (in- 
cluding the detached squad from Battery D, these 
finally totaled about 40), and to commence forming 
a final defensive line approximately 100 yards south 
of the command post astride the threatened north- 
sou lh main road. After issuing these orders, Major 
Devereux then called Captain God bold (command- 
ing Battery D on Peak) and directed him to move 
his entire battery, plus the few .50-calibcr gunners 
on Pcalc, by truck to the battalion command post for 
immediate employment as infantry, With these or- 
ders, the final reserve on Wake Island, totaling ap~ 
proximately 30 officers and men, was committed to 
action. 

As day broke, shortly before 0600, enemy activity 
increased. 

Second Lieutenant Kliewer and his three Marines 
had survived the night at their post beside the mine- 
field generator, despite a determined attack just be- 

M By fin ironic coincidence, ;it approximately the $atnc ti rur. 
if we arc to bfrljatfc a. Jnpnnese eorrcspondrnt, Navy Lieu tenant 
Uchidn. who was lending the iittriek against Putnam's position, 
was shot til rough the head ;md killed. His death is described as 
follows; 

"To the continuous calls of 'Unit Commander, Sir, Unit 
Ccmuuaritier, Sir," there was now no answer. It wns a matter of 
just a moment. Unit Commander Uchida, who had Landed 
with and stood at the head nf his troops, and who hmi>hcd 
while commanding his troops against the enemy was no more/* 

During the advance on the 3-inch gun, Uchida" * company 
sustained at least 62 casualties. 
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fore dawn, which was broken up by in-fighting \| 
submachine guns and grenades. At dawn, the J*f ^ 
nese launched a shouting bayonet charge &gal^ £ ' 4 
group, but, with the aid of the .50-ealiher m^' 1 pi 
guns just north of his position west of the strip* ^ ill 
wcr was again able to hold his own. (| 

At the other end of the field, the- com bat ^ 
under Corporal Mr Anally, which had nowstci^ 
the enemy for an hour and a half, was at lengt' 1 \ 
most surrounded, and under continual infantry 
tack. Unless he was to lose the personnel, who d 1 ; M 
ill be spared, Major Devereux had no altern^ h; 
but to pull them back. This he did shortly after h 
when Mc Anally was ordered to withdraw north*'* |f 
and join Major Potter's line. M . 

Although it was not known at the command f *\ 
Second Lieutenant Poindexter at Camp 1 had ^ ^ 
able to stiffen his resistance appreciably, and fcjfj ^ 
chiding Marine supply and administrative $0$ ^ 
nel, sailors, and civilians, Poindexter was |l<1 & t 
organizing a support of approximately 40 rill 4 '* 1 !' 
in all. With this backing the total of 10 macM 
guns now defending Clamp 1, the strength at ^ 1 
place was sufTicicnt to discourage anyth 
sporadic fire- fight which the Japanese eontii lll< 
Without attacking, 

After Captain Godbold's truck, bearing the I 
half of Battery D toward the command post, H I 
cleared Pcalc> First Lieutenant Kessler becantf 1 I 
de facto strong-point commander inasmuch as 1 I 
tery B (5-inch) was all that remained on the isM I 
Aa the horizon to the south lightened, Kessier ^ I 
ned Wilkes and the lower kg of Wake Island. ^ I 
he saw on Wilkes was disheartening: a line of }4 I 
nesc flags across the center of the island, and a W I 
enemy flag or standard waving from the app f0 J I 
mate position of Marine Gunner McKinstry * r I 
visional Battery F (3-inch). All this he report^ 
Major Devereux, who could only conclude l ^ i 
Wilkes, which had been silent since about BWM ! 
shared the fate which appeared shortly imminent' 1 J 
the men on Wake Island. 

Above the brush and slight rise of ground vM j 
topped the south leg of Wake Island, Kessler fiOj 
also see the superstructure of a destroyer agr0 l11 ^ 
This was Patrol Craft 32, the western of the H 
beached destroyer-transports. Observing that {l 

* Among the Jn paries killed before his position at I 
this time were [wo flame-thrower operators. Although if*. \ 
flame is not recorch il, this was perhaps one of the carlM 1 
tiral employment* of tin* weapon in the Paci uc war, 



w \h!V l|)|Haivd i,Ua(l> Messier at 0600 "guested 
M t|j c i? r "cvcreux^s permission to fire on it. Although 
1 dcrcd ? ^ rc ilIU ' intervening partial mask 28 rcn- 

|;i p *is at least hazardous, the request was ap- 

ihcfh^ aiK1, on lhc fl,sl salv<) < Battery B shot away 
( ^ ni amn last ; \ s a rcsu | t of subsequent adjustment, 

rcj | n ,|| 'P^as hit about the superstructure and upper 

n J < sul t i <lnC ! m,all V caught lire, with what, if any, 
h \ t (w* ^Aiction of enemy casualties, is not known. 
»l } ^ J > fire was ordered ceased. 



to*t of Battery D*S two trucks, with some 20 



(},». 5?r ,l;ul to train his guns, flat-trajectory 5"/5Vt with 

' l(, oss , Vj. ,nitial Vrlcuit > of 3150 f°«t /seconds, so as to fire 



*nmanded by Second Lt. Robert W. Greeley, 
IJ^nvvhilc reached the command post, where 



vvj^ , ""Pper Point and just c 

>' N «r fl ..'!' J 1IU " of 6re passing Less than 250 



ir the crest of Wake Island, 
ards to the west of 



I ki^ji ^utenani Kliewer's position, from which the target 

•>f t , r * few than 400 yards distant. His final adjustment, 
***** ,,its on uppCTWOrk*, was to spot down in 
IcJ^^ as to lower the trajectory and thus hull tin- ship, a 



I)' 

11 u,, <loiT 0r> ° ralion not only from the gunner's Standpoint, but 

ii: ltc «y that of Kifewcr. 



Major Poller, trying lo piece out and extend his 
sparse line lo ihe right | west ) , dim led that the 

reinforcements be plated on that (lank around the 
edge of the clearing originally dozed out to prepare 

lor the north-south leg of the airsh ip. ( laptain ( iod- 
bold followed a few minutes later, arriving, as nearly 
as can he ascertained, 231 about 0700. I lis orders were 
much Ihe same as those given to Greeley, a lew 
minutes before, to extend the line around to the 
right (northwest), more or less following the edge 
of the clearing. 

At this point, it might be well to speak of the trace 
of Major Potter's line, regarding which some confu- 
sion has arisen. As might appear logical at first 
glance, this line is frequently reconstructed to have 

u Like so many Other questions ;is to CXftCl times of events 
during the defense of Wake, this one is subject to conflict of 
testimony. Major Potter, in Ins report litem :<7, appendix 1) 

states that Godbold reached the command post at 0600. God- 
bold gives 0715) as the time. Other sources, while not giving 

times, put the arrival of Battery D shortly after daybreak. 
Balancing all accounts against each other, 0700 or shortly be- 
fore seems to he the best synthesis thai can DC nu.de. 




NE COMMAND POST during the final battle 



,.n Wain: was located in this igloo-typc magazine 
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extended along an east-west axis right a< foss the east 

Icq; of Wake Island. Two factors, howc\ 1 t, prevented 
any SUCh disposition. These were: first, the existing 
fields of fu r to the south and the character of vegeta- 
tion, which had only been partly cleared for future 
airfield construction; second, the fact that this so- 
called 'line" amounted in strength to about the si/e 
of a rifle platoon, and therefore could n<>t contem- 
plate covering anything like the entire cross-island 
frontage (at this point approximately BSD yswtfe), a 
respectable defensive sector for ;i battalion. Even 
with Battery E as a possible anchor for the right 

west i flank, a gap of more than 450 yards would 
and did exist, despite ell oris to cover this by fire. 
The line of clearing and vegetation as they actually 
were, are shown in Map 5. 

In the light of day, the defenders could not only 
realize the extent of their opposition on W ake Island 
itself, but could sec offshore a formidable naval at- 
tack force. The island was now ringed with ships, 
and the defenders counted anyw here from 16 to 27 
at yarioUS points about the hori/on. Actually, there 
were at first 13, and subsequently, when (auiser 
Division §, the four heavy cruisers originally sta- 
tioned east of Wake, closed, 17. With one exception, 
Which will be described shortly, all these ships kept 
prudent distance from the redoubtable . r >-inch shore 
batteries which had earned their respect on the 1 1 th. 
As a senior Japanese olliccr put it later, "Due to the 

previous experience with the American shore bat- 

tcriCSj we did not want to come w ithin rang* 

Th.U this CaUtioil w as w ell founded w as soon to be 
learned aboard the aging lcl()0-ton destroxei 
Mntsitki which, at Oh If), was leading the other two 
ships of Destroyer Division M) in column toward 
Wilkes. As the formation « lost d the island perhaps 

to render gun-fire support, Battery B (jMnch) <>n 

IVale opened (ire. Hits were observed prior to the 
fourth salvo, and after that, she turned sharp)) and 
was thought by observers on Wilkes to have sunk 
(Japanese records do not confirm this, merely ad- 
mitting that she sustained damage | . fur was then 
shifted to the next ship in column (probably Yayoi 
or ftfocflizukt, and was continued until they passed 
out of range Oft a retiring tra( k. 

Farther out to sea, northwest of Wake, ever since 
dawn the two Japanese carriers. Sofyii and Hiryu 
had been wanning up the same aircraft which, a 
fortnight before, had shrieked down on battleship 
low in Pearl Harbor. Launching all planes lor a 



maximum air effort, the two ships headed l, F 
w ith their cruiser and destn >yi r esc ort, and, 
"the gallant Eagles of the Navy/' as the ]m 
Naval Information Service styled them, app^l 
Wake at (i,()00-foot altitude. As the ferffl 
wheeled over Peacock Point, Battery K 
opened (ins in what was the last antiairc! 
of the battle. The formation split into COfllW 
groups according to mission, and conum' 111 ' 
methodical but unceasing scries of nirst i ikes i' 1 
support of the Special Landing Force. Wilkes, 
and Wake Island were hit and hit again, when 
t inted States installation or 
the air. 

Now no longer a support line, Major W 

position began receiving rifle- and machinc-OT 
with aggressive Japanese skirmishing north frtg 

airstrip, while at the same time (0715) can^ 
bombers hammered Battery B's gun posili^ 1 
Peale. 

W ith his command post itself thus under a 1 
with seemingly unimpeachable evidence of 1^1 
of silent Wilkes, with enemy aircraft slash» lV ~ 
handful of Marine defenders at will, Major \ 
reux, in his 0700 periodic report, notified 
mandei Camningham of the seriousness of th*j 
ation and asked whether any friendly forces Wfl 
hand to relieve them. With Commander Cttfl 
hanfs negative reply,-'' all hopes were dashed '. 
at 0800; in accordance w ith Commander QUW 
hanfs decision] Major Dcvercux, bearing a ? 
flag, moved southward down the shore i"< )iU 
deliver Wake to the Japanese enemy. 

The Fight on Wilkes 

'At this time/' states a Japanese report, 1 ^ 
Island w as the scene of a licit e and dcfl* 

battle 



Ovi i .ind above the two c.iiim'iv, the (a8 I, loo < nv. ;< 
posed of the nrw r_\0(>i)-ton heavy cruiser*, GhikWn 
rone; unci six destroy***, two of which were Tnmk^ 
i Wither . 

I ijiotii^liout I Ik rutin- operation, ;<llliou!<h tOC 

ctfrmnarrcler had been generally in&Jrmed thai thtj 
I Less certain key pci sound | would l><- ewaciiaiad* nod 
ordered to have the ai&ttrip prepared to receive acta 1 *! 



1 I.:* 1 



planes, no (nforrfiation was i»ivm Majoi l) 
tipna "i 1 1 1 • - relt< I lorce Task Force ! 1 i, <" 

nature, antt type of ninfoi crnicnls which 1 



vn i'MK as 



K> 

s i<> the qar 
might n*Pf 



receive; t ins inl'oi uiation, inrhuliruj a loading pl.'in c | 

TangWt aad rcajphed Wak.- on 5M3 OwemWi in & 

wbicFl tool; ofT Major Haylcr. 
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MAP 5 

SITUATION ON WAKE ISLAND 
AT TIME OF SURRENDER 

0900,23 DECEMBER 1941 
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recalled that at about 0245 ,50-calibcr 
J gun 10 on Wilkes had fired the opening 



a Japanese medium landing 



^ ard offshore through flic darkness, and that, 



Minute of successful illumination, the 
^archlight near the new ehannel had dis- 

an ( I1( iny landing in progress virtually under 



jjt J ,n «^Ies of Battery Fs two remaining J-ineh 

j *C lOOpicfecd men of the Takano UnitSC^m- 
1 *shoi 



His 



,,r under lire from two >50-Calibcr machine 
u,,s 9 and 10) located along the shore just 



' landing area, they found the Marines on 
I ^ Un *Cring just 70, at battle stations and 



Ml I 

)nH;#J ( V disposed to repel a landing. For this high 



^ • readiness, they had mainly to thank the 

[^^^port of landings on Peale, Upon rec eipt 
Utery l ? ( ' a l )lam ^' att nac * immediately ordered 
mg|j| v J to Srn( l two 5-inch gun sections (each 

0rc y bivalent to a rifle squad ) to the lagoon 
^ Qjt from the new ehannel toward Kuku 
p lf * "C the remainder of the battery, consisting 
t Li eu ! >ntrolmen ancl headquarters personnel led 
*'<•(! Cnanl MeAIistei\ took up previously pre- 
* ,s Uic>iis along the seaward beach between 



the new channel and Battery l\ Mi Alisler e stab- 
lished his command post with the searchlight section 
nearby. During the lull afler the false alarm, c\ha 
ammunition and grenades had been issued, anil 
Major Devereux. Concerned as to possibilities <>l a 
lagoon landing, had warned Piatt to reinforce his 
two-man, two-gun JO-c aliber mac hine-gun section 
located on the- north bulge* of Kuku Point. Battery 1* , 
Composed of a mixture of Marine searc hlight opera- 
tors, sailors, and c ivilians, had in turn been instruct- 
ed if a landing should materialize to lire ailtiboal 
missions over the steeply inclined beach until masked, 
and then to fall off to the left | cast I and proteet the 
II. mk of Lie utenant McAlistcr'js section beside the 
new c hannel. For the defenders 1 dispositions on Wil- 
kes at the time of actual landing, see Map (>. 

As the searc hlight dic kered out. Marine Gunner 
McKinstry opened lire on the one barge in sight 

with Batten F s 3-inch high-explosive shells ml for 



Cast, threw out a tWO-man party armed with hand 

** Although but one barge was seen it this lime by the de- 
fenders of Wilkes, the Japanese records indicate th.it two were 
us<d. This likewise agrees with the total number of enemy 
landed. 





'"•i< i H J . A ^ N ^SE LANDING CRAFT ON WILKES. Taken 5 jv»rt toicr, rliit picture shows the uAe nirvivinji enem) towting crnfi 



oil 
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grenades to pcit the barge as the Japanese swarmed 

ashore. Hardly had die first grenades begun to burst 
when itLt LiriLLc Japanese return lire killed one 
Marine y7 and wounded the olhcr. 

Despite, or perhaps because of the 3-inch air 
l)ums, the full weight of the initial Japanese thrust 
was directly to the (runt against Battery 1\ tJie guns 
of which were soon unable to depress sufficiently as 
the enemy climbed forward under eover of the em- 
bankment between the bench and battery position. 
Within a matter of minutes, the gun emplacements 
were in process of being overrun by an enemy attack 
through the darkness. As the Japanese expanded 
their beachhead they also commenced movement to 
the west, toward the 54neh battery which had cost 
them st) dear during the first landing attempt on t 1 
December. 

As the Japanese closed on the 3-inch emplace- 
ments, a sharp hand-to-hand struggle ensued in the 
darkness with the enemy hurling grenades into the 
gun pits from all sides. 1 11 a few moments it was ap- 
parent to Gunner MeKinstry that the position could 
not be held at such close quarters against the weight 
of enemy numbers, and, first stripping oil the ^-inch 
firing locks, he directed a withdrawal toward Mc- 
Alister's positions to the eastward. Japanese riflemen 
tried to pursue them in that direction, but the 
iVfari ties' return fire halted these with casualties, and 
the remainder pulled back lolhc^-inch position, now 
in enemy hands. Shortly after, the flattery 1 ; person- 
nel made contact with Lieutenant MeAIister\s group, 
and the combined forces commenced a fire fight 
which successfully confined the Japanese (who re- 
turned the exchange vigorously with rifles and light 
machine guns), to their newly won position. 

To the westward the only obstacle impeding rapid 
enemy exploitation of the landing was .50-caliber 
antiaircraft niacin nc gun 9, along the beach less than 
a hundred yards away from MeKinstry n s former 
position. 

To the consternation of the Takano unit, this gun, 
manned by two Marines, had commenced a deadly 
Nanking fire down the beach soon after the lauding, 
after Battery V s men had been forced to retire. For- 
tunately fur these men, their gun, together with the 
olhcr ,. r >0-ealibcr machine guns along this stretch of 
beach , had been carefully camouflaged. Ju aggres- 
sive reaction to this fire, the enemy attempted to 

" T Pl:itotm Sgfc Henry A. Bt-ck-U, :i VWroti of I 9 yrars* 



locate tin' position exactly and rush it; aWr 
about in the dark, the Japanese were soon 1,1 
sides of the position, often within 4(1 or 50 
the gunners, who nevertheless maintained 
and broke up the first of a series of attack* 
would continue until dawn. 

From the communications viewpoint* i' lt 
landing could hardly have struck at a wo^ 
Clommunication with Wake Island had a!r^' 
mi as a byproduct of the enemy landing 
latter,"* and the single wire line connecting 
Piatt's command post not only with the f& 
atoll but with the areas on Wilkes where the 1 
was in progress, lay, at the point of laudin- 
less than a hundred yards of the shore line, 
overrun and severed by about 01100, and, ¥ 
time on, Piatt's ability to keep himse If ilif^ 
to, or to control the situation by telepl^ 1 ' 
limited to Ids remaining wire communion 1 
machine gun 9's beleaguered gun pit, 

By 0400, the situation on Wilkes seenW 
time being to have stabilized. The Japanese * 
firm possession of Battery Fs li-ineh po^ 
means of McAlisiers and McKinstry's rifle fr 1 
the brush, they were prevented from any 1 
e xpansion of the beachhead. To the west. J 
as Gun 9 continued its redoubtable Miu" 
westward push towards Battery IA 5-inch £ l 
halted. In this direction, however, they w r ^ L 
taining continued pressure. 

Shortly after this time, Captain Piatt, " ( 
that he could not hope to control the eoui^ 
action from his command post, which wa* 111 
only out of communication with Major 
but with his own positions on Wilkes, move*! 1 
1 1, and, at 0430, set out through the darkiH- 
that point to find nut for himself what wastf l> 

After a half hour of crawling through 11,1 
brush and around or over the jagged ' r 
W'ilkess inhospitable beach, he reached a v 
point east of Gun 10, from which he could 1 
that the hulk of the Japanese were massed 1 
about the 3mich position. 

Within 10 minutes, at 05 10, he luu! tmM^\ 
bark to Gun 10 and issued orders that HaW 
Raymond L. Coulson (in command of the # 
her machine-gun platoon on Wilkes) collect 1 
.30-calibcr machine guns and gunners fro' 11 
Point, plus the searchlight crew at that 

2h St-L- p, 44 for full di*eus*iwi ot this major 



54 




823768 O - 49 - (Face p. 54) 




A Tir< 



^Ut ( ()n lu; Could lav hold Of, and join the Strong- 
(, »i;,i ll( , (i m,a,1( ^T at Gun 10, Where Captain Piatt 

Urn C( | ^ ^^ntjNSve minutes before Ccukon re 

j^chj nc <U ln 8 a tiny force Composed of the two 



chjii c T* um 8 a tiny force Composed 

, k| Us s , U,1S and OttWS, and eight riflemen. In the 

Jc 8ri n I £ Cr ^ver of the noise of the surf and 
?.° n 8the ^ h Nvas sputtering and crackling all 
l. M( brfcf^ U * Shore of Wake and Wilkes Islands, 

Would 1 ^ a " nes > ntt,( ' morr lnan a squad. 

^y-hcid^ • ^ l,lrm forwar(| as r|os(> in t,u> 

h(,isC()v ^ivd h ,)osilinn as I )()Ssi,),r - Then, if still 
M, ' ( ' be s»t ' lU() -30-caliber machine guns 

h ' fi ( .j ( | * Up, one on each flank, jnst as it said in 
^Mafe, to provide a base of lire for the 



vicinity ofCaptain Natt*« command-post, looking souiliea*! atony 



riflemen's assault. On order, after the 1411ns were 

posted, the attack would jump off. Machine gun- 
ners were to (ire short bursts, well aimed and low, to 
prevent their tire doing hurt to McAlfetcr and Mc 

Kinstry, presumably on the Other side of the enemy 

beachhead. 

Darkness had begun to wane bv the time Platt*S 
Column had readied its line of departure. IMatl per- 
sonally sited both machine guns and then look sta- 
tion with the right, or seaward gull. I* v <arelul 
maneuvering and painstaking crawling, the Marines 
had gotten within less than 50 yards of the enem) 
pocket. Oil signal from PJatt, the machine guns 
ripped out their opening bursts, and the eight Ma- 
rine riflemen swept forward as skirmishers against 
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a position hcfd by some 10 c'nu's their number of 
Japanese, 

Al almost this moment, from his position in ;i 
finger Of brUSh tO thC cast of the Japanese, Lieutenant 
Mi -.Mister, who had collected all his available men 
during the night, saw, l>> fust dawn, a sis-man Japa- 
nese patrol working eastward along the heath, almost 
uniler the mu/./les of his rifles. Promptly he Opened 
lire, killing one enemy and forcing the others to 
( over behind a hug* total chunk on the beach. Bat- 
tels L Mi nines fanned out around the flanks of this 
position and maintained continuous rifle lire to keep 
the Japanese pinned in position while Marine (din- 
ner Mekinstry and Pfc. W illiam C. Halstead Worked 
on top of the pock and killed the remaining Japanese 

While this melee was in progress, the Japanese 
were well occupied in attempting to fight off Platfs 
bold assault, which had taken them on a front from 
which little if any opposition had apparently been 
ex pei ted, their light machine guns being sited lor 
flies toward McAlisler's position to their east. 
Within a mat ler of minutes alter the jump-olT, Piatt's 
men were engaging the Japanese within the J-inch 
p< >Mtiori, and McAlister, alter mopping up the patrol, 
had formed a skirmish line from his 25 men. The two 
Marine combat groups joined forces on their im- 
mediate objective, and proeei di d to sweep the entire 
p< >sition. 

The enemy reaction to this sudden reversal of the 
situation demonstrated how the Japanese mind often 
fails to ad just itself to rapid changes. Instead of i on- 
du< ting the grim and tettaciouS defense which w ould 
later be thought the trade-mark of Japanese troops, 
these lw pi(ked men" of the Takano unit panicked 
and SOUght what individual safety they eould. Some 
30 of them eventually attempted to hide or take 
shelter under and about a Single Marine searchlight 
truck, and were killed where they crouc hed. None 
\ < llunteCfcd to surrender. 

W ithout wasting a moment, Piatt reorganized the 

Marines after their successful assault, assigned to 
Mi Mister with 10 men the duty of mopping up the 
3*tltt b position, and himself led the remaining hand- 
ful on a sweep of the island. W ith the exception of 
one dead officer, who had been killed while on recon- 
naissance durjttg the night by Marines on the lagoon 
side, no other Japanese was found. 

In the course of his mop-up, which was uneventful 
except lor discovery and capture of two wounded 
Japanese who had been playing dead, McAlister 



made a count of the enemy dead, and removed 

I. Me as events would prove (he Japanese fl^ff 

which the position had been ringed. 

sumabh intended as crude front-line, marker- ! 

ordination of air support and naval gunu^ 
profusely stuek into the ground, and a sin,^ r '' 
Hag had been creeled in the :>-in< h position. vJ 
eould be seen from Peale by first figfttj alnn- 1 ' 
moment w hen the Marines on Wilkes were cn" 
nating their unwelcome guests. ( )n the bodir> 

Japanese were found a profusion of small ttw 

W ake with quite accurately lo< and notati< ),l> ' 
the American defensive installations. 

by actual count of dead, Japanese had csp' 
four officers and 30 enlisted men in the ati (,11 j 
take W ilkes. The four remaining unaccountn 
the picked hundred may have perished in 
landing or fallen unseen in the brush about 0 1 ' 
In return, nine Marines and two ch ili^ 1 ' ( 
been killed, while fotir Marines and one cfrlB^ 
been wounded defending casualties anJOU^ 
more than 16 percent. 

Shortly after 0700, while Piatt set about res- 
izing forces on Wilkes in anticipation of P 1 '. 
further enemy atlac ks,i ai rier dive-bombers >^ ]l 
down onto the island, concentrating their 
both bombing anil strafing, on Kuku Point S 
battery. I'Yom then on, intermittent straling ,ltl 
were delivered against positions on Wilkes wh^ 
Marine activity showed from the air. Kn (, ' ,,N 
craft were fired on to the last by the .50-ealib 1 ' 1 
aircraft machine guns. , 
Reorganization was nevertheless compl 1 ' 10 
0800a ;md, taking stock of the general sit 11 '' 
Piatt again attempted to reestablish commute; 
with the battalion command post on W ake 
This time he was able to raise a reply lt<$ 
Camp I motor pool, which Lieutenant PoiiH^ 
reserv e had sui ccssfully deleniled during th ( " 
but no word could be gotten through to ()1 
Major Devereux. The radio, not reliable al 
ch battered by the great dynamite cxpl ()Ji|1 , 
December, was no more successful, and 
events on Wake Island the Marines on ' 
remained unaw 'are. 

Offshore to the southwest <>| Wilkes, l * 
ships probably destroyers could be seen. 
dered that Battery L be reformed as arlillerv tfj 
gagC these targets, but immediate inspection t (N ' 
to McAlister that the ships were well out of 



nun 
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MAP 7 

U.S. COUNTERATTACK ON WILKES 

DAYBREAK, 23 DECEMBER 1941 
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ir, m ^ Knval 110 inclination to close. Having already 

tl,l W!l tQ ka! P l)l 7 otKl ( -nVctivt- gun i-uim', the 
s -Jp8 stayed well out on the hor izon 



'ncn e mornni fi wore on, in the absence of any 
T 'i-..i 

^ ncmytokiii Batt put finishing tout lies on his 
and ^organization. He reestablished tele- 
intact with the two detached .lit) caliber 



]iliouj c l \ and rcor £ani/,aiiou. He reestablished tele 

ftiachi llc C ° r ntac£ Vvilh thc Uvo tlct;it :h *- d JM] raIiba 
c, vd 0 | j SU . I1S covering thc channel mouth at the east 
;ni{[ ^ j c ^land, and found that they were unhurt 

I )r '^nerl y * at:tion * 1 nc lwo wounded Japanese 
JtoU'ij j, S ? Cur!vcc ' first aid and were crudely inter ro- 
i<lt: u Uvu ^ 1 lan S lia £ c * Tilt 7 wcn - al >Ie t0 convey the 
!) ' a 'mJ r n<) fllrl her Japanese landings had been 

Al )( ii WilkcS ' 
*vh% J Ut I10on > wit h still no word from Wake Island, 
Ja P*nese air attacks continued against Wilkes, 



the report came in to Plait's command post that 
Japanese landing boats were in sight, heading for 
Wake Island, seemingly with some intention of entei - 
ing the Wilkes channel mouth. Three transports, plus 
several combatant types, destroyers, and cruisers, had 
likewise closed Wake ton position Eibotft *,000 yards 
off the entrance to W ilkes channel. Mere were targets 
for Battery I,, and iMcAlister was ordered to man his 
battery and engage them. 

But the seaeoast battery on Wilkes had finally been 
silenced. On manning the guns, thc Marines dis- 
covered that the training mechanism of (inn I was 
inoperative so that it could not even track a target, 
while on (inn 2 I he recoil cylinder had been riddled 
by bomb fragments, 

Piatt personally inspected the 5-inch guns. A few 
minutes later, as quickly as he could, he likewise 
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i hcekcd the 3-inch guns in Battery l ,,f s position still 

surrounded by cncinv dead. None would shoot. The 

reserve rifle ammunition and the machine uuns rv- 



Ordered McA lister, McKinstry, and Cftulsori g(rt to- 
gether all possible men, carrv the two ,30 Caliber <4ii!h, 
start for dd Cbantld. Engage rnnnv as so,,n as possible. 

While ins Marines again marc heel to the sound 
ofthegUna, Piatt made his way forward to join them. 
An enemy destroyer, sensing perhaps that the de- 
fenders of Wilkes now had only their individual 
We&ponS, closed tO within 2,000 yards of (he shore 
and commenced Shelling the island. The incessant 
dive-bombers, seeing the advanced column, lashed 

down &g2tin, and one more Marine, Pfc Robert L. 
SievenS, was killed by a direct bomb hit. He was the 
last battle casualty sustained during the defense of 
Wake. 

Inexplicably lor the time befog at any rate the 
destroyer ceased firing. The- column had passed the 
new c hannel and was deployed in an irrcimlar, open 
formation, rides read) and Marino alert. 

At abOllt 1330, thre£ me n W€f$ Sighted advancing 
in the opposite direction. Two, by their rumpled 
khaki, were Marines. Behind them was a shorter 
figure clad in dirty gf&frl and armed with a larje 
SWOHJ, One of the Marines < anied a white flag? and, 
a moment later, Captain IMatt unbelievingly heard 
Major Devcreux informing him that the island had 
been surrendered. It was just alter [330, 

In the words of ( Captain Koyama, of the Imperial 
Japanese Navy, who later disc ussed the fighl lor 
Wilkes, ki ln ge neral, that part of the operation W$$ 
not successful.'' 

The Surrender and After 

Prior (0 moving down the- road toward the Japa- 
nese-, who were still receiving determined small arms 

fire from the few Marines south of the command 
post, Major Devercux passed word of the surrender 
to all units still in communication With his command 
post. TheSC were Batteries A and L on Wake Island, 
and B on Peale, together with a few small detach- 
ments, such as that at Heel Point, and some of the 
.. r )()-c alil>er positions on Wake- Island. All units were 
ordered to destroy their materiel as best they could 
prior lo actual surrender. 

These instructions were- carried with all possible 
thoroughness. At Battery E, the 34llCh antiaircraft 



guns (firing-locks of whic h had already W 1 

moved and smashed ) were- further dani;^ p 
Stuffing blankets into the muzzles and then 
one round. Since this did not seem entirely 
fill, grenades were rolled down the mn//l (< 1 "i 
plocle inside. All cle< trie al lire control data r^i>i 
were smashed, elec tric c ables chopped up. 1 ' 
batter) lonimaiuItT personally fired 20 i ,ul,U1, 
.45-caliber ammunition through the delu \txU " g 
and « h c ti •►mechanical computing part- , 
height linder and director. After completing ^ 
measures, Lieutenant Lewis fell in Battery • 11 

r9 M 



mart hed them as a unit, even though under I 
Bag, to the battalion command post. 

At Battery A, the 5-inch firing locks wen' 
and buried, and all gun telescopes srnaslK^' . ' 

rangekcepcr was damaged beyond repair, MP? 
a white flag was rim up, and, wisely, in light Pjf 
w as in store. Lieutenant Baruin^cr ordered aU^ 
to eat as much as they could hold. After that, l l< 
his men on the position awaiting arrival 0 £ 
Japanese. { 
As word of the surrender was received 

1 1. 

c redulitv even bv the hard-pressed riflemen, & . 

these stripped the bolts from thew rides afl° L 
ilicm into the brush. r> , 



il 



It was after 0800 before all this had 

tended to, and the rifle-fire of Potter's line 

Covering the final operations of the eomni.i 111 ' , 

Ma jor Devercux ( as he thought), in eomniu 1111 

with the Marine aid station lot ated some M^\, 

south in one of the undert-round ma,i;a/i |11 , 

tempted to telephone the battalion surgeon, L 

struct him to make- contact w ith the Japanese • |Kj 

advance must be almost up to that place. TWjfc 

no answer, and it became apparent that a p ;,|, \' f 

gQ forward into the enemy lilies. Major D^j»< 

accompanied by Sgfc Donald Malice k, cai' N ' |((| 

wMtC fi$g lied to a swab handle, made his w .' N ^ 

tlie road, despite enemy and American rifltf 

going on. As they passed Marines in a< $ \ 

ordered them to cease filing* 

Shot tl\ be fore reaching the hospital, the p^C 

halted bv a Japanese rifleman who emcrm l1 

i 

, it 



(he brush and covered them with his weap ()]l 



they laid down their arms and helmets on ll ,( 
Then he motioned them on toward the b£l 
w hich they found to be alre ady in enemy haiH^ 
all patients outside, trussed with telcph<>i> r 
which bound their hands behind 
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,l,)nMI then nc( ks .On taking ;ovei tin- hospital, during which die Japanese fired on the siimuuh 



,, | u »nr necks 

^5 anesc had fired 



ding another, 



among the patients, killing 



i '•>;, I ' a J or Dcvcrcux was explaining his mission 
i (jrieij^ 0,riccr a( the hospital who could spcals 
,, lj(iti '"^ ,sll > an American truck arrived bearing 



Uv mi* 



,,,lliT Cunningham; who ha<3 shifted into his 

%angc ^ rm ,' or •>< < asion. Living the latter to 
..na Sc ctails () f t surrender, Major Dcvercux 
IBi ( ^ r Mallcck, under escort of a Japanese 

follflj ,^ ^itli ;i large sword, set ont to establish 

j „ ^ NU i the various isolated pocketeot resistance 

k h ( J Is,;,,l(l and Wilkes, where Marines were 
iftoi^Jk J destination was the YMF 211 are,.. 



'| ,u> <<>ntinnons ( . nrim [„ r alu l u ,<nade- 

r»^t cn ^ r<, nin,ini of the fighter squadron and 

[/h«*b| Ct ,Ian,K i ,s men still held their position. 
||cir 0vvn ad Vance over an area now strewn with 
c Pns i^,. ^Ualties, the Japanese had taken posi- 
)(^>Coul#l n(,;ui) >' Pfcuw revetments, from which 
li n( /' PariialU pin down the Marines hv ma- 
V( >l|j| ;;;; i -and,renacies. 

1 ll ,||f < the ,,n ' w*S sole tmwounded ollic er 
| 093q C ^rvivorSj was still directing the defense 
&*C (jL/ 6,5 M^jor Deverenx ordered him to 
C^Uiitj^ ^ Oi 10 survivors, nine had been 

^hii no ; \ m -'11 who remained alive w&fc still 

few*! 1 



final positions, taken up 
tvetc&niheld. 

* Sad pnurssion rearhed Lieutenant 



Readier 
B <'\,.,'" ul his *rec-i 



ir*°lfo c _ Ce ,,,,,,u to eoax their temperamental 
»<? <Jp '- the • tor "I" 1 '"'"" *»< the mines 

''"'Hrl,'.','. Slli|> 1 "" ld M ' 1 " ir - 1 lu ' "is?"?* mi " 
i ' ftotn " " ul m " 1 '"- ;m,l < dc^picc continued 
, >< sun rjpj who had located the group; they 
/' ■■,| ij n( j Tf")8 *"*h ihc generator When the lire 

dNlhadl DcVCICUX tailed QUI dial the 

(iP'PN „ "' t U sil "'« ndered. Ouecf the Marine* al- 
,."'1,^ Ij,.,^ SSU;ul1 - Kliewe,, Saying, "Don't Mir- 

An i < ' l :" u - Marines never surrender. It's a 
'nc I 



KJ^J^t ti.i 



"''"'"tenant summed it up, 



' 'U ^ H| . ( ' lr ' 1 1 r Mhesm render parly, now wesi 
• ,h 'i,!i |. 'R fame Upon the rear of a Japanese 

*• c %hi ( , , :U lllg Wiw *^d, e\ identh engaged in 
L* (, jttneti 0 ^ lnSI N1 * ,,i,,t s i? brush about the 



group, Major Deverenx passed thront'li (he lines and 
made rontatt w ith Set ond laentenant PoiiuleMi i , 
whose mobile resei \ e, in ignorant e ol the sm rent lei , 
had retaken the ground between Clamp 1 and the 

road junction wcsl a( the strip rfuriiifg Lhc nwrnii^ 
fighting; 

At the time Maj(»r Hevc reiix Clime upon PoiffdcK- 
ler, the /.O-.kUI Marines in his four had jnsl .<>m- 
pleted a steady t astwaid advance from Camp I , 
fighting their way h-rward aloni; the bea( h and the 
(doe ol the brush to their left | ntMth | Hank. Spe< inl 

Naval Landing Force troops weir in the thi< k bmsh 

to the north, bnt did little- more than impose addi- 
tional measures for sec nrits of Poiinlextcr's Hank. 
Divided into three l()-man squads, the inipmvised 
platoon had advanced with two Mjiiads in assaiill 
i one on the seaward side of the road, and the Other 
north of the road) working forward through the 
brush; the Support squad protci ted the exposed le ft 
Hank b\ advancing in rear of the left assault squad. 

During the advance, particularly as he neared the .m 

held and retrac ed by daylight the scene s t)f his ni^hl , s 
Fighting, Lienlenant Poindextc r had tountecl ap- 
proximateb HO enemy dead. 

After &S$uri!lg the .surrender of the mobile reseiv t\ 
Major DcvereUX led the Japan<'>e toward Camp K 
still held bv iikii hine^un set lions of Poindexlcr's 
grOUp, At this place, under the e ves of the Marine 
prisoners, a Japanese son\ enir-hnnter t lamberetl up 
the watei tank and c nt down the Colors whit h had 
been flying there through the battle. 

Proceeding from Camp I at ioss Wilkes c hannel 
by lannc h, followed i>\ a detail of approximately M) 
Japanese, the surrender gfOUp landed on Wilkes at 
approximately 1300, No Marines were to be seen, 
and, as the party began Walking eantionslv west- 
ward, an enemy defrayer dtm aboard ju«nmeiux*d 

tiring on (he island, presmnabb at them. This lire 
was soon eheeked bv a Japanese signalman wIh> 
Contacted the ship Visually and directed that she 
t ease fire. 

At 1330, almost midwav between the new and 
old channels on Wilkes, Major Dexeiciix saw "a 
few grubby, dirty men who tame OH I <>f UlC brush 
with theii rilles ready x x I'Ihm WCJC Ul? 

Marines who had, only a Tew horns before, annihi- 
fated the eiiem\ landing paity On Wilkes, and were 

now advancing e astward to repel what they thought 
was Mill another landing. 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



CHAPTER V 



Conclusions 



J 



The defense of Wake was the first wartime opera- 
tion ever conducted by the Marine Corps in defense 
of an advanced naval base. It was also the first com- 
bat test of the Marine defense battalion, far reduced 
in Strength though the Wake defense detachment 
was. 

The main reason for the fall of Wake seemed ob\ i- 
om at the time, and remains so: the enemy in greatly 
Superior Strength, supported by ample surface and 
air forces, w as able to efTect a lodg ment on Wake 
and then to apply his ground superiority so as to over- 
whelm the defenders at any and virtually all given 
points. Had it been possible at any time for United 
States surface forees to intervene, or for substantial 
reinforcements to reaeh Wake, the results might haw 
been entirely different. 

Lven alter we aeeept the forc<»-oinjn broad reason 
for the eventual inevitability of Wake's loss, mililarx 
tesai >ns of some value may be draw n as w e survey cer- 
tain immediate reasons whv the defense was handi- 
capped. It should be remembered, however, thai all 
these factors were interacting. No single one c an be 
clearly isolated as responsible for the end produet, 
Which in this ( .ise was military defeat. 

Japanese pitlCCdUW for the reduction and seizure 
of Wake, if not executed with the skill or standards 
which the Marine Corps would demand in an am- 
phibious operation, was nevertheless orthodox in 
that it COPSlSted essentially of two phases: the fust, 
of preliminary bombardment, or kk softenin<f ; the 
SOCOnd, of the actual assault landing. As we have 

seen, the cnemv < onsiderably underestimated the 

amount of preparation required, arid COWS (|nently 
paid for his mist ah ulation in the defeat of 1 1 l)e- 
< ember. Follow ing this, he resumed and intensified 
his preliminarv operations and mustered < onsider- 
ablv prater means for the SCCtifld try, w hit h suc- 
ceeded. 
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During the fust phase, that of preliminary N j 
bombardment, the defenders of Wake were | 
handicapped from the outset by the lack of rad* 
early warning;. It would be difficult to overstay ( 
dBfectS of this lack, for it was this which also en 

1 

the initial Japanese raid to destroy over 
VMP £J Ts fighters on the ground, and it WJ* J 
lark tjf early warning which reduced gr^tlf 
cfle< tiveness of fighter interception against ll^° I 
raids. 

Despite the ma^nifit cut skill and cour;^ 1 
VMF-'Jl 1 on the ground and in the air, the I - 
fighter intert 'eption, earh and in force during 
raid, permited the Japanese to proceed qui*' 1 
tliodit ally with their program for the aerial 
inn of Wake. In fad, the possible effectiveness' 
entire squadron or stronger force during the d$ 
of Wake can be readily measured by the yai'^ 
of YMF-LM Ts achievements, never eTOp™ 
more than four airplanes. 

both of the two forCtfoittC handit aps untie: xv 
the defense was conducted can be lumped toff 
as matters of what is termed air defense. Air d$ 
just what its name implies, is the coordinate^ 
ploymcnt of fighter aircraft, antiaircraft afNj 
and the essential warning systems, all for the 
of an objective against air attack. Successful a' 1 
fense depends equally upon all three element 
those three, however, on Wake only the anthti 1 ,' 
artillerv untlermanued and partially OjfrCfl^ 
though it was— could be considered fully ftflfl 
sisiently effective. Air v\ amine, • w as nonexistent 
fighter interception so weak in numbers at l#j 
that it COUld not prevent the enemy bombers 1 
< arrying out their missions. 

In the first phase of the Japanese §iegC of 
phase essentially of air defense, the defense fer^ 
almost hopelessly handicapped from the start* 






j3j< tCKAGE ON PEALE aa it appeared to the Japan™ cameraman who accompanied thv Occupation Forcfc on 23 Dtcnnbcr. This 
Urc ^und its way to the Simthwi-si PddtU , wJierc it was suhaequeiuly picked up by U. & intclhircmr personnel. 



th, 



^termination and stubbornness wliicli marked 
c air defense of Wake, could not avert the final 
c orne nor do more than exact from the enemy the 
^irrium cost for every bomb dropped. This was 



ut <dy done until the last Grumman had been de- 
B i ^V^d by massed enemy fighters on 22 December. 

, Cr that, landing operations against Wake could 
jj Phj ^cd, 
0 

t llce ground combat had commenced on Wake 
)i S the results could be foreseen. By the desperate 
s u f e ^ Clu °^ grounding his transports, the enemy in- 
o/i^ *^ a t a maximum force, well over twice that 
j _ lc entire defense garrison, could be gotten ashore 
t ^ n the first half hour of the landing. The ultimate 
j. °* the landing force, approximately 1/200, was 
' th* l ^ rct: times the number of surviving Marines on 
? . C al °U. In addition, as we have seen, the defender 
' ^ necessarily so tied to their weapons and battery- 
d ° Sltl °ns during most of the action that defeat in 
^ w as inevitable. 
1 t the Wake defense force included but one 
ta^ any °^ ^ Iarine infantry and a platoon of light 
k s (such as was eventually added to the defense 
■ ' u ^ion tables of organization) , such a reserve 
^ m well have been able to dislodge the Japanese 
1 Cou nterattack. The lack of such an element to act 
S^Hcral reserve for the defense permitted the 
Cr "Y to ***««a **d his beachhead at will, 



and this necessity for a strong mobile reserve, includ- 
ing armor, could be considered one of the major 
tactical lessons of Wake, 

A second major lesson to be derived from this 
phase of the operation was a reeniphasis of Admiral 
Marian's famous dictum that "Communications 
dominate war;' 

The complete failure of communications, which 
occurred shortly after the Japanese landing, oper- 
ated to isolate the defense detachment commander 
from most of his subordinate units then in action. As 
a result, he not only lost control over much of the bat- 
lie, but also- -and perhaps more important in this 
case—he became unavoidably deceived as to the 
progress of the situation, so that, in ignorance of what 
had happened on Wilkes or Camp 1, he surmised 
diat all was lost in those areas. 

Had it been possible to have buried telephone lines 
and reliable field radios, this failure of communica- 
tion, which largely influenced the surrender decision 
at that part icular stage of the action, would not have 
occurred, 

Al! things taken into account, however, the deci- 
sion to surrender Wake was reasonable, especially 
when considered in light of the civilian situation and 
the fact that relief was no longer in prospect. Ma- 
rines who fought through the Pacific campaigns 
could later see many examples of a totally unreason- 
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Ifltg enemy who neVer surrendered but was always de- 
feated. At the same time, insensibly, some might 
come to believe that unyielding refusal to surrender 
w as the proper role of a defender. Of I <>ur>c, this was 
neither true um logical. Wake had not only e\ai led 
a full and more than honorable toll from the Japa- 
nese, but, more important in a military sense, its de- 
fensive resources, never large, had been to a great 
extent sapped. 

No fighter aircraft remained. Only one antiair- 
craft battery was effectively operational. Kncmy 
divebombers on <J3 December had completely dis- 
abled one 5-inch battery ' Wilkes), and fire-control 
instruments for the remaining two were largely de- 
stroyed. Without more airplanes, fire-control instru- 
ments, radar, spare par ts, and personnel to bring the 
defense to full strength (all of which and more bad 
been embarked w ith Task Force 14 j — without these 
Wake could not have carried on. The only answer 
was sur render. 



This took place 1 5 days after the initial attack^ 1 
it was 1 1 hours after the fighting commence^ 
shore before the last strongpoint, Wilkes, surrend^ 11 
in accordance with orders. 

The Marine garrison of Wake had sustain^ 
most 20 percent casualties. Although enemy 
will cieVCT be accurately known, they must easily* W 
exceeded 1 ,000 in all. 

During the course of the defense, Marines on 1 
ground and in the air had caused the loss pj *t lt 
four enemy warships, the first major Japanese 
vessels to be sunk during the Pacific war. At J* 
eight more ships sustained appreciable d;it" 
Twenty-one enemy aircraft were shot down by fif? 
( is or flak o\er Wake, and 1 1 more left the atol' 
obviously damaged condition. A total of 51 CP^ 
airc raft had in fact sustained reportable dan^ 
from Wake s antiaircraft batteries. 

With this record as a basis, Major Putnam S ' l! 
report, whic h left the atoll on 2J December, & 
truthfully state: 



AM hands have behaved Splendidly and held Up in a 
manner of ichieh I he Marine CarjKs may we// tell. 
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if THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



Documentation and Bibliography 



SlaU '" n " s ' OHtaWed in this monograph luvr 

"'Ms Q] 



tor*,./ >lll ^ ll v documented, although, m the in 



textual smoothness and appearance, n<> 

U) l l0ns "SVC been made. A documented master 
C.V), lll< ciuirc fi^toQgrapll i.s on file in the Marine 
s J'j* archives and may he consulted at any lime 
^ to security regulations. Specific information 
t . J U ° ( umeiuation or soun e material will be fur- 
^ d ^on request. 

' Illa V readily he imagined, source material of 
f,, l)f ,nstanc c relative to the defense ol Wake is scanty, 
' (> < tir | Cntai ' arul m ,ar S c extent dependent on re< ol- 
\ V;is ? nm,r than four years old. No opportunity 
fetrn ° 0Urse Wfiflrifld the Wake survivors of pre- 

J ^ything like special action reports after die 
M U j " ake. Tfhe few odicers who pcrserved in 
rfcp^l c '° wn some kind of journals or informal 
Wfcrm l,usr confiscated hy the Japanese 

Al ; ,j ()r ( am P authorities. In one instance, that of 
)ulnam ' WS report and record of events, 
in th^j q ^ aiU ^ S» a,? bkd| f ( amd its way into print 
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j J|jxf ^ cashing" during the monotonous years of 
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L Alt hough named 1 for Capl ain Wake, muster of 
f British trading schooner, jflfflw IfftBflm fAs^S 
often said to have discovered Wake in 1796, 
f **S atoll was in fact first sighted more than two 
jP^tttties earlier, in 1506 by Alvaro dc Mcndana, a 
i^P^nish explorer who, with two ships, Los Reyes and 
, L J* 11 ^an/oj, lay- to ofT the atoll and finally landed 
* jj h °Pcs of replenishing his supply of food and water, 
i> ? nt ' ana 5 who found neither food nor water, hot 
y brambles, named it San Francisco, fixed it ac- 
; i f) /^ Lcl y m latitude and very hady in longitude (cast 
Ml h C awa ^ an group ) . This error may have been 
d & . t(1 primitive pre-.Sumncr Line methods of navi- 

I rc ^ Ur ' n R the succeeding two centuries, there is no 
i On??* ^ Wake save under the title of Lamira { Look 

fectjfc treasure ships plying between Mr\u <> 
IJfaJjh* Philippines. In 1796 Captain Wake ar 
I 0 > Seated the atoll accurately, and gave it its 
j y/J UlUl ' "iimc; shortly after, a British fur ship, 
i ( yon, made a similar landfall and independently 
ft PortcH 



ut ) or Discicrla (Desert Island), both reported in 
S^neral vicinity of Wake, on the track of Spanish 



^d the disco very. 



i lhe J 1 20 December, 1 840, Charles Wilkes, U. & N., 
i Irn amrjllK Pacific oeeanographer and explorer, 
| Us ^ °n and surveyed Wake, bringing with him 
^11 the naturalist, Titian Pealc, who collected 
\\* X J nevv specimens, mainly of marine life. From 



U^f'f 1 * hon^c umny names during its 35) years: Wake's 
&h,!S a J*a)^| Wi-rks, Wrrck, Hrhion, Halcyon, Wilson, 



islands of the group were eventually to find names," 



Japa 1 ^ a "'" iriL » Disciona, San Francisco, and (under th« 
,■ nfJi O Qtori-Shima, wliieh last refers to whnt the Japa- 
^nsideivd to hu its bird-like shape, 



cause Commodore Wilkes to take possession in the 
name of the United States. 

LL Some authorities maintained that the atoll dis- 
appeared beneath the waves from time to timc J but 
it was indubitably projecting on the night of 5 
March, 1866," wrote Capt. R. A. Dicrdorfi, 
U. S. N., in describing the wreck of the German 
hark, Lib file, Wake's only recorded shipwreck prior 
to December 1 94 1 . 

The Lihelh\ bound for Hong Kong from Hono- 
lulu, grounded on the reef offshore of the east lee, 
of Wake Island during a storm, and only succeeded 
in landing survivors (and a money cargo of $300,- 
000 ) after 3 days. During the next 3 weeks, two ships 
boats were fitted out for an attempt to reach Guam, 
and one (a 22-foot longboat bearing Mme, Anna 
Bishop, then a famous operatic singer), successfully 
attain cd its destination after IB days at sea; the 
other, bearing 8 persons, including the ships master, 
was never heard of again. Fillings from the Libelit 
were still found in the sands of Wake as late as 1 940, 
and the unfortunate bark*s anchor was salvaged in 
1935 and placed as a marker before the entrance lo 
the Pan American Airways hotel. What became of 
the $300,000 is not known, 

On 4 July 1898, Maj. Gen. Francis V. Greene, 
U. S, V., commanding the Second Detachment, 

1 Inasmuch as "Wakr Island,'* so-c;illed, is really an atoll 
composed of thirv islands, Wilkes, Wake, and Pi air, this ap- 
pendix defines chr aroll as ^WakiV and when mentioning 
Hlfi island proper speaks of it a* "Wake Island/* To tin- Jap*, 
nrse Wilkes was Ashi-Shima, and lYali\ H;ini-Slmna, while 
the whole a Loll was Olori-Shinm. 
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Philippine Expeditionary Force, in the transport 

ThotnOS i ordered tWO boats ashore and raised an 
American Sag P*a 14-inch banner tied to a dead 
liml/M. Shortly after, on 17 January 16S% the 
U. S. S. Ilcnnin^lon, commanded by (lommandcr 
Edward D. Taussig, U. S. N., aCtttlg 611 orders from 
Washington, "took possession of the atoll known as 
WaJtC Island, for the United States of America** 

The first intention in formally acquiring Wake had 
becll to establish a eable station thereat for Guam 
Midway ( able, but the absence of fresh water, taken 
with evidence that Wake at $time lime previous had 
been completely inundated, dissuaded ( iommandcr 
Taussig From recommending that the cable station 
be put into service; as a result, the cable was laid 
past Wake directly into Guam. After the Bennington 
departed, although Wake was occasionally visited bv 
trans-Pacific vessels, the only visitor of note was 
Gapt. John J. Pershing, who. in December 1906. 
landed on Wake and caused a high durability canvas 
American flag to be hoisted. 

Wake slumbered through World War I, stil! 
visited only bv Japanese fishermen and gatherers of 
bird feathers, but in 1922 the U. S. S. Beaver, a 
submarine tender, made the first — and still the 
basic survey of Wake. In 1923, the U. S. S. 
Tanager, bearing a joint S( iemi(i< expedition spon- 
sored by Vale University and the Bishop Museum 
of Honolulu, based at Wake for approximately 2 
weeks | 27 July f> AllgUSl ) w hile further survey and 
collection of general scientific data were accom- 
plished. The land area of the atoll was measured, 1 
and at this time Wilkes and Peale were formally 
reC0gfll2e«i as separate islands and duly christened 
with their present names. 

In 1934, bv Executive order, jurisdiction ovei 
Wake wils passed tn the Navy Department, and, fess 
than a year after, in Pan Americ an Airwavs. 

extending their routes to the Antipodes and Orient, 

1 Extract from inscr iption on the In ass plate affixed to the 
tort* of the first BagpOlC CteCtcd on Wake by O.mmandcr 
I aussin. 

1 Wake, the expedition diSCOVCred, has a total land are a of 
L'.hlH) res. 



selected Wake as a useful intermediate base for 
Philippines run. 

The Xavy Department, quick to sense the pO* 
lial military value of Pan Americ aiTs base dcvo 
Blent of Wake, cooperated with the projec t bv * 
patching the U. S. S. nominally an - ! 

munition ship, but nevertheless ruan-of-all- woii 
the prewar Naval Transportation Service, to W 
the 1922-23 surveys up to date. Two of the A //'At 
boats, hardly amphibious landing craft, were \0& 
the surf during this project. 

Between 5 and 29 May [935, Pan AmeiH 
air base (onsiiuction vessel, North Haven, tew 

supplies and equipment on W ilkes for eventual ' \\ 
handling to Peale whit h, because of its more suit^' p (!r 
suil and geology, had been selectetl as site for 1 
PAA seaplane base. By the time of North lhr<> 
return to Wake, after a month's voyage westward 
Manila, the project was well under way, and- 
months late r, on 9 August a Pan American clip! 
made the first .aerial landing in the atoll. 

From 1935 until 1940, when two tvphoons 
Wake with resultant extensive damage to the I* 
elaborate Pan American facilities, development $ 
use- of the base were steady but uneventful. A ^ 
was built, farm animals imported, and hydrops 
truck farming commenced.' 

On 2b December 1910, in implementation 
Hepburn Board's recommendations, a pioneer ptf' Gi 
including 80 men and some 2,000 tons of cquipn^ 1 ' 
sailed for Wake from Oahu in the U. S. S. Willi' 1 
Ward BurrvW? as the advance detachment to C$ 
mence establishment of a naval air Mation OH flfll 
The Harrows made her landfall on 9 January 1$ 
lay-to oil' Wilkes, and next day commenced lainl'' 
naval supplies and advance base equipment ,( L 
development ol the base. ^ 

I unk and Waxnall's Dictionai \ , 1 943, defines hydtOpW 
as "soilless agriculture; the- raising of plants in nutrient i 11 ' 
cral solutions without e arth around the roots." 

1 A detailed and intr,r>tirm account of this initial naval-' 1 ' 1 
development is contained in "Pione< > Paity Wake lslan 1 '' 
U. S. Naval Institute Vrocwdinvs, April 194:5, by Capt. H« 
Dirrdorff, U. S. N., then conunandinci officers of the Hu>«* 
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^ENDIX III Un ' ted St3teS aild Ja P ai1eSe CaSUalt ' eS 



United Statt-s casualties during the defense of 



■ <ikc were sustained bv Marine, Navy, and civilian 
pfN&d as follows: 



' Grille Corps: 

J^Hcd in action 

*ypundfd/killcd in action 
Missin R in action, presumed <fead- 
' in action 



Ufflccrx Unlisted 



0 
0 



Subtotal . 



11 



TotaL 



S - Navy: 
^Htd in action. 
funded in action__ 

Subtotal 

Total 



0 
0 



Killed _. 

Total 



41 
1 

2 
26 

70 

bT 

3 
5 

a 

= 

8 

70 
12 

82 



Grand total 171 

^ : ^ Percentile break-down of Casualties sustained l>v 
Stat C8 personnel during the defense of VVaki* 



Vera tit 

V. S. Marine Corps RM 

U. S. Navy 11.5 

U. S. Army U. 0 

Civilians ft 8 

For reasons which should be readily apparent, it 
will never be possible to obtain other than cm ecd- 
ingty approximate Japanese casualty data for the 
W ake operation. Fragmentary information of Vary- 
ing reliability is tO bC found in various sources, how- 
ever, and, from these and from a reconstruction of 
probable casualties incident to known surface and 
aircraft losses, the following estimated enemy limes 
are tabulated: 



I 

- 6 

HI) 



Incident to aircraft shot down: 

i carrier planet 

1 four-engine patrol plane 

16 two-cnginc bombers 

Ineident to aireiaft damaged: 

f>l aircraft damaged by flat 

Incident to surface action of 11 December: 

2 destroyers sunk without survivor* 
8 ships which sustained appreciable, shell 

or bomb damage - BO 

Incident to liual assault, 2'\ Decnnhei : 

Estimated casualties in ground combat 125 

Casualties aboard Patio! Craft 53 7 
Destroyer hit by Battery lVs fire S 



It 



!>00 



Total estimated Japanese loss, s 
Grand total 



\\'<, tin.tr, t 

0 
0 
0 



IhM 

125 
U 

10 



_ 1,183 
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APPENDIX IV 



Wake Chronology 



1011 

9 January United States Has •>• pioneer parJi arrive* and 
commences construction of naval base fa- 
cilities on Wake. 

19 August Advance party, Rrst Defease battalion, F. 
M. I .. arrive? and makes camp. 

15 Octobrr Maj. James P. S. Devereux assumes duty as 
island commander and Kfarine detach- 
ment commander, 

2 Nov. mb. a Two hundred Marine rtJrtfaxxamcnts arrive 
in U. S. S. Castor. 

29 November Mannc Fighting Squadron 21 Fs advance 
patty arrive} and commences preparations 
to receive aircraft. Commander WinhYld 
S. Cunningham, U. S. N., arrive s and re- 
lieves Major Devereux as island com- 
tnander. 

\ December Marine Fighting Squadron 21) flies in to 
Wake from U. S. S. Entet \nisi\ 

8 December First Japanese air raid on Wake. Seven 

lifter-planes of VMF ill destroyed and 
nuinerou> casualties. 

9 De< -.ember Second Japanese air raid on Wake. 

10 December Third Japanese air raid on Wake. Dyna- 

mite cache, including 125 tons of explo- 
sives, blown up on Wiik.s with major 

d&inagg to batteries on that island. 

11 December Japanese attempt to land on Wake decisively 

defeated with loss of two cruniy destroyers 

and majoY damaue to three cruisers, three 
destroyers, one destroyer-ira nsport and 
on.- transport. Fourth Japanese air raid 
on \\ ! 

12 Decembci Fifth Japanese air raid on Wake. Km -inv 

submarine bombed and possiblv sunk by 
VMF -Ml 25 miles southwest Of Wake. 

Mass burial s. . vices held aft< r nightfall. 

13 December No enemy action. 

14 December Sixth and SCVCHth Japanese aii raids on 

Wake. 

1 ~J De cember Fitjhlh Japanese air raid on Wake. 

1G December Ninth and tenth Japanese air raids or, Wake. 

Task Foree ] 1 sails from Pearl Harbor to 

relieve Wake. 

17 December FJevenih and twelfth Japanese air raids on 

Wake. 

18 December Japanese pTio(o-recon7iaJssance qcmdia ted 

over Wake. 

19 December Thirteenth Japanese air raid on Wake. 

20 December PHY arrives horn Midway with information 

as to relief expedition. 



21 December PHY departs from Wake with last tl£ 

States personnel to leave the atoll. H 

teenth Japanese air raid on Wake (J 
lar^e eai i i< r-strikr ) , followed by lilt' 11 

Japanese air raid on Wake. 

22 Decembci Sixteenth Japam sc air raid on Wake. 

two aircraft of YMF j] 1 rendered U>jf 
ational, and squadron reports to del 1 ' 

detachment commander as infantry. 

23 December Mai/urn Second Special Naval F:" 

Foree executes predawn landing on & 
shore of Wake Island and Wilkes, 
after almost 12 hours' fightfrig, surr«.«' 1 
of the garrison is completed. Reli' t 
pedition recalled. 

1942 

12 January United States prisoners of war eviuu' 

from Wake for confinement in the Efrfj 

21 February Plrtt United States carrier strikes on VP 

1943 

Eight Army B 2 Fs make hist laud;';'' 
strike against Wake from base on 
Succeeding shore-based air raids eOftP^ 
■ •t inter\'als. 
Major United States carrier strikes on Vr» 

Approximately 100 United States pri* 
retnaining <>«» Wake executed on on' 
Rear Admiral Sakaftaraj I. J. N., ' 

Commander. 

1941 

Nine hundred ninety-six £996) United!"", 

sorties delivered against Wake, drop? 

|i0 



B Jul> 



(W ()< tobei 

7 ( lctoh( | 



January Max 



September 

October 



Januai f 
Jure 

July 

I 8 Alien-! 

*7 O ..... * « j - - - «. 

/ oepteml lei 



1,079 tons of bombs; and sur!.u< 
bardments totaling 7,092 5-inch B 
6-inch projet tiles. 
Repeated Strikes h\ Army IF 24\s. 

IS4S 

Repeated sorties by United State* V 

>hore-hased \'P squadrons. 
Major surface bombardment of Wake. 
F.ist United States air raid on Wake 

tied h\ Marine (loips aircraft Hjr 

Peacock Point batten | . 
Rear Admiral Sakaibara surrenders W- 1 ^' 

Brifr Gen. Lawson H. M. SamF' v 

U. S. M. 2. 
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United States and Japanese Task 
.appendix V Organization and Command 




COMMAND STRUCTURE OF U. S. FORCES INVOLVED IN THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 
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* p PEMDIX VI 



The Surrender of Wake by the 
Japanese 



,^ J " 7 September 1945, Rear Admiral Sakaihai a, 

^'^'ruatsu, [. j. n., 1 undoubtedly undergoing an 

i ''K iKc even more painful than that of Cnm- 

am and Major Dcvcrcux in I'M 1, 

^'^Ulorccl Wake to the United States. With 

hw?^ ,( \sard for the tradition of Wake, the sin- 
! 'Icier 

(; ( received by a Marine officer;, Brigadier 

Ij - H - W. Sanderam, U, s. M. c, and the 

American atgairj to set foot on the soil of Wake 
(^^'oloncl Walter L. J. Bavler, U. S. M. a, cdte- 
* k Hlie last man off Wake Island," whic h he 
^ lrfl <>n21 December 1941. 

tttp^* ^-™d narrative of the resurreiidcr and rcoo- 

5jp. U <*1 of Wake is given in General Sanderson's 
tep&rf, which is now quoted in entirety (bul 

ni certain enclosures thereto) : 



■Mi i i> St.viks Makini. Corps 



t 0 ■ •'""•'^ Fourth M. nine Ain rait Win-, P. M. P., 
''''•' i Posi oilier. San Francisco. California 



7 Sr.i- J km i'.i.r 19 Bi 

( tommandct Wake Surrender Acceptance 
Unit. CTU MU4.1, Brigadier General 

L H. M. Sanderson, U.S. M. G. 
Uwnmander Marshalls Gilberts Sur- 
render and Occupation Command, 
a T. G. 9&14 (G. T. P. 96), Rear 
Admiral W. K. liarrill, U. S. \ 
Surrender Acceptance ot Wake Atoll on 

1 September 1945, Narrate of. 

S. yy Hvy Nv:i * sulKr (jucntly convicted of tuuiclrr by tin 



'" ( ojiM s Tribunal, and was sentenced td h.uie.. 



Reference: (a) ComMrirQibAren Operation Wan 
\<>. 1 (ft 

Enclosures: (A) Surrender Document, 

(B) C l< >] )\ oi General Order Number 

One, Wake Atoll. 
( Pm -lain atiou. 

1. The Wake Surrender Acceptance Unit got undei 
way from Kbeve for Wake late Sund.ix afternoon, 2 

September IS h r >, aboard U.S. s. L< ry \)K 162) which 
was accompanied l>y U. S. S. Lehardy (DE 20) and 
U. s. B. CAdfta R, r 1 DE 23), ComCiortDiv 1 1. 
Commander H, K. Uross. u. s. N. R. (CTU 96 J k2 , 

and Uonunauder Prospet l i\ e Occupation Unit, Uone 

mandcr W. Masek, I . s. \. (Ret) (C T. U.9&1 1 .n, 

were also aboard CI. 8. S. L< ry. 

2. A preliminary conference concerning the sm * 

render acceptance- and occupation of Wake was held 
that same afternoon in the wiirdioom. Al this lime, 

Commander Uross was requested to furnish 1() blue- 
jackets with rilles from each ship for the flag raising 
Ceremony to lake place on Wake Island on Tuesday, I 

September 1943. Also requested for this ceremony were 

20 bluejackets armed with pistols to form a cordon 
around the area. Aspects of naval suppoit, communi- 
cations, and occupation were dbciISSed, 

I. At a Conference held at 1400 M. on Monday the 
following day all details concernini; tbC operation were 
diseased. Arrangements were made for Complying 
With various requests of press correspondents and 

photographers, A preliminary reading of the Surrendei 

Document and < ieneral ( )rder Number 1 was made. 
All hands participating in the surrender and llair-rais- 
ing ceremonies were carefully instruc ted in their duties. 

4. Our force arrived oil Wake at 0700 M. on Tues- 
day, 1 September! the following day. ( ieneral Quarters 

was sounded and the ships closed to 1,000 yards oil 
the channel entrance to the lagoon. There was no evi- 
dence of enemy activity outside of one American Motor 
I .aunch, which proved later to he carrying the Japanese 
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( !ommander, Admiral Sakaihara and Ins Staff, plus one 
Japanese* assault boat. These boats were cruising Lfl the 

vicinity of (bxee mooring buoys 800 meters o$ the 
channel entrance. 

.*). Admiral Sakaihara and hfe stall (unarmed) came 
a}(K3g$id6 just, prior lo 0800 and were taken aboard 
Without honors and escorted to die boat <:!« * k where 
they WW introduced by Colonel Walker, V. S. M. C. } 
to General Sandersons Staff and to Commanders GtSM 
and Masek (there u;is no handshaking). After all 
hands were seated, (General Sanderson arrived on the 
boat deck. All hands wen- again seated after intro- 
ductions and the press was given permission to take 
photographs at will. A Japanese Imperial Army 
Colonel accompanied Admiral Sakaihara. 

6. A Japanese Nisei was introduced by General 

Sanderson as an American citizen with full authority 
to act as official interpreter, General Sanderson an- 
nounced his authority as representative of Admiral 
Harrill, Commander Marshall^ Gilberts Area; the let- 
ter of authorization was handed to Admiral Sakaihara 
lor inspection. 

7. Admiral Sakaihara was next questioned about the 
instructions which had been previously dropped by 
plane, lie stated that la- was busily engaged m Comply- 
ing with those instructions! General Order Number 1 
was then brought forward and tendered to the Japa- 
nese. Admiral Sakaihara staled that these instructions 
varied somewhat from previous instructk »ns, hut that 
he would COmpty with them in all respects. 

tt. The Surrender DocumenJ (tnc rng Japanese 

translations) was handed to Admiral Sakaihara for 

his inspection, After inspection of the documenl bv 

himsell and s t»dl hfi announced that he was ready to 
sign, At this time he stated that he was sorry Japan 
had lost the War, but was happy that Americans w < a . 

accepting his surrender. Two official originals (both 
translations) of the Surrender Document were sinned, 

fust by Admiral Sakaihara, then by General Sanderson 
at 0819 Mike zone time. These originals were sealed 
and One Original Ol both translations was handed to the 
Japanese for retention. A few copies w< r<- alSO signed 
for record purposes. 

.9. General Order Number I was again brought 
hath. Signed and promulgated by General Sanderson, 
and handed to the Japanese for compliance. 

10, Admiral Sakaihara was requested to have his 
naval stalk, the army stall, and a platoon of 40 enlisted 
at the boat landing at 1330 to take pari in the Bag 
raising ceremony. 

I I . Var ious items of information were then obtained 

Prom the Japanese. These items included questions on 

possible prisoners of war and c ivilian internets on 
Wake, ammunition, armament, marine and land 
mines, strength of garrison, condition of airfield run- 
ways, whether- landings were possible in the lagoon, 
number useable vehicles, location of American graves, 
number of sick and nature of illnesses, et cetera. We 
had brought SOme medicine and a small amount of 
food for their garrison. 
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12. The above having been completed, press 
sentatives requested a press interview from Ad-'h 
Sakaihara who granted them a few moments; L 
interview took place in the wardroom. 

13. Admiral Sakaihara then requested permit' ! << 
leave the ship in order to inform his command tW 



surrender had been accepted and in order to pfl- 
lor the flag-raising ceremony. This was granted ■ 
Japanese flag boat was called alongside and £h$JP 
nese departed at about 1000 M. |) 

14. A small boat from lu luudx w ith segment*^' 
Mag pole and necessary tackle, plus a workin'-i 
Came alongside, picked up Col. Walter L. J. &1 . 
U. S. M. O, and departed for shore at about 10*^ 
Immediately thereafter. Levy moored to center 11 
ing buoy BOO meters off the channel entrance. A \ 
boat car rying correspondents and photograph^' \ w 

dispatched to the beach. k 

15. Another small boat was called alongsid 1 n, 
took ashore Commander Cross, Commander M 
Lieutenant Colonel Koberson, V. S. M. C, and : L 
hers of an inspecOon party to make a prclimi'.^ 1 '^ 
spection of the island and to spot a location for 1 th ( f lf 
raising ceremony. This was selected at a point Sj 
100 yards southeast of landing at head of boat h'A- J>, 

16. Meanwhile Colonel Baylcr, the last An' t! i Ml 
to leave Wake prior to Japanese occupation kj 

stepped ashore. lie was the first American to 

on Wake after almost I years of war with Japan. |„ 

17. While the other two DK's were being n&Ph 
/.er y, the inspection Continued ashore. After >\ 
liminaiy inspection of the airfield runways by VjJ»| 
a scouting line* was formed and the entire 5 t w 
of the main east-west runway was inspected W 
sonnel Walking the entire length on foot. 

1H. At about 1130, a PBM from Kniwetok 0 
successful landing in the lagoon. Part of the new 1 
ashore (0 make a report. 

19. At 1300 the preliminary inspection part] 

members of the press returned to the boat W 
Admiral Sakaihara was told to place his staff 
armed guard Ojl the south side of the Hag poU*'- 
w.is ac complished. The Mar ine Color- Guard aflj 
raising detail were mustered on the doc k inbpajjj 

platoon of 30 Wudacket riflemen. A cordon of W\ 

j,e ketS with pistols were stationed at regular in tl 
in thfi cleared area around the Hag pole. A* : 
Sakaihara requested and was granted pennis> 1( 
remain on the clock to receive* GeneTal Sanded 1 
lie came ashore . 

20. At 1330 General Sanderson and his Cfl* 

Staff Colonel Walker arrived at the boat dock SOT 
embarked. They vvcie greeted by American St*" 1 
beers and by Admiral Sakaihara. Genera] San^ 
with Admiral Sakaihara on his left, followed W 
stall, the- colors, and the color platoon, then n^ l \ 
to the north side of the flag pole and halted. & c 
Sakaihara was ordered to rejoin his • tafT. 

21. General Sanderson read a Proclamati 1 1,1 
ordered the Colors to be hoisted. With the pl**^ 



ri. ^ciu Anns," with bath American and [apancsc 

di the Colon were then hoisted and two-hlocked 
s ; | J fte notes of ""'/ tAtf Cofotf were sounded on the 
l *« As the Colors reached the peak of the Bag potej 
A ^' ^mttwiDccd and completed firing a twenty- 

(j j,^ Commander Masek, the Prospective Atoll Com* 
. , r > was then ordered front and center and re- 
"|.,' Command of Wake Atoll from Cent ral Sand- 

lC ( ' r ncral Sanderson informed Admiral Sakaihara 



and that hence lorw arul 
from the senior naval 



[ ~ Xtrl/' 1C ^ mtrc ' States had taken possession of Wake 
I'll,'/ that Commander Masek had relieved him of 
J V U) »miancl of Wake Atoll, 

r V V(Hl,d receive 

!I ' T { v Present. 

X. ' General Sanderson ordered Admiral Sakaihara 
' ^ s!. U | 1( ll ?^ Ms trpOflS, This was done alter each Japa- 

p^^ a d individually saluted Admiral Sakaihara. then 
1 t Sanderson. The American contingent w as then 

J g^;d off. 

W Shortly thereafter, Ceneral Sanderson requested 
Sakaihara to conduct him on a formal in- 

taur of the i-land. The airfield was visited 

> l ' u 'n the inspection party moved on to the north- 
fkJ^ () f Wake Island, crossed a wooden bridge to 



Wt .i. 



to 



1 h is ^ Sakaibara's 

'sir, ? h,Urai Swore 
l „,;. 1 '"' Admiral Hai 

lb 



retraced this route 

jnarters where 



and Stopped at Ad- 
the latter prollered 
(0 ( Jeneral Sanderson as a personal 
.. On this ihSpCCtiotl n<> Jap a- 
, tr °op s were in rightj Japanese military police were 



UMKyardinte'rvals alono all roads, 
pfth' ^ inspection party then proceeded to the st cue 
t||()| " k Anic j, an graves w hich consisted of two mounds 
**W hy fleshly painted white crosses. One grave 



had heen dug hy Ameri* ans and OttC hy Japanese. It 
was reported hv the Japanese that 40 Americans unr 
hnried in the two graves. 

27. The inspection party then rc turned to the dock 
where Q Japanese ilute ami pit lure of little or no value 
were offered to Central Saudeison. These lulls were 
accepted, hut later returned in accordance with in- 
strut lions. The inspection party then emharked aboard 
boats for L< ry, A dispatch report was sent to Com- 
mander Marshalls-( iilhei t-. Are,, immediately following 
the surrender. Later that evening a dispatch was sent 

reporting the conclusion of the flag raising ceremony 
and the Inspection of the Atoll. Early the next morning 

( ieneral Sanderson, tite ^talF, and me mhers ol the press 
departed hy two twin-engined planes which had 
made successful landings on the airfield that morning. 
Prior to departure from the airfield Admii al Sakaihara 
Offered a nonalcoholic heveraL'r (cider) to (ieneral 
Sanderson and his stall'. 

28. On return * () Kwajiilein, (ieneral Sanderson 
reported in peison to Admiral Ilarrill. 

29. American troops wore plain Khaki with no 

neckties. Bluejackets weie dressed in whites lor the 
Bag raising ceremony. Japanese naval personnel wore 
field blouses and trousers of Kghl ^ray w ith t?00tS, Sam 
Browne belts, and kepis. Japanese Armv personnel 
wore the same uniform made of a brown-colored cloth. 

30. The attitude of our peoplr toward die Japanese 
was at all times serious; at no time was either lamiliai- 
ity or harshness in evidence. The Japanese appeared 
quite ariKlOUS to please, going out of their way to he 
helpful. Admiral Sakaihara was cheerful and co- 
operative, and appeared to possess ;( high decree of 
intelligence. 

L II. M. S.\Nm:uM>N. 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



APPENDIX 



Terrain and Hydrography 



Wake (19°1C N., tWST E. ) is a wishbone- 
shaped typical coral atoll approximately miles 
in length (NW.-SK.) and 2^ miles wide. It is 
composed of a reef-enclosed lagoon, With three dis- 
tinct islands. Wake Island (proper), 1 Pcalc Island, 
and W ilkes Island, comprising a land area of some 
2,600 acres. Wkkfi Island ( the main or (enter sec- 
tion of the "wishbone" ) is much the largest of the 
three. V-shaped and pointed toward the southeast, 
it comprises the outer perimeter of the eastern half 
of the atoll. Peak* and Wilkes Islands continue the 
open ends of the prongs of the wishbone on the 
north and south respect i\ e]\ . The northwestern 
side of the atoll is open, except for the coral ret I, 
which surrounds the atoll and completes enclosure 
of the lagoon. 

In the same latitude as the island of Hawaii, 
Wake lies slightly north of a line from Pearl Harbor 
to Saipan, at about four-sevenths of the distance. 
Unlike the gfOUpS <>f atolls in the Marshalls and 
Carolines, Wake is isolated. Pokaakku atoll, in the 
Marshalls, is 304 miles south-southeast, and the. 
nearest Japanese base of important c\ Kwajalein, 
was 639 miles to the southwest. For additional dis- 
tances to adjacent friendly or hostile bases, sec- the 
strategic map printed within the end pieces. 

Deep water sum muds the entire atoll. Seaward 
sides of the atoll barrier reef are steep-to. 

Wake atoll itself is a barrier reef whic h varies in 
width from M) to 1, 100 yards. It is widest at the 
open, northwest end and narrowest along the south- 
ern side, where its width averages less than 100 
yards. The underwate r section of the reef is free 
of loose material but has occasional potholes and 



I'll 

; 

h 



bo 



4 

|i 

reef has the usual characteristic fissures run 1 ' I 
perpendicular to the shorelinr. K 
Three passagew ays open into the- lagoon : ^ 
the open northwest end of the atoll, [2j the O^j 
fog bctWCCil Pcalc and Wake Island, and \S) 



channel between Wilkes and Wake Islands 
break opens the reef between Pcalc and \\ak ( 



♦hi 
h 

land, and Wilkes channel was the- only possible )j , 
trance for vessels.' The western opening, bct^'vi 
Peak and Wilkes, is some* 2j275 yards w ide. ^b|J 
channel has a width of 68 yards at the sea wan 1 1 J: 
trance and narrows to 51 yards between tfc6 W 
bridges spanning it. The distance from Ua^% 
bank between Peale. and Wake Island is about [Lj 
yards. Wilkes channel is from 3ft to 48 yards ^ 'i. 
From bank to bank the distamc is 1Q to 52 
Approximately I miles long with an average \V ,4, Wc 
of 1/-, miles the lagoon has an area of 'A[A s(l lir,l '< 
miles. It varies greatly in depth within short T*i 
tances and has many near-surface and protm ( ' ! 1 
( I iral heads and muc h foul ground. The eastern ( 1<J ' 
is more shallow, and large sec lions w ithin the hoBW 
of V-shaped Wake Island appear as tidal Hats at m 
water. %' 
The beadheS ME of white coral sand. At f#T^ 
places along the shore line they are strewn 
jagged CGral locks and king-size bould 



d I 



large as a 5-ton truck. Ma Hca. hes vary in w 1 ' 



1 For discussion of the distinction in use between the trims 

"Wake- and '•Wake island/ 1 tee p t I 



from 'JO to 170 yards, but average 100 yards, 
narrowest beac hes are loc ated on the north < (l 
Beach slope: is quite gradual. Natural tei races of l '' 
bankments . xist QJify along the north coast (cN (t 

1 DrcdfiinK of this < h.mnel .incl of a tUtBlfUg basin Wttftfa| 
lagoon was onf of the major prewar projects lor develop' 1 ' 
of Wake. In late 1941, the eh;mn' l had been partially de k3 ' 
to JO feet hut the bitfh] was not completed. 
( olonel Bityler's description. 
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' % UlC south .shurr of Wilkes). At the roast line, 
.^gelation line, there is frequently a moderate 
' * elevation. Exits from the beaches are a\ ailablc 



Uli 



points. 



^eavy svirf roars continually agrUftSt the north- 
Windward) reef. The atoll is large enough to 
L^C a lec in any weather and there is therefore 
less surf oil the southern (leeward ) side, hut 
/jVsurf occasionally runs on the southeast end of 
L ^ Island during periods of heavy swell aiul 
E^ 1 sea. The boom of the surf is never silent on 
an< J actually reduces the range and amity 
fl . j Car ing of persons in any part of t he atoll. 
(/ Mcle the lagoon, the mean tide range is about 
/ f!(, t and the low waters have a stand of 2 or 

p Tlv 



c surface of the three islands is a smooth roll 

,, . 'integrated coral, interspersed with boulders, 

n,f -h a 



» <* most numerous on Wilkes and the south- 
Rt* Wake Island where they range to . r ) or 6 
: )i ln diameter. Maximum elevation on the atoll is 

J 1 ICi 



icet 



. with an average of 12 feet. Three "high* 
'C/ s ^vith elevations of more than L } () feet are to be 
,[ : ( 1 ) at Heel Point, (2) on the seaward side 

' Cain T_l i i . rnn 1 r Pt* i • • * 



%4*f* fcland about 500 yards from Toki Point, 
fcKn ) on the lacoon side of Wilkes Island sonic 

i 1 n 



'(3) 

,r ds Frojn Knku Point. The outside, s< award 



,' " f Wake Island, maintains a fairly uniform ele 
4 a PP ,( ' x,niat( 'Iy I 8 feet, with a gradual slant 
{ ( <'nter of the island and then to the lagoon 
JJ^ u c to the porous soil, drainage is good, COP 
a-jj 1 s ° in fact) so that no natural water supply is 

4°thv { ^ ]C ^ tro P> c shrub growth (often with 
; I( | ls )j and grasses are scattered through the islands 
]r J( . ti | n,>v 'de much opportunity for natural conceal- 
ed ^ CtaC ' on * s densest on the south leg of Wake 
|L ? Vvi -st and south of the airfield. Trees some- 
AjL l( '^ch a height of 20 25 feet, but the towering 
(l 'j ijjW palms found on most atolls are missing. 
jfe^. ( lv is no wide variation in temperature. Yearly 
' sl|) I)o l,ni ' S m * n ' nu,m ' 6®* MtWI monthly 



Ures run from 76° to 83°. Rainfall is light, 



averaging S3 inches for the >car. The wettest season 

is from July through October, 

Wake lies in the belt of the northeast trade winds, 
and more thai) 50 pereent of the wind observations 
range from cast to northeast during all seasons of 
the year. Average cloud coverage for the year is ap- 
proximately 0.5), or 50 pereent, being heaviest dur- 
ing late summer and early fall, with cumulus i louds 
predominant. 

From a military defender's point of view, espc- 
< ially that of a Marine defense battalion, several 
aspects of Wake's MM I terrain are of preeminent 
important e : 

First, the triangular shape and division ol the atoll 
into three islands, which aceords closely with the 
triangular organization of a defense battalion.' In 
one sense an advantage, this three-way romparl- 
mentation could also work against the defense l>\ 

preventing ready i oik entratioji of force at any poult 
w hile assisting an enemy to inflict defeat in detail. 
Hardly less disadvantageous WOllld be the problems 
imposed by interisland communications. 

Second, the extensive total coast line which must 
be defended by any garrison. Although relatively 
small in net area, Wake has an exterior shore line 
in excess of 10 miles, and a lagoon shore line of al- 
most th.it length. To rover the entire 121 -mile perim- 
eter would be (»ut of the question, even for a full- 
strength defense battalion. 

Third, the defense vegetation, with few fields of 
(ire and nianv possible concealed approaches. 

In some cases, espe< ially before any enemy land- 
ing COUld be effected, this brush would provide valu- 
able shelter and com raiment, but should battle be 
joined on the ground the vegetation of Wake would 
be an ally to the atta< kcr. 

Finally, the i ontinual roar <»l" the surf, besides be- 
ing a mere annoyance to individuals, could mask 
hostile sounds such as the movement of troops 
through the thickets, or the sound of approac -hing 
bombers. 



1 For a tlisi Mission ol llir organization .m<l » '(imposition «>l 
tin- Marine dcfc|t$6 hattalinii, st-c notr 1, j >.i lm J. 
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THE DEFENSE OF WAKE 



Command and Staff, 
appendix VIII Marine Detachment, Wake 



Senior Marine officer present 



Maj. James P. S. Devcreux. 

FIRST DEFENSE BATTALION DETACHMENT 



Commanding Qf&CCr Maj. James P. S. Devereux. 

Executive Officer Maj. George II . Potter. 

Mil nitions Officer Marine Guunrr Jolni Hamas. 

SSS^oSS ! :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: !?(5)?I^^ J &&^ Rl 



N. 



5-Inch Artillery Group 



Commanding Officer 

Commanding Officer, Battery A_ 
( lommanding Officer, Battery PL 

Commanding Officer, Battery 



. Maj. George H. Potter. 

.__ First Lt, Clarence \. Barainger. 

_ First Lt. Woodrow W. Kessler. 
Second Lt John A. McAlister. 



3-Inch Antiaircraft Group 



( lommanding oihn i 
Commanding Officer, Battery I) 
Commanding Officer, Battery B 



Commanding Officer, Battery f. (pmv. 



Capt Bryghte D. Gmffiold. 
Capt, Bryghte D. Godbold. 
First Lt William W. Lewis. 
Marine Gunner Clarence B. McKinstry. 



Separate Batteries 



Commanding Officer, b ittety l ! 

i Officer, Battery II 

[ Officer, Battery I 



Gapt Wesley McC. IMatt. 

Second Lt. ] ^;i" "^ tr 

Second Lt. Arthur A. Poindexter 



( lommanding Officer 

Executive Officer 

Plight Officer 



Communications Officer 

Gunnery 
LiiKineermg 



MARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON 211 



Maj. Paul A. Putnam. 

Capt. Henry T. Elrod. 
Capt Frank c. Tharin 

/Maj. Walter L. J. Bayler. 1 
(.Second Lt David 1). Kliewer. 

Capt. Herbert c. Freoler. 
. Second Lt. Jolin F. Kinney. 



1 Temporarily attached from Staff, Marine Air Group 21, until 21 December HH1, when detached, and reli 
Second Ueutenanl Kliewer. 



UNJ rr.r » STATE6 
<ic\i;i;N.Mi:.NT i»ki.\Ti.\<; OFFICE 

WASHINGTON : 1!H!> 



l ur sale U> tiw SupcHhtettdfint of BocntaAttt*. r. s. Government r>lntl«e pita, Washington i>5, D. c. 

J»rke$1.2:> 




823768 O - 49 - (Face p. 76) 



THE WHITE HOUSt 

WASH.NGTON 



Citation by 

Marine Corps, unaer ^ g Marines 

and 21 

and 

Army and Navy personnel present 

, * officers and men 
« T he courageous fnductrfti* over ^ he lrning 
lho defended Wake Island aga inst attacks from 

b CS oe forgotten so long commended for 

SS^VSSS s^ndtd^conduct at tt^jr 
their devotion to duty and ^ conditions. With 




